Alchemical allegories

Alchemical texts often use elaborate extended atleg as a means of communicating key philosoplpioaits, or
to illustrate a particular alchemical process.hese allegorical texts a figure, with which thederais supposed to
identify, goes on an journey in search of wisdommderstanding of the mysteries of alchemy. Theisefigure
meets various archetypal characters, kings, queansus alchemical birds and animals, and witnessgrocess of
transformation. This parallels the use of seriesyafbolic illustrations in various alchemical bo@lsl manuscripts
- these allegories are in essence the workingrotgbdt of similar alchemical ideas and processes@$ound in the
seguences of emblematic symbols.
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[This English translation of this important earlgl®mical allegory (thought to have been composedtieé 15th
century) is found in MS. Sloane 3637 in the Britishrary (a 17th century manuscript). This work vwablished in
French in various editions, the earliest of whit¢tale seen being issued at Paris in 1561, thowgBlttane
manuscript refers to the edition published at Lyof©590. A. McLean.]

Back to allegories

It was in the time of the month of May, when onewdt bury sorrow and care, that | entered into r@hard,



whereof Zephyrus was the gardener.

When | passed before the Garden, | was not cldtheilk, but arrayed in sorry garments, that | ntigbt in public
appear naked; and diverting myself with a desirehi@mse away unpleasant thoughts, | heard an haooabng of
many grateful birds. Then | beheld the entranc@@fgarden which was shut, but as | judged by miytsZzephyrus
soon opened it. He afterwards retired, seemingtheas if he had not done it. And when | saw thamea of it, |
retired a little back, and afterwards | enteredy.teeth not having eaten for a day | was veryairg hungry. But |
carried bread with me, which | had saved for a wé@élen | perceived a fountain of very clear, purd ine water,
which was under a hawthorn tree. | joyfully sat ddwy it, and made me pottage of my bread. Them a#tng |
fell asleep within this pleasant orchard. And adawg to my apprehension, | slept long enough fergleasure
which | took, being in the dream which | dreamedu¥how may know it from my dream, and | after foutnal
fiction. It is true that methought two comely Lasliwith beautiful looks, seeming like the daught#ra King, in
respect of their noble atire, came softly towards and | humbly saluted them, saying to them, GlariLadies,
God save you both bodies and souls, May it pleage@ tell me your names, do not ye deny me this.

One answered very courteously. Friend my name @Maedge. Behold here Reason which accompanied me,
whether it be in the mountains, or in the valleysin the fields, she can make you very wise. Tinetherstanding
this language and believing myself to be awakeut¢hmyvondered at what happened. For | saw issue thhem
fountain, which is so agreeable and wholesome,rsstreams which | had never seen before. Havimgnes down
in this way, which wetteth me so much, that | whéexdirtied, the water there gushed out abungafthen |
desired the Lady Reason who was with Knowledggeltane the signification of the fountain, and #ieeams
which are so plentiful and comely, and whose thdasuire was, on all sides well beset with treeswsitid sweet
flowers, moistened with running waters, so théidught | never saw its equal. But she most geily ® me. You,
my friend, shall know how this affair does standhieh you so much desire to know; hearken atteefifito me.

In it the fountain has a thing, which is most nobbyntained. He who shall know it well, will loveabove all other
things. He who would seek and search it out, amagtfeund put it afterwards into the earth and itlitg a most
subtile powder, then again dissolve it in its wakert which has before been separated, then getherarts
together, which the earth shall set to rot in tleewwhich should nourish it. Thence there will aigen breed,
bearing fruit at both her breasts. But that we &hoemove the rottenness, which neither she nofrhérdoes care
for, the maid | speak of in many things bestirssbr and fervently desires it. For she mounts th&air flying on
high; afterwards descending down gliding in thdeygland in descending down she fawns the fawn kvNiature
gives to her.

It is a Dragon which has three throats, hungryrexer satiated: all around him everyone assaukscks at him,
surrounding him just as it were in a street andsictgghim with a violent pursuit, so that a sweatdwer his face,
(alias But beforehand by heat one drives away\weaswhich covers the face) which blackens anddvegit, as
with bird lime then impregnates it and [le mengae -unknown word]. In the same manner she bringk fgain
(This amorously done) much more powerful than keeftren drinks it as the juice of the apple. Sairtfent
according to its manner often drinks, and afterwaidgs forth again, so that it clearer is tharstal in truth the
work is just so [Ytall - another obscure word]. Awtien it is so shining in a most strong and powaexfter, it
thinketh to devour its mother, who has eaten upritgher and father. So as it gives suck and brabdsdragon
strikes it with his tail. Into two parts divide idother, which does assist it after this divisideliver it then to the
three throats, which they have sooner taken it thgargle.

Tis then the strongest in the World, there's ngtl@wer does confound it. Tis marvellous and poweoite ounce is
worth a hundred weight of Gold. it is a fire of BuL nature, that it overcomes corruption, and transs into
another substance, since it brings it to its owerless and cureth every distemper, The imposhupnesig and
gout; and gives youth to ancient bodies, and to/thang ones wit and mirth. Tis as a miracle fromdG&/ithout
this the Treacle cannot be made, nor any thing wisidound underneath the heavens, which is expegit by the
ancient prophets and doctors who teach us Nature.

But one dare not make more enquiry, for fear ofGloeernors of the Earth; may such a mischief neepipen, for
without Sin one may do this. Many Wise loved it muaccursed be he who has defamed it. One oughbt tev
reveal it, but to those who will love God, and thegho will have the Victory, to serve God, lovebatieve. For he
to whom God giveth time to live so long that heasne place have wrought this work, has from Godiobd for
himself grace or favour, know this for certain. \Wéfere he should devoutly pray for those holy mémwave put
it into writing according to their way of discourgghilosophers and Saints discreet men whose nisnhicannot
reckon up. But may God shower all mercy on them thiug far have opened it. And for those who loweSkience
may God give them estate and patience.

You ought to know that this same serpent, whichfirst did mention to you, is governed by the seg&eams,
which are so amiable and fair. So | was mindedetscdbe it, but | will name otherwise. It is a nelforthy Stone



made by a Science divine, in which more virtue dagsund, than in any thing which is in the Worlds found out
by Astronomy, and by the true Philosophy. It isdareed in the Mountains, where there grows no attrange or
foreign thing (alias, they find it grow aloft widl it ought to have). Know it for an approved truthat many wise
men have found it there, and it may there befstilhd out, with taking pains to labour well. Ittiee cabinet (or the
guarry) of the precious stones of the philosophdrieh is so amiable and dear. One may have ityeasil so tis
better that all that can be had. But you will hanelergone a deal of toil, before you have fourmlitt Having it you
shall fail of nothing, which we can find upon tleiarthen world. Now let us return unto the fount#iere to know a
certain thing.

This valuable fountain does belong to a Lady ofdwrwho is called Nature. Who ought to be much hwoed; for
each thing is made by her, and if she fails thérie andone. This Lady | assure you has been g tone
established. For as soon as God had made the Bembich are perfect, Water, Air, Earth and FiratiNe was
perfect in them all. Without nature there could gatw a little oyster in the Sea. Natures the Motfeall things in
the World. The noblest thing which is in Naturegdwery well appear in the figure of a Man whichiuda has
made, wherein she has erred in nothing. So it oloeeny things which are produced by Nature. Bitd=s, beasts
little flowers, they are all made by Nature. Andligewise it is of metals, which are not alike remual. For by
herself they are made, very deep within the e&@flwhich you will have a fuller account, when Natwhall show
it you: whom | desire that you would see, to thd #vat you may the better follow her way and heh fprayour
work, for she must make the discovery to you.

As she was making this discourse, | saw Naturecgmhing, and presently without delay | went stramhto meet
her, and humbly to salute her. But truly she fistved to me, giving me the salutation. Then Reasith see
Nature here, let it be all your care to love her.if is she will make you the prudent Master of Weork.

| hearkened diligently, and she undertook to askuinence | was and what | sought for in that pldesause it was
very wild and full of darkness for those who went derks. Lady, said |, by the God of the Heavieceme hither
as those who know not whether to go to find outesgood adventure. But | will tell you without delagd
propound my adventure in short.

| have heretofore seen a very great prelate, skibf clerk, prudent and cunning, who discoursecbimmon speech
so that he made many a man wise, to know the nmediehich he made, very high and very precious:
demonstrating its excellence by very great expaniniee spoke with very great reverence of the Bbjbers and
their Science. He had been at a very good schuat; twas put to a school, which was desirousamland know a
better things than all possessions. And it happémadk to ask him whence this science came at firshe met
with it in writing, and who it was who showed itetdnswered me without delay, in this discourse whiwill tell
you.

The Science is the gift of God, which comes by iiradjon, so is knowledge given by God, and is insghiinto Man.
But with this that one do well improve at schogl,His understanding. But before a letter was sesisurely was a
Science known, by people not learned but inspindah, ought highly to be honoured, for many have tbaat this
Science by the divine Wisdom.

And further God is omnipotent, to give to his tagvant such a knowledge as he pleases. Whersfdispleases
many clerks, saying that no one is sufficient,dfttave not been a student. He who is not a Magtet® or Doctor,
gets no honour among the clerks. And can you ble for this when they no nought but praising anether.
But he who well would punish them must take theksomway from them. Then their knowledge will bdifag in
many clerks, doubt it not. And it will not be irefihlays, who make up round rhymes and songs, dmdkmow not
how to versify. And many things which many men oeefy make a trade of, which they find not in tHmoks. The
carpenter and the mason study but very little. Aral they also surely make as good use, as thosestudy
Physick, or Law, or Divinity; for the employment ibfeir Life.

From henceforth | was much incited wholly to apply mind, so as by true experience to be able taioie
knowledge of which many men desire, by the favduhe sovereign Lord.

Reason and Nature | assure you hearkened wellnmptstory. Then said | to Nature, Madame, Alas |Body and
Soul always in care desiring to learn the sciemtesre | cannot fail of having honour in my life thdut any
envying me. For all my riches | will get as thedabers of the ground, to dig and hough the land,&adterwards to
sow their seed, as the true workman do; who madie tiches and their praise. And for that reasamuld pray
you, that you would be pleased to tell me, how ttheyall this Fountain, which is so amiable and ekome. She
answered; Friends behold, since you desire to ktidimmost properly is called, the Fountain of thevers. How it
must be known to you, that ever since our Mothe, Evat | have governed all the world, as gredisas all the
Circle, nothing without me can rule, unless God ldanspire it. | who am called Nature O environkd Earth,
without, within and in the middle. In everythingave taken my place, by the command of God theeFattiof all
things am the Mother. To all things | give virtéerefore nothing is or ever was without me, aghirhich might



beneath the Heavens be found, which is not govergede. But since you reason understand, | wilegigu a
goodly gift, by which if you will use it well, yomay purchase Paradise, and great riches in thisd\W€nom
whence nobility might rise, honour and great Loigshand all pleasure in thy Life. For you shak itswith
delight, and many noble feats behold by this fourgad the Cave, which governs all the seven melhisy rose
from thence, that is certain. But | the Fountainsthér am, which is a sweet as honey. And to thersplanets of
heaven it is compared, that is to Saturn, Jugilers and the Moon, the Sun, Mercury and Venus. @bsewell;
you are obliged to this. The seven planets whictehtioned, are without all doubt compared to thesanetals
coming out of the Earth, which are made of one enaMow by the Sun we mean Gold, a metal withoutgare;
and by the Moon we mean silver, a noble handsontalntey Venus, Copper we do mean, this also isrg fiting
name. By Mars we mean Iron; and Tin by wholesonpitdu And by Saturn good Lead, which we call lefgro
Gold. Mercury is argent vive, which has all the gawment of the seven metals, for it is the mothest 6o as here
they appear) which can make the imperfect perfgfter it | would withdraw [draw] you.

Now understand well what | shall say, and how llghanifest the Fountain of Dame Nature, which gee here
hard by in the Figure. If you know well how to seédkrcury to work as the letter shows, you will make
Medicine of it, whereby you may purchase Paradisth, the honour of this world, where great plentyiohes does
abound.

You ought to know by Astronomy and by PhilosoplmgttMercury is the matter of the seven metals,thad
principal. For by its lead-like heaviness, it ke@pa mass beneath the Earth, notwithstandingvibliatile, and very
convertible into the others. And it is found undergd, just so as is the dew, and after mountstir@Air of
heaven. | Nature tell you so; and thus it may aféeds conceive. He who would have the Mercurial idied, must
put it into its vessel in a furnace to make Subtiorg which is a noble gift of God, which | will slv and represent
to you, according to my Power; for if you make pate Body and Soul, you never will make a good garal nor
also a good conclusion. Therefore apply your mini. t

Now understand, if you would know; (tis better traarything to have good Judgment) take your Bodyraakle a
trial of it, as others have done, know it well. Yiouist make your spirits very clean, so that it imeaprporate.
There will be a handsome battle. Twenty againstisewe requisite without doubt. And if twenty cahdestroy
they body in this case it must [muire - an uning@lle word]. So the battle is of Mercury most stgoand fierce. it
is afterwards requisite to make him restore, sbdha can draw out nothing [more]. When your uralény
succeeds according to your desire, then he bekamiaf you would have justice from him, you shaiut him up in
the prison, from whence he cannot stir. But youtrmamfort him with one gift, or else for you he ldb nothing,
so that he will do the contrary. And if you would dim a kindness, it behoves you to set him a€elaagd set him
again in his first estate, and for this you shalhis master. Otherwise you cannot well know thaittvyou seek
and which you would have. But by this means youl &maw it, and all shall go according to your desiBut what
you make of the Body, remember to make it here.

First then you must without contradiction, of thgd/ make a Spirit, and the Spirit reincorporate itg Body
without any separation. And if you know not howdtmall this, be sure do not begin the work. Aftas ttonjunction
there begins Operation, out of which if you proceexl'll have the glory of the heavens. But by thisk you
ought to know, which | Nature deliver to you, thiae Mercury of the Sun is not like to that of thed, for it
should always remain white to make a thing to vts dikeness. But that which serveth for the Sumshopenly
resemble it, for one must rubify it, and this is first Work. And then one may conjoin them as yarmgument |
have said, which you herein have heard beforewdrich you ought to hearken to. And if you cannoderstand it ,
in your work you may mistake, and perhaps sha#l lgleal of time and waste it in vain. And if yowolv how to
work what | have said, you may assuredly proceetkth.

Now you have one point of this Work, which | Natdiscover to you. You surely must with a good Judgimake
afterwards a congelation of Body and Spirit togetke that one be like the other. And then you mist a right
understanding separate the four elements, whictslali make all new, and then shall set them tdw®irst you
must extract the Fire and also the Air for this&ffand afterwards reconcile them. | tell you thése in express
words. Earth and water on the other part do seevg well in this Art. As also does the quintesseficethat is the
Knowledge of our work. When you shall have foundl the four and separated the one from the othessddhave
said before, thy work shall be half done.

Now you may proceed by this means to make whatdrbénave told you in this chapter. You shall gubio a little
furnace: this is called a Marriage, when it is mbgl@ wise man: and this is also very properlypédme. Now
understand the reason well: for the male may weetidd or coupled with the amiable female. And wiiery are
found pure and clean and the one joined with therpthey produce a certain generation. So thatisha glorious
work, and which is of great substance. Just soiit another similitude of many a man and many mam who
have good reputation and fame, by their childreiclvkhey breed, which thing each one ought to estéeom



birds, from beasts and from fruits | could provetherwise. Put the seed of a tree skillfully itlie earth; after the
Putrefaction from thence will come a generationu Yitay know it by the cork [core]: which is more Wothat all
things else. By sowing one grain, you'll thenceehathousand. You need not there be very cunningeMer was
there any creature who could say to me Naturetdiobd a Birth without seeking after you. You irthing can
reproach me. And so it is of metals, whereof Meydsithe most subtle. Tis put into the furnace whas body is,
which | have told you in my relations. And it isryaenecessary to do this, according as you shalhsegin
afterward. There tis requisite for him to be indawith his like, and then to work. But first thheyy may come
together they must be parted asunder. But aftsrstiparation | assure you they reunite. The first {s the
betrothing, the second the marriage, and the third skillfully united into one nature. This is tperfect marriage
in which our total work consists. Now understandl wéat I've said, for | indeed have falsified inthing. When
you shall have separated them, and by little &tid livell mended them, you shall afterward reuttiesm, and join
the one to the other. But remember in your lesg@nproverb which Cato spoke: The man who readsatidg
understands, is like a hunter who catches nougatrrithen well to understand, that you may notroalate the
books, nor the good workmen, who are perfect utaleders. For all those who blame our work, neikmeaw nor
understand it. He who well shall understand udl] seay soon come to our Work. It has been operfeshtimes,
and by Philosophers approved; But many men esteénedse blame it, for which they are fools. Andshould
lay the blame thereof on them, who have in theneselinderstanding without gall. But one may well txnty
praise all those who such a jewel have, and thdeethink to find it out by the means of working Wwe&ind one
should say it is well done: their good work destrnaise. Now we have told a thing which brieflygbt to be
disclosed: which is that, if you would well procegdu make a union of two, so that they may bedble#d in the
vessel, which well knows the being or existence, then separate it for your work. It behoves youoriter it well.
And to let you know the Way, tis nothing else bissdlution, of which you will have great need. éfuywould
pursue the Work, you out to destroy the Compositsonas you have occasion for it, so that eactbertzy itself
apart. And then having the Earth thirsty, with thegter of Heaven in due manner (for they are ofrmatere all) tis
reason it should be moistened, and it shall be meeeby me.

Now | have told without any error, how the bodylsbat a soul, and how you must separate themgdande them
from one another: but the division without doubtthie key of all our work. It is performed by tliref without it art
would be imperfect. Some say that Fire produceiingtof or by its nature, except ashes. But satheg respect
Nature's engrafted in the Fire, for if Nature weoe there, the fire neer have any heat. And | pvitlve it thus. | will
take Salt (alias Sol or the Sun) to bear me witnB@ssnow we will leave this discourse and we speak of other
noble subjects. And when | heard this conferenegijtithe word down in my heart; and said thou Ladw bright
array, will you hearken to me a while, and letesim to ye (alias the seven) metals, of which Merds the
principal, and let you and reason make me somepirgtation, or | am mistaken in your work, becaofehat you
have said above. For you would have me to deshatwthich | made at first: and that you do expresay. | know
not whether these are repetitions, or whether peals by Parables, for | understand not your schools

Friend (Nature answered thus) how understand y@ltgrcury which | have heretofore named to yowe! lybu
that it is shut up, although it happen oftentinfest tt goes and comes through many hands. The Mewhich |
commend to you, surnamed De Mercurio, that itrafiyf or out of Mercury. It is the Mercury of Mercesi and
many folks make it their care to find it out foethaffair. For tis not vulgar Mercury, you canffioid it without me.
But when you would work therein, you must be vamthantical, (versed in good Authors), to arrivéhat practise,
whereby you may have a very great knowledge ofamrks. You must know the metals. or your work widit be
worth an oyster. Now, the better to know the waltdll you where the work is placed, likewise whét does
begin, if you are a Son of the Science. And he thitber would arrive must know how to obtain th@im, or his
affair will be worth naught, for all the labour tiere employs. Therefore | do call ye Fountain,cltis so amiable
and wholesome Mercury, the true source or fourttaad who is the cause of perfection.

Now understand well what | shall say, for indeedll speak nothing wrong. This Mercury without ggual you
may find in the Sun, when he is in his great haad, that he makes many blossoms appear, for the dame after
blossoms. | can prove it in this manner, and atilundred other ways, which to this art are vaghsl But this hear
is the chief, and | therefore mention it to yohale not abused you indeed, for it is visibly theree found. And if
you would work in Luna, you may as well there fihdut; in Saturn and in Jupiter, and in Mars whidall Iron: in
Venus and in Mercury one may find it most securBlyt as to me | found it in the Sun and after wiaigy And
therefore | made this Book for you, that you magefy understand me. In Luna seek to see or firfcbi thence |
took my first matter.

Moreover | say to ye understanders, that both theksvare but one, except the rubifying, which strvarely for
the Sun. And | know not how to tell you more thdremless | should show you the practice. And tlugld not
draw you back from error, if you did not see it doBut keep in your memory well, what | have tad you to



hear.

Being at dissolution you ought to make imbibiti@&ut do not you begin to act what | have said is #ffair, if you
have not a perfect proof of the Work, in havinglwigsolved the imperfect. And if you can get othgs step,
reincorporate it by the circle, returning to thenfier work: the other was only a messenger. You se&k it
evidently, how it is slightly made: you cannot cotoe nearer way, to the highest of your aim. Angu truly
understand it, you will not labour in vain. Andefthis work so performed, you must restore whanigone.
Putrefaction is to be seen from whence a noblegogiould be born: and in this point the masterpgegesists,
whereby all our work is put together. And as | hagal to you before, all which is fitting does csh# this. The
preparation is put into the furnace. You must Haeeto like: for the sprout must putrefy beforeén issue out of
the earth. Likewise the seed of man, which | namefgr a proof, putrefies in the body of the womamg becomes
blood and after takes a soul, but in the form ofesture. This same secret Nature gives you.

From thence there ought a thing to be born whieitl &#how more than its Master, to suckle the foitdren who
already are all grown great, which are called Eltmand separated from one another.

Now you have five things together, and they do nmesemble one another, also it is but one substatic# the
same appearance. The Child should there eat iyoitser and afterwards destroy its Father. Flower miik and
fruit with blood, it behoves you to find in one poo

Now mind from whence the milk does come, and iteésdful there to make Blood. If this you cannotlwehsider,
you lose your labour as your work. And if you knbew to understand me well, be sure to work withoote
delay, for you have passed the Pass, where mafg/dad wise men do stop. There you may pause & vanb
afterward begin to work, and so pursue till you misue forth the perfect fruit which we do calikil For by a
mighty skillful work the precious stone is madedteé Philosophers of renown, who very well do knbe teason.
And there's no jewel nor possession, which caméealue of this stone. If you would have me tellyts force; it
can cure all diseases, likewise by its most nobis, & perfects all imperfect metals. And theraashing in the
world but this, where mighty virtue does abounds disposed to wonderful things, yet we do cahé Medicine.
And of all the other Stones, which many Princesitiol dear, none can so much rejoice a man, aswiah | do
name to you. And therefore | put you in mind, thati may take it for certain. For above all the $®m the world,
virtue does in ours abound. And therefore you rdosgour endeavour to gain such noble wealth. If willwell
follow me, you may arrive at this end.

Learn well, so it will make you wise, for | havddgou all the Practice. In the Furnace you mayiseery well, in
which all you have ought to be: making by a certaamagement the circle of Putrefaction. Moreoveave taught
you by these divisions your work remains in twotgalr will tell you no more of this, until | shatlave seen in you
some service for which | may tell it you; otherwisaould be folly. But when you shall have deserue I'll tell it
you is short words; therefore ask me no more, ehlanly told over and above too much.

And when | heard Nature, that she cared not tasgymore to explain her works, | began to weep revsterly
and said, O dame in bright attire, will you havl@in me, or | shall never despatch that whichvehfaund in a
book. Tell me O noble and good Lady beforehand,witildo a charity.

Then she answered, you shall know no more untilhae deserved it. Alas, said I, then O dear Ladlyyou tell
me the way how | may deserve it. For | will alwagsve you loyally without any other thought. | cahmake you
recompense, nor increase your riches. | will sgoueincessantly, if you will give me so noble a,gifs to receive
me for one of yours.

The Nature answered. Son, you know what | have Baitlis you do believe me, you may beforehand helm
more knowing. Lady, said I, by the God of Heavewplld willingly be one of those, who should sefeesuch a
work his whole lifetime without doing any wrong. Wiou then tell me your commands, for | will coadiict
nothing.

Then, said Nature, without mistake, my son in lg@y needs must learn to know the seven planetshizh
Mercury is the principal, their powers, their imfiities, their changeable qualities. Tis needfudraiard to learn
whence Sulphur, Salt and Oil do come. Whereforgouteyou in mind of what you will still have occasiéor.
Sulphur is mighty necessary: so will it give yowfitror much ado to make it. Without Salt you'liry to pass
nothing useful for your work. From Oil you haveraat mystery. (alias you have great occasion ftyr ®ou'll
make without it nothing sweet-scented. This youhtig remember well, if you would arrive at our Wor

I'll tell you one word, now understand it, with whiyou will be well contented. One metal in oneyordssel, you
need to put into one furnace. Tis Mercury whiclxplain to you, and there is no need of ought éiseet But the
abridgements of your work, | disclose it to you ddéwor word.

Now | will speak to you Gold, which is the treasofg¢he metals. It is perfect, nothing is more petthan it, of
those which | have named before. Luna is andribtgperfect. This | certify to you for a Truth. Te& but one
metal in the world in which our Mercury does abougtd so tis found in all the seven. This | haiedtvery well.



Gold by right is hot and dry, Luna in her naturédc&aturn is heavy and soft; in this it may beifikd to Gold.
Many clerks fierce in speech, will nominate it leps Gold. Venus well resembles Luna in weight dad i the
forging. Mercury is cold and moist, withess Jupitdrich thence is bred. Mars is hard and heavy ail @ his is
the dressing [preparation] of all the rest, berthature hard or tender, you must understand edirseas | have
named them above, and know their virtues well; lapthis means afterward you will make what you wfil
Mercury.

Indeed, Lady, it shall be done, tell me the worfobehand, and how | may manage what | have sedrinybur
bounds. For never yet since | was born, have | Beenuch enamoured of any thing in the world. hkha virtue
there abound. | esteem it as the secret of Godthaikirevealed in this place.

Then, said nature, you say true, and this is aelkkalth of the World, from from my Fountain thereceed great
riches, from which honour comes to many men isrdevays. I'm like a mine to many people. And beeawwu
are come hither without any return or revenue,thatlyou have the good will to labour as a perssirthg to meet
good fortune, | will show it you beforehand.

| have told you in a remarkable chapter, | knowwbgther you remember it, that thy work consisteaaf parts. |
Nature, discover it to you. Make thy penetrativép8ur by fire become attractive. make it then gaitsi mother. So
our affair will be accomplished. Put the Motheoitie belly of the child, which she has broughtHdyefore: then
so it will be both father and son quite made pebgoor of two spirits. Indeed it is no other thjrigat what | here
expose to you. And if you thereunto would add aifpn thing, or apply any other thing than Sulpt8alt and Oil,
in truth your work will be worth nothing. For theEh will not bring forth other fruit than what ysaw therein. A
creature makes a creature, and a beast a be&sbwefri nature. So of all seeds it likewise is. Ttiig for the design
of my Sciences.

Say not, my son in law that this is gall. All mastse and fall in a most acceptable way, most pl#aand most
amiable. | have preordained the way, just so #seislew, it must mount up into the air of heavenl sweetly
afterwards descend by a most amicable path (ADas,water pure prepared goeth just as does the dévigh one
ought to manage well.

In the descension which it makes, it bringeth fahih perfect Sulphur, and if you can obtain thisipg/ou well
may say without a lie, that you can have a greahtijty of Gold above ground without doing evil; iball the sea
were a metal, such as one would have it, Coppgenawive, lead or tin, and you should cast ong grain on it
when it were heated, there would come out of rals, which would appear in a wonderful dress, ahdould
afterwards be quiet, and when the smoke shoulgpeased and all becalmed, the sea would be mushGiald,
than any King has in his Treasure.

Now to our purpose we'll return, as before to goweell. When they sulphur shall be eaten up, yoerddry
mortified, keep him in prison forty days, and thew'll see that which you love. And God send yodacso well,
as to obtain Paradise. Here you see well ordeledyrison which | have named to you; faith | haiveg it you
there in the figure. Now do you remember Naturep wias willing to afford you so noble a gift, asréweal the
most admirable Science, and venerable in this wadthére could not otherwise be made the stone aftwihreat
with you. Do thou then view the writings well ofrdoooks: or else by figures this science is derated. A real
thing without any fable; most certain and most tmiat is beneath is all just like to what is mugadbove, for
producing in the end, the miracle of one thing alofs from one thing were all, and by the thoudtaree all things
which have been produced did grow; so are our warkde out of one. The glorious Sun its fathernsl, the Moon
the real mother, the wind does close it in itsybéts nurse indeed is the Earth. It is the fatbfathe treasure of the
world, and the great secret has its foundation,Her@ower then is quite entire, when it returaslbinto Earth
again. Make separation of the earth from Fire kil @nd in the proper place, and sweetly sepatategross from
the subtle, which you shall keep apart. then withount up from the earth to heaven, and before ggeas descend,
receiving sovereign virtue with its terrestrial perwThus at great glory you'll arrive, obtainingtery over all the
world. This is the power of Powers, where many tgieat pains and struggle. It will conquer thingbktke and the
hard it will transpierce. They are very agreeabbmders, whereof we have most excellent reasons.

My name is John of the Fountain. | have not lostlafpur in working, for through the world | multjpJor there
multiplies and increases] the work of Gold, whidiale finished in my lifetime, by my truth (thartksthe holy
Trinity) which is the medicine of all evils, truac effectually the finest, which one can searchafoy where, be it
in the seas, or be it in all the earth. And frometal foul it drives the filth away, so that it dens it a matter pure,
that is a metal very delicate, of the species dti@o Silver. By this means the work is made, dreté¢'s no need of
any other craft, according to my little sentimdrp really find it so. Therefore I'll call my boaothich tells the
matter, and declares so precious an artifice, tumfain of the Lovers of the most useful scienescdbed in my
humble style. It was made by a friendly [Seuvaga unknown word]. When | was in my youthful daysthe year
one thousand four hundred and thirteen, when Itwee sixteen years of age. Twas finished in thatinof



January in the city of Montpelier.
Some add.

Here does end John of the Fountain,
Who possessed this mighty work,

As the most secret gift of God,

Which ought to make all men discreet.

This Art which is so precious may
Be comprehended in these two verses.

Si fixum solvas faciasque volare solutum,
Et volucrem igas faciet te vivere tutum.

If you dissolve the fixed
And make what is dissolved fly

And fix the volatile
It will make you live happily.

The Fountain allegory of Bernard of Treviso

Back to allegories

When | perceived that | had proceeded a considetahgth in this Art, | began most earnestly tortand to
frequent the company of those who were learnetdalso: for it becomes good men to join themseteaheir
equals and not to others.

Therefore, when | passed through Apulea, a citndia, | heard that a man resided there who was&splearned
in every branch of Science, that he had not hislkiguthis world. He instituted as a Prize of disgion for all
skilled in Art, a book fabricated, both leaves aoger, of pure gold. Therefore, desirous of honbdig not doubt
that my mind would assist me thereto and dispos¢ortige prescribed disputations, a very learned aaling
spurs to my undertaking this province, and it @isming into my mind that the daring and bold weagied to
sublime things, while the timid were thrown dowrddived in perpetual dejection, | passed manfuilpithe field
of contest and happily obtained the palm of disfartebefore the audience, and the book of premiwas g0
honourably delivered to me by the faculty of Phijolsy, that | was looked upon by all men.

Then for the sake of recreating my mind, fatiguetth study, and enquiring for pleasant plains anéaosvs, | met
with a most limpid little fountain, surrounded dfodtified with a most beautiful stone in an oakeimk, and
enclosed within a wall, that brutes might not emi@r birds make a bath for themselves there. §itilmove this
fountain, | contemplated its beauty and | saw thyeeu part was shut.

A very venerable old man was coming there. As revieas a priest, | honourably saluted him and éd$km
wherefore that fountain was shut and fortifiedHattmanner, above, below, and on every side.

Having deigned to give me a friendly answer, hd,sdhat you would know, my friend, is a fountaiery terrible
and wonderful in virtue before every other fountaithe world. It belongs to the King alone of thisuntry, whom
the fount knows very well, and he himself the faumnt It always draws the King, when passing thig wa itself,
but is never drawn by the King. In that Bath he aéma 282 days, at the end of which so much youstfehgth is
added to him, that he can afterwards be conqueredibody however strong. He therefore took carghtd up his
little fountain with a round white stone, as yoe,s& which a clear fountain shines like silver afidelestial
colour. That it may also be stronger and lest diusth be destroyed by horses or others, he intratlaoeold oak
cleft in the middle, which protects it from the sayf the Sun, forming a shade.

"Then, as you see, he surrounds it with a wall ¥kigk. He shuts it up first with the hard and cletone, then
finally in the cavities of the oak, chiefly becalisis so terrible in its nature that once inflanged irritated, it
would make its way through every thing, and alsoustthit escape the fences, there would be an end.bf

| afterwards asked him if he himself saw the Kinghe said fount, he answered that he indeed savehter, but
from that time at which he is shut up in it by theeper, he does not appear more until the 130thatdgngth he



emerges bright and splendid. The Keeper Porteda®gsly warms the bath, that he may keep up thewtgah is
occult in the water of the fount, and he warmsghhand day without intermission.

| again interrogated what colour was the King?

He answered that the first of his vestures was fitearbeginning Cloth of Gold, then with a blackweatldoublet, a
shirt truly white above the snow, his flesh howewsrblood is of the richest reds.

| then asked whether the King on coming there bnbugth him a great concourse of extraneous pelopleand
vulgar along with him?

He answered me friendly but laughing at the quasBaying, "When the King purposes to come hither,
dismisses all his counsellors and every strangereaters alone, nobody approaching the fount exuemelf and
its Keeper alone, the care of which a very simpéatas. Verily the simplest man can best supplplaise, since
he does nothing else than warm the fount."

| again enquired whether the King was a frienchiofount, or the fount a friend to him?

He answered, "They love one another reciprocally wonderful manner, the fount attracts the Kingd aaot the
King the fount, for it is as it were the Motherthe King."

| next interrogated of what kind the King was?

He answered, "He comes from the fount which mak®sskich as he is without any other thing whatever."”

I enquired whether he had many counsellors. Helsaidas six forsooth who expect the successidny, @ny
chance or any means the King should die, theyalsth rule the Kingdom like him; hence it is thatyttserve him
because they hope from him Dominion and possessions

Then | asked whether he was an old man.

He answered, that he was older than the forestraord mature than any of his own subjects.

How happens it therefore, | asked, that these d&ihdhe King who expect so much inheritance frbim death,
since he is so old?

He answered, "Although he is so much advancedansy@evertheless no one of his subjects is semaif cold
and sweats rains winds and labours as himself. #dsone of them by himself, nor any of them togetiwaild kill
him."

How then will they possess the Kingdom if he cardietnot be killed by any one?

He answered, "His six subjects are from the fofluatn which they possess everything they have, dlsasée,
wherefore they are chiefly drawn by the fount. Rieg is killed by that very fount as well as theg aesuscitated
by it afterwards, from the substance of his Kingdarhich substance is divided into the minutestipled, each of
his subjects receives his portion and however raithe particle which any one of them has, he eghel&ing in
power and strength and opulence, and they are pwa among themselves."

| again enquired, how long they might have to wathis expectation?

Laughing at me again he answered, "Know that they K€inters alone without any of his subjects, ftralgh the
fount also loves them, yet they do not enter, beedley have not yet described this dignity. BatKing upon
entering throws off his vesture of fine beaten geltich he delivers to his first Chamber Man calBaturn, who
when he has once obtained possession of it keéusfdrty days, sometimes forty two days at mdsten the King
throws off the Black Velvet waistcoat, which heidets to his second Chamber Man, called Jupiteg kéeps it
22 days. Then the King ordering him, Jupiter givés Luna, which third person is beautiful andplesdent. She
keeps it 20 days. Then the King is in a shift, puhite as snow, or like fine pearls or a white, liyhich also he
puts off and delivers to Mars, who keeps it 40 dayd sometimes two more. Afterwards Mars by théafiGGod,
delivers it to yellow Sol, not clear Sol, who kedp40 days. Then comes the most beautiful andd#ddSol who
immediately snatches up the shirt."

| then asked him what is the meaning of all thig] he answered, "The fount is then opened, ané ash given
them his shift, his waistcoat and his vestmenthiatmoment he delivers to them his blood red flesbat and now
at length they have their desire."

Again | asked whether they always waited so lotigha, and whether they had remuneration for therivises, to
induce them to persevere to the end?

He answered, "Four of these Counsellors, the mothegthave obtained the white shirt may rejoiahély please,
and also enjoy the greatest riches, but this omigsgthem the half part of the Kingdom. Wherefahey rather wish
to wait a little longer for the end, and wait thiagy also may be crowned with the Royal DiadernhefrtMonarch."
| asked whether any Physician attended or anytblisg)whatsoever at that time.

He answered, "No, nor any thing whatever excepKeneper alone, who excits below a continual surdingnand
vaporous heat, except this there is nothing else.”

| asked whether this Keeper underwent much labour?

He answered, "He suffers more at the beginning thaards the end, because the fount is then h&ated.



| asked whether many people saw the work.

He answered, "It is done out of the sight of adl torld, not one in the world even knows. The wheteld have it
before their eyes and do not know it."

| asked once more what do they next?

He said, "If these six wish again to purge the Kimgy could do it in the fount in three days, byreunding the
place so as to satisfy the contents, by giving liwk on the first day - the waistcoat, on the sdecahe shirt, and
on the third day - his blood red flesh."

| asked to what purpose is all this?

He said, "I am wearied with what | have alreadd tpbu."

Which when | perceived this, | was unwilling to tbeublesome. | bid him farewell giving him many gréhanks,
and seeing him home to his residence. The old nzmnse reverend and so very wise, that the heavengd him
and all things trembled before him.

| was sleepy and returning to the fountain, | satmto rest a little, when | could not abstain wiséting upon it
from opening all the fastenings in a secret maringhe meantime when | looked upon the book wihiels the
reward of my disputation, and by its splendour beduty increased my sleepiness and in a slumfsdt @ut of my
sleepy hands into the fount, which happened vehyakily, for | wished to preserve the memorial of itmaving the
honour of being an adept. And when | looked it Hedppeared from my eyes, thinking therefore thiadd fallen
to the bottom, | began to draw out the water witbhsgreat care, however, that nothing more mightaie in it than
a tenth part of it, with scarcely ten parts, anéwhattempted to draw out the whole, they obstiyeadhered
together.

In the meantime while | was labouring with the woskme people came upon me so that they hinderddome
drawing out any more. Before | went away howevehut all things again lest any body might percéia | had
exhausted or seen the fountain, or lest perhagsntiight forcibly steal the Book from me. Then theahbegan to
be excited round about in the bath for the purmddeathing the King. But | was taken to prison aedained 40
days for having perpetrated the crime.

After | was relieved, | returned to the fount thatight see it, obscure clouds appeared whichdeateng time. To
conclude, | saw every thing at the end that myepderived without much labour.

It will not torment you very much if you enter uptire right path and not leave it for erroneous phasimitate
nature in every thing. In concluding | say unto ybat whosoever upon reading of this book doesinderstand
the Stone by himself, will never understand thelwbpwever much he may operate. For in this verglga, the
whole work is contained, in practice, days, colpuegimens, ways, dispositions and continuatiorschvl have
narrated, moved by piety, charity, and compasslioneatowards desolate operators in this most puscéecret.
Therefore, in making of my book | beseech the L@mtl, whose grace is absolute, that he may opemitds of
men of good will, to whom if ingenious there wik tittle difficulty, only they must abstain fromealdreaming
phantasies and the subtleties of Sophists and alweamain in this way of nature which is demonsttdig my
speculations.

Farewell in Jesus Christ always and be mindfuhefioor, when you obtain this inexhaustible treasur

Pray to God, who will teach you more.

The Parabola of Madathanus

Back to allegories

As | once was walking in a beautiful, green, yotmgst, meditating and deploring the difficultiefitiois life,
considering how, through the grievous Fall of dtstfParents we came into such wretchedness aef] bléft the
accustomed road and came, | know not how, uponmrawdootpath, very rough, untrodden, difficult and
overgrown with so many bushes and brambles thedsteasy to see it was very seldom used. At thécame
frightened and wished to retrace my steps. Butwhis not possible, especially since a strong wilad/lso mightily
behind me that | had to take ten steps forwareé¥ery one | could take backward. Therefore | hagré&ss on,
despite the roughness of the way.

After advancing thus for a good while, | came at ta a lovely meadow, encircled by beautiful filalen trees,
and called by the inhabitants, The Field of thesBézl. Here | met a group of old men with snow-whéards, and
one among them was young and had a pointed blaokl ba still younger man was present also, whoseena
knew, but whose face | did not yet see. These rnanersed about many things, particularly abouiga hind great



secret in Nature which God kept hidden from thetitugle, revealing it only to the few who loved Hihlistened to
them for a long time, and their words pleased melmBut some among them appeared to mutter foglighdeed
not about the objectives or the work, but aboutPalas, Similitudes and other Parergons. In thgg tbllowed the
Figmenta of Aristotle, of Pliny and of others, eadlwhom had copied from the other. At this | contallonger
remain silent, but put in a word of my own, answgnnany futile things on the basis of experienoghat many
listened to me, examining me in their specialityttipg me to some very hard tests. But my foundatias so good
that | came through with all honors, whereat thiéyare amazed. However they unanimously acceptednto
their Brotherhood, whereat | rejoiced heartily.

But they said that | could not be a full colleagodong as | did not know their Lion and was ndlyfaware what
he could do internally and externally. | was therefto set about diligently to make him submissovenyself.
Confidently | promised them | would do my best, f@njoyed their company so much that | would rentéhparted
from them for anything in the world.

So they led me to the Lion and very carefully désat him to me. But what | was to do with him asfj no one
would tell me. Indeed some of them did give meaiprhints, but so confusedly that not one in a amd could
understand them. However, when | had tied him aadetertain that his sharp claws and pointed tamitd not
harm me, they no longer kept anything back. The hi@as very old, fierce and huge; his yellow maneghaver his
neck, and he really appeared unconquerable. | eadynterror-stricken, and had it not been for rgye@ment and
for the old men who stood around me to see howdldvbegin, | would have run away. Confidently | aggched
the lion in his cave and began to cajole him, leutldoked at me so sharply with his glittering etfest | nearly let
my water for fear. At the same time | remembered &8s we went to the Lion's cave one of the old haghtold me
that many people had attempted to conquer the bionyery few had succeeded. Since | did not wastai, |
recalled many grips | had learned through cargipliaation to athletics, and in addition | was wedlined in
natural magic, so | forgot about the pleasantiebattacked the Lion so artfully and subtly thabbe he was
aware of it, | had pressed the blood out of hisyhbattleed out of his heart itself. The blood waal#ully red, but
very choleric. But | examined his anatomy furthed found many things which greatly surprised me;ines
were white as snow, and they were of greater qtyathian his blood.

When my old men, standing round the cave and wadcime, realized what | had done, they began tautkspith
each other violently so that | could see their gest. But what they said | could not understandbse | was so far
inside the cave. And when they began to shoutdt ether, | heard one who cried, "He must alsodotfire Lion to
life again; otherwise he cannot be our colleague.”

| did not wish to make trouble. Therefore | wall@d of the cave and crossed a broad space. Theand,d do not
know how, to a very high wall which rose over a tiad ells into the clouds. But above there it ditlimave the
width of a shoe. From the beginning where | startedhe end there ran an iron railing along theadabthe wall,
well fastened with many supports. | walked alorgytthp of this wall and thought | saw someone gailogg a little
ahead of me on the right side of the railing.

After | followed him a while, | saw someone follavg behind me on the other side of the railing lfis tay | don't
know whether it was a man or a woman) who callegh¢écand said that it was better to walk on his #ide where
| was going. | easily believed this, for the rajliwhich stood in the middle of the wall made thegameway very
narrow so that it was difficult to walk along itgich a height. Then behind me | saw some peopbewamted to
go that same way. So | swung myself under thenggilnolding it fast with both hands, and continaézhg the
other side until | came to a place on the wall wehewas especially dangerous to descend. Nowreteegl that |
had not remained on the other side; for | couldpasts under the railing again; also it was impdssiturn back
and take the other way again. Therefore | summomgdourage, trusted in my sure-footedness, helibbtly, and
descended without harm. When | went on for a whikgd indeed forgotten about all dangers and dismot know
where the wall and railing had vanished.

After | had descended | saw standing a lovely rasklon which beautiful red and white roses wersvgrg; but
there were more of the red than of the white. kbroff some of them and put them on my hat.

| soon saw a wall encircling a great garden, inclvhirere young fellows. Their maidens also wouldehliiked to be
in the garden, but they did not wish to make treageffort of walking the long distance aroundwzl to the gate.
| was sorry for them and returned the whole distdrftad come, then followed a smoother path, amenit so fast
that | soon came to several houses, where | hap&dd the cottage of the gardener. There | fourthyrpeople;
each had his own room; often two were working tbgeslowly and diligently; but each had his own kvaknd it
appeared to me that all this they were doing, |d@ue before them, and that | knew it all very wEhen | thought,
"Look, if so many other people do such dirty aral/ehly work only for appearance's sake, and eactrding to
his own ideas, but not established in Nature, tfmnyourself are forgiven." Therefore | would ntaysthere any
longer for | knew that such art would disappeasrimoke, so | continued on my destined way.



As | now went toward the garden gate some lookedeasourly, and | feared that they would hinderimine
fulfillment of my intentions. Others, however, sal&ee, he wishes to go into the garden; but we wiried for so
long in its service have never entered it. We dhaltjh at him if he blunders."

But | paid no attention to them, for | knew therptaf the garden better than they, although | haginbeen in it,
and | went straight up to the gate. This was lodkstl and one could not discover even a key-trola the outside.
But in the gate | saw a tiny round hole which onald not distinguish with ordinary eyes, and | thbuit was
necessary to open the gate there. | took out migteikekey, especially prepared for this purposéocked the gate
and walked in.

After | was inside the gate | found more lockedegabut | unlocked them without more difficulty. tBufound that
this was a hallway as if it were in a well-builtuse, about six shoes wide and twenty long, coveitita ceiling.
And although the other gates were still lockedhuld see through them sufficiently into the gardersoon as the
first gate was opened.

And so in God's Name | wandered further into thelga. There in the midst of it | found a little fler-bed, square,
each of its four sides six measuring-rods long, @nered with rosebushes, on which the roses wessdming
beautifully. Since it had rained a little and thw svas shining, a very lovely rainbow appearedeAffieft the
flower-bed and had come to the place where | waelp the maidens, behold! instead of the wallsetlséood a
low wattled fence. And the most beautiful maidergsded all in white satin, with the most handsomatly, clad in
scarlet, went past the rose-garden, one leadingthiee by the arm and carrying many fragrant raséiseir hands. |
spoke to them, asking how they had come over theefe

"My dearest bridegroom here helped me over," stk $and now we are leaving this lovely garden eat@ our
room to be together."

"l am happy," | replied, "that without further eff@f mine you can satisfy your wish. Neverthelgss can see how
I ran so long a way in so short a time, only tosegrou."

After this | came into a great mill, built withinasie walls; inside were no flour-bins nor any ottiengs necessary
for milling; moreover, through the wall one sawwaterwheels turning in the stream. | asked mysalf this state
of affairs came about, and one old miller answenedhat the milling-machinery was locked up ondtieer side.
Then | saw the miller's helper go into it by a a@eepassage-way, and | followed close after him.&8u was
going along the passage, with the waterwheels oftefhyl paused, amazed at what | saw there. Farthe
waterwheels were above the level of the passageyaiter was coal-black, although the drops froweite white,
and the covered passage-way itself was not morettinae fingers wide. Nevertheless | risked turrbagk, holding
fast to the beams over the passage-way; thus $edasver the water safely. Then | asked the olinfiow many
waterwheels he had. He answered, Ten. This adwehtong remembered and dearly wished | could kadnat it
meant. But when | saw that the miller would nota@vanything, | went on my way.

In front of the mill there arose a high, paved;talh its summit some of the old men | have mentiowere walking
in the warm sunshine. They had a letter from th&tligarhood and were discussing it among themselhsesmn
guessed its contents, and that it might concerrsméwent to them and asked, "Sirs, does whatrgad there
concern me?"

"Yes," they replied, "Your wife whom you recentlyamied, you must keep in wedlock or we shall havesport it
to the Prince."

| said, "That will be no trouble, for | was borrgther with her, as it were, was raised with hex akild, and
because | have married her | shall keep her alvemyd death itself shall not part us. For | love Wigh all my
heart."

"What have we to complain of, then?" they askele 'iride is also happy, and we know her wish isyba must
be joined together."

"l am very happy," | replied.

"Well then," said one of them, "the Lion will corback to life, mightier and more powerful than beftr

Then | recalled my previous struggle and effort] &r some curious reason | felt this did not coname but
another whom | knew well. At that moment | saw bridegroom walking with his bride, dressed as efoeady
and prepared for the wedding, whereat | was veppWafor | had greatly feared that these thingshhapncern me.
When, as has been said, our scarlet-clad bridegoaone to the old men with his dear bride, her whitements
gleaming brightly, they were soon united and | gyeaondered that the maiden who might be the lgtidem's
mother was nevertheless so young that she seemdyl lImern, as it were.

Now | do not know how the two had sinned; perhapbrather and sister, united in love in such a thay they
could not be separated, they had been accusedasitirinstead of a bridal bed and brilliant weddimey were
condemned to a strong and everlasting prison. Hewydecause of their noble birth and station, deothat they
could do nothing together in secret, and so alt th@ings would always be visible to their guattkit prison was



transparent-clear like crystal and round like aveedy dome. But before they were placed insidethelclothing
and jewels they wore were taken from them so tlalth live together stripped naked in their pridda.one was
assigned to serve them, but all their necessifiésonl and drink -- the latter drawn from the strementioned
above -- were placed inside before the door ofdloen was securely closed, locked, sealed with ¢laé cf the
Brotherhood, and | was placed on guard outside. ghmck winter was near | was to heat the room pipge they
would neither freeze nor burn, but under no coadgicould they come out of the room and escapeif Bay harm
resulted from my neglect of these instructionsplld undoubtedly receive great and severe punishmen

| did not feel well about this, my fear and worrpade me faint-hearted, and | thought to mysel§ Ho small task
which has been assigned to me. | also knew thaitbénerhood did not lie, always did what it saadd certainly
performed its work with diligence. However, | codldange nothing, and besides, the locked room itgegtesd in
the midst of a strong tower, encircled by strontpawks and high walls, and since one could warnrtioen by a
moderate but constant fire, | took up my task ill&&Name, beginning to heat the room in order tdeut the
imprisoned married couple from the cold. But whapened? As soon as they felt the faintest breattaionth,
they embraced each other so lovingly that thedikie will not be seen again. And they remainedetibgr in such
ardor that the heart of the young bridegroom disapgd in burning love, and his entire body meltedi sank down
in the arms of his beloved. When the latter, wha lo&ed him no less than he had loved her, sawshis began to
lament, weeping bitterly over him and, so to sayjddl him in such a flood of tears that one coddanger see
what had happened to him. But her lamenting angingdasted only for a short time, for becauseafdreat
heart-sorrow she did not wish to live longer, areticbf her own free will. Ah, woe is me! In whabtaety, grief and
distress was | when | saw those two | was to haleeddl, dissolved entirely to water and lying befowe dead.
Certain failure was there before my eyes, and mareavhat to me was the bitterest, and what | fanest were
the coming taunts and sneers, as well as the pueishl would have to undergo.

| passed a few days in careful thought, considesihgt | could do, when | recalled how Medea hadbres the
corpse of Jason to life, and so | asked myselfiidtiea could do it, why cannot you do it also?" Véae | began to
think how to proceed with it, but | did not findyahetter method than to maintain a steady warmth tine water
would recede and | could see the dead bodies dbtees once again. Then | hoped that | would es@dipdanger
to my great gain and praise. Therefore for fortysdlacontinued with the warmth | had begun, andw shat the
longer | did this, the more the water disappeaaed,the dead bodies, black as coal, came to vies.iddeed this
would have happened sooner had not the room bekadand sealed so tightly. But under no conditared |
open it. Then | noticed quite clearly that the watese high toward the clouds, collected on théngeof the room,
and descended again like rain; nothing could esepeur bridegroom lay with his beloved bride befmy eyes
dead and rotten, stinking beyond all measure.

Meanwhile, | saw in the room a rainbow of the muesautiful colors, caused by the sunshine in theshveéather,
which heartened me no little in the midst of myrears. And soon | became rather happy that | coeddray two
lovers lying before me. However, no joy is so gtéat sorrow is not mixed with it; therefore in oy | was
sorrowful because | saw the ones | was to havedgdadyying lifeless before me. But since their roeas made
from such pure and solid material and was shuigstly, | knew that their soul and their spirit ddunot escape, but
were still enclosed in it, so | continued with ntgaady warmth day and night, carrying out my dutypescribed,
for | believed that the two would not return toitisodies so long as the moisture was present. [Mihdeed found
to be true. For in many careful observations | olesd that many vapors arose from the earth abaring,
through the power of the sun, and ascended ondsghthe sun itself were drawing up the water. @uting the
night they gathered into a lovely and fertile descending very early in the morning, enrichingeghgh and
washing the corpses of our dead, so that from dakay, the longer such bathing and washing contintiney
became even whiter and more beautiful. But the rhesaitiful and whiter they became, the more thsytleeir
moisture, until at last when the air became ligid elear and all the foggy, damp weather had pasisedpirit and
soul of the bride could no longer remain in theepair, and returned into the transfigured, glodfi®dy of the
Queen, and as soon as the body felt their presinestantly became living once again. This braugie no little
joy, as one can easily imagine, especially as | samarise, dressed in a very rich garment, treedikwhich very
few on this earth have seen, wearing a costly cretarned with perfect diamonds, and heard her"strken,
you children of men, and learn, all of you who af@&vomen born, that the All-Highest has power ttheone kings
and to dethrone them. He makes rich and poor, dicepto his will. He kills and makes to live agafnd all this
behold in me as a living example! | was great ahddame small. But now after | became humble, etlmeen
made queen over many realms. | was killed and aormected again. To me, the poor one, have the gessures
of the wise and mighty been entrusted and giveerrdfbre have | been given power to make the paebr to
extend mercy to the humble, and to bring healti¢osick. But not yet am | like my dearest brotliee, great,
mighty king, who will also be awakened from the dié&/hen he comes he will prove that my words are.tr



And as she said this, the sun shone brightly, &#ys tecame warmer, and the dog-days were neancit Bat long
before the sumptuous and great wedding of our nexeig many costly robes were prepared from blacketiehsh-
grey coloured damask, grey silk, silver-colourefteta, snow-white satin; indeed, a silver piecextfaordinary
beauty, embroidered with costly pearls and workét marvellous, clear-sparkling diamonds was alsaleready.
And robes for the young king were also made readgnely of pink, with yellow aureolin colours, cgsthbrics,
and finally a red velvet garment adorned with gosibies and carbuncles in very great numberstigutailors
who made these garments were invisible, and | ladrevhen | saw one coat after another, and onegar after
another being finished, for | knew that no one @xd¢be bridegroom and his bride had entered irgccttamber. But
what astonished me the most was that as soones aagat or garment was finished, the former onsapfieared
from before my eyes, and | did not know where thagt gone or who had locked them away.

And after this costly coat was made ready, thetgred mighty king appeared in all his power andygland there
was nothing like him. And when he discovered he baked in, he asked me in a friendly manner arttl wi
gracious words to open the door for him so he waeléble to come out; he said it would result Eagiblessing
for me. Although | was strictly forbidden to opéretroom, | was so overwhelmed by the great appearand the
gentle persuasive powers of the king that | opghedloor willingly. And as he walked out, he wadrsndly,
gracious, even humble, that one could indeed sg#entithing graces noble persons so much as do vireses.
And since he had passed the dog-days in the geaatle was very thirsty, weak and tired; and kedse to
bring him some of the fast-flowing water from bethethe waterwheels of the mill, which | did, anddrank it with
great eagerness. Then he returned to his chambdolanme to lock the door fast behind him, leshsone should
disturb him or waken him from his sleep.

There he rested for a few days, and then he calketb open the door. But | saw that he had becooehmore
handsome, full-blooded and splendid, and he altoewit; and he thought that the water was mapuslland
healthy. Therefore he asked for more, and dramkget quantity than he had the first time, andsbheed to enlarge
the chamber. After the king had drunk his fill bis wonderful beverage which the ignorant do ndtevat all, he
became so handsome and glorious that in all my life

| never saw a more splendid appearance, or anyone moble in manner and character. Then he lechtoehis
kingdom and showed me all the treasures and riché® world, so that | must say that not only tid queen
speak the truth, but he also gave the greatesbparo those who know the treasure and can desdr There
were gold and precious carbuncle stones without @mdl the rejuvenation and restoration of the mhpowers, as
well as the recovery of health and the removalldflaesses were daily occurrences there. But ndesightful of all
in this kingdom was that the people knew, reverdrane praised their Creator, receiving from Himdeis1 and
knowledge, and at last, after this happiness imtbied of time, they attained an eternal blessesings this may
God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit help all of us.

Lumen de lumine

From Thomas Vaughdrumen de Lumine, or a New Magical Lighondon, 1651.
Back to allegories

It was about the dawning or daybreak when, tireth witedious solitude and those pensive thoughishwditend it,
after much loss and more labour, | suddenly fééeys Here then the day was no sooner born butgged. | was
reduced to a night of a more deep tincture thatwthéch | had formerly spent. My fancy placed meairegion of
inexpressible obscurity, and - as | thought - ntbea natural, but without any terrors. | was ifrenf even temper
and, though without encouragements, not only résdiut well pleased. | moved every way for disc@gbut was
still entertained with darkness and silence; atibught myself translated to the land of desolati®#ing thus
troubled to no purpose, and wearied with long endess, | resolved to rest myself, and seeing | ddiald nothing
| expected if anything could find me.

I had not long continued in this humour but | cob&r the whispers of a soft wind that travelladas me; and
suddenly it was in the leaves of the trees, soltbahcluded myself to be in some wood or wildesn&¥ith this
gentle breath came a most heavenly, odourous athrike that of sweet briars, but not so rank fatid This
perfume being blown over, there succeeded a pleasamming of bees amongst flowers; and this didesohat
discompose me, for | judged it not suitable with domplexion of the place, which was dark and tikdnight.
Now was | somewhat troubled with these unexpectedimences when a new appearance diverted my
apprehensions. Not far off on my right hand | cadiktover a white, weak light - not so clear as tia candle,



but misty and much resembling an atmosphere. Tawiel centre it was of a purple colour, like thgsin
sunshine, but in the dilation of the circumferenttky; and if we consider the joint tincture of tparts, it was a
painted Vesper, a figure of that splendour whieghdld Romans called Sol Mortuorum. Whiles | wastalp with
this strange scene there appeared in the middf@epcolours a sudden commotion, and out of theiy eentre did
sprout a certain flowery light, as it were the feaof a taper. Very bright it was, sparkling andniking like the
day-star. The beams of this new planet - issuint i@ small skeins and rivulets - looked like te of silver,
which, being reflected against the trees, discalareurious green umbrage; and | found myselfgnoae of bays.
The texture of the branches was so even - the desmv¢hick and in that conspiring order - it wasaavood but a
building.

| conceived it indeed to be the Temple of Natureerg she had joined discipline to her doctrine. &Jritlis shade
and screen did lodge a number of nightingales, lwhiiscovered by their whitish breasts. Theseppeethrough
their leafy cabinets, rejoiced at this strangetligind - having first plumed themselves - stirtteg still air with their
music. This | thought was very pretty, for the sie of the night, suiting with the solitude of fflace, made me
judge it heavenly. The ground, both near and farpoésented a pleasing kind of checker, for tlei& star meeting
with some drops of dew made a multitude of brigtitactions, as if the earth had been paved witmdials. These
rare and various accidents kept my soul busiedtdomterrupt my thoughts, as if it had been unlawd examine
what | had seen, another, more admirable objeetposed.

| could see between me and the light a most exquidivine beauty - her frame neither long nor shat a mean,
decent stature. Attired she was in thin looselsilkso green that | never saw the like, for th@goivas not earthly.
In some places it was fancied with white and siltgibons, which looked like lilies in a field ofags. Her head was
overcast with a thin, floating tiffany, which sheléh up with one of her hands and looked as it iren® under it.
Her eyes were quick, fresh and celestial but hatksioing of a start, as if she had been puzzled avithdden
occurrence. From her black veil did her locks break like sunbeams from a mist. They ran dishedelb her
breasts and then returned to her cheeks in cudisiags of gold. Her hair behind her was rollectourious glove,
with a small short spire, flowered with purple aky-coloured knots. Her rings were pure, entireraids - for she
valued no metal - and her pendants of burning carles. To be short, her whole habit was youthfal owery: it
smelt like the East and was thoroughly aired with Arabian diapasons. This and no other was heeaance at
that time; but whiles | admired her perfections anebared to make my addresses she prevents ma wituntary
approach. Here indeed | expected some discoursetar; but she, looking very seriously and silemmlyny face,
takes me by the hand and softly whispers | shaalldi her. This, | confess, sounded strange; lthbuight it not
amiss to obey so sweet a command, and especialyhan promised very much but was able in my opitd
perform more.

The light which | had formerly admired proved notleast to be her attendant, for it moved like ahar before
her. This service added much to her glory, andai my only care to observe her, who though she araddot yet
verily she followed no known path. Her walk wasegrebeing furred with a fine, small grass which ligk plush,
for it was very soft, and pearled all the way witiisies and primrose. When we came out of our astend court
of bays | could perceive a strange clearness imith@ot like that of day, neither can | affirmaas night. The stars
indeed perched over us and stood glimmering, \&eri¢, on the tops of high hills; for we were in asindeep
bottom and the earth overlooked us, so that | deadeve were near the centre. We had not walkey faerwhen |
discovered certain thick, white clouds - for suoeyt seemed to me - which filled all that part & #alley that was
before us. This indeed was an error of mine; bebittinued not long, for coming nearer | found thierbe firm,
solid rocks but shining and sparkling like diamantsis rare and goodly sight did not a little ename me, and
great desire | had to hear my mistress speaksdadijudged her now - that if possible | might rigeesome
information. How to bring this about | did not w&how, for she seemed averse from discourse. Biihfa
resolved with myself to disturb her, | asked heshi&é would favour me with her name. To this shéigdwery
familiarly, as if she had known me long before.

"Eugenius" - said she - "l have many names, bubast and dearest is Thalia, for | am always greensaall never
wither. Thou dost here behold the Mountains oftwmn, and | will shew thee the original of Nilugyfshe springs
from these invisible rocks. Look up and perusevitry tops of these pillars and cliffs of salt, tbey are the true,
philosophical, lunar mountains. Did'st thou evex sech a miraculous, incredible thing?

This speech made me quickly look up to those glitteturrets of salt, where | could see a stupesdmtaract or
waterfall. The stream was more large than any iivéser full channel; but notwithstanding the heighd violence
of its fall it descended without any noise. Theewatwere dashed and their current distracted tsetbaltish rocks;
but for all this they came down with a dead silenlike the still, soft air. Some of this liquofor it ran by me - |
took up, to see what strange woollen substancastthat did thus steal down like snow. When | haad iy hands
it was no common water but a certain kind of oiaofiatery complexion. A viscous, fat, mineral natiiiwas,



bright like pearls and transparent like crystal.ai'th had viewed and searched it well, it appeaoedesvhat
spermatic, and in very truth it was obscene tostgkt but much more to the touch. Hereupon Thali e it was
the First Matter and the very natural, true spefthe great world. "It is" - said she -

"invisible and therefore few are they that findhitit many believe it is not to be found. They badiendeed that the
world is a dead figure, like a body which hath beemetime made and fashioned by that spirit whigaldin it,

but retains that very shape and fashion for soroe sime after the spirit hath forsaken it. Theypsh rather
consider that every frame, when the soul hathtlefioth decompose and can no longer retain itséorfigure; for
the agent that held and kept the parts togetlgre. Most excellent then is that speech whichattheome time
from one of my own pupils. 'This world' - saith-hef such divers and contrary parts, would notehaached unity
of form had there not been One who did join togestueh contrary things. But, being brought togetties very
diversity of the natures joined, fighting one wathother, had discomposed and separated them, tindzsshad
been One to hold and keep those parts togethehwtgcat first did join. Verily the order of Natuceuld not
proceed with such certainty, neither could she nswveegularly in several places, times, effectsqumalities,
unless there were Some One Who disposed and ortfersel varieties of motions. This, whatsoever, ibyswhich
the world is preserved and governed, | call by tizaial name God.'

"Thou must therefore, Eugenius" - said she - "usid@d that all compositions are made by an Active]ligent
Life; for what was done in the composure of theagmorld in general, the same is performed in teegation of
every creature, and its sperm in particular. | sggpthou dost know that water cannot be containéthtsome
vessel. The natural vessel which God hath appofotei is the earth. In earth water may be thideand brought
to a figure; but of itself, and without earth, &th an indefinite flux and is subject to no certiigiire whatsoever.
Air also is a fleeting and indeterminate substabaéwater is his vessel; for water being figurgdieans of earth
the air also is thickened and figured in the waterascend higher, the air coagulates the liquéed find fire
incorporated involves and confines the thin lightese are the means by which God unites and condgdbe
elements into a sperm, for the earth alters theptexion of the water, and makes it viscous andsli®uch a water
must they seek who would produce any magical, exdiaary effects; for this spermatic water coagedawith the
least heat, so that Nature concocts and hardéms inetals. Thou seest the whites of eggs witkén as soon as
they feel the fire; for their moisture is tempereith a pure, subtle earth, and this subtle, anithatath is that
which binds their water. Take water then, my Euggnirom the Mountains of the Moon, which is waad no
water. Boil it in the fire of Nature to a twofolceth, white and red; then feed those earths witbfdire and fire of
air; and thou hast the two magical luminaries. Betause thou hast been a servant of mine for atilmeg and that
thy patience hath manifested the truth of thy Idweill bring thee to my school, and there willhesv thee what the
world is not capable of."

This was no sooner spoken but she passed by tiersemd-like, rocky salts and brought me to a rocadamant,
figured to a just, entire cube. It was the basia fiery pyramid, a trigon of pure pyrope, whos@iisoned flames
did stretch and strive for heaven. To the four-seud the frontlet of this rock was annexed adiftbrtal and in that
hung a tablet. It was a painted hedgehog, so raletbwrapt up in his bag he could not easily beatigposed. Over
this stood a dog snarling and hard by him thigirtsion: Softly, or he pricks.

In we went, and having entered the rocks, theimtgarts were of a heavenly, smaragdine coloumeéshere they
shined like leaves of pure gold, and then appearhitd inexpressible, purple tincture. We hadgute very far
but we came to an ancient, majestic altar. On ffegtory, or very top of it, was figured the trunkan old rotten
tree, plucked up by the roots. Out of this crephake - of colour white and green - slow of motika a snail and
very weak, having but newly felt the sun that owekied her. Towards the foot or basis of this aitas an
inscription in old Egyptian hieroglyphics which Tiaeexpounded, and this is it:

TO THE BLESSED GODS IN THE UNDERWORLD
N.L.

From this place we moved straight forward till veere to a cave of earth. It was very obscure anthiitankish,
giving a heavy odour - like that of graves. Herestayed not long, but passing into this churchyeeccame at last
to the Sanctuary, where Thalia turning to me madeher short and last speech.

"Eugenius, this is the place which many have dddimesee, but saw it not. The preparatives to #anission here
were wanting. They did not love me but mine. Theyeted indeed the riches of Nature, but Naturedifeifsey did
both neglect and corrupt. Some advantages thejnhaaint of assault, had they but studied theirarpmities. |
was exposed to their hands but they knew me nwedisisubject in some measure to their violenceHeuhat made
me would not suffer me to be rifled. In a word, thi of these man was built on their dispositilontheir
addresses to me they resembled those pitiful thirflgeh some call courtiers. These have their articsraunts, as



if they had been trained amongst apes. They serap®ne hath well expressed it - proportions nmattieal, make
strange legs and faces, and in that phrase ofthe poet

'Vary their mouths as 'twere by magic spell

To figures oval, square and triangle.’'

So these impudent sophisters assaulted me witlglegious humours. When | looked into their heaheré was no
room for me. They were full of proud thoughts ameained of a certain riotous happiness which must be
maintained by my expenses and treasures. In tgrmthey did not consider that | was plain andpenone that
did not love noise but a private, sweet contehaide, Eugenius, found thee much of my own humoluave withal
found thy expectations patient. Thou canst eaglietle where thou hast reason to thy faith. Thai bk this while
served without wages: now is the time come to rdwlage. My love | freely give thee, and with it $eeokens - my
key and seal. The one shuts, the other opens:rbésuse both with discretion. As for the mysteié this my
school, thou hast the liberty to peruse them ladire is not anything here but | will gladly revéab thee. | have
one precept that | shall command to thee, anddhisyou must be silent. You shall not in youritimgs exceed my
allowances. Remember that | am your love, and yillunat make me a prostitute. But because | wish yo
serviceable to those of your own disposition, khgive you an emblematical type of my Sanctuarih waifull
privilege to publish it. This is all, and | am n@wing to that invisible region where is the abofithe immortals.
Let not that proverb take place with you: Out gfigj out of mind. Remember me and be happy."

These were her instructions, which were no sooakvated but she brought me to a clear, large lightl here |
saw those things which | must not speak of. Hating discovered all the parts of that glorious fatif1, she did
lead me out again with her clue of sunbeams -igbt that went shining before us. When we were pastocks of
Nilus she shewed me a secret staircase, by whicdsaended from that deep and flowery vale to the & this our
common earth. Here Thalia stopped in a mute cergnionl was to be left all alone. She looked upoa in silent
smiles, mixed with a pretty kind of sadness, forwere unwilling to part. But her hour of translatizvas come, and
taking - as | thought - our last leave, she pabsdore my eyes unto the eternal, into the ethétattire.

An adept's allegory to a certain scholar

An alchemical allegory extracted from "A Dialogue;Questions put by an Adept Master to a certahmBe, with
his answers", found in MS. Sloane 3637, folios 87/ similar work is included in the Ginaeceum Cliom,
Ludguni, 1679, though this does not contain tHisgalry.] Back to allegories

Before either the Theban Ogyges or Deucalion oE$aky, under whose unequal governments the Eaghwasated
with deluges, there reigned in Epirus the most piding of all the Age. And yet he also being grawryears at
length submitted to approaching fate. The widowépui@ seven days destroyed with grief and sorr@paded
also to fill her husband's grave. But one smallrhmfore her death, for she had long been bigwstgebrought to
bed of twins. But among her dying groans, the rat@mentations, and the outcries of the noble ttliat stood
around, they all forgot which had the good forttmée born the first. Although there was a diffeein sex, a
sundry colour both of hair and skin, and a vasiavene in the shape of all their members, yet sufetad oblivion
seized them all, that there was none that daredtt either for the one or for the other. Whatudti@ people do
that had a firm established law, that the firstrbok whatsoever sex should be exalted to the seimesf the
Kingdom.

The nobles met, the prudent Senate soon congreduléth themselves for the difference in the sedfahe double
birth. Because the Kingdom had another law, thattiother should have the sister for his wife, Whieing done
they hoped that there would be no quarrel abowritdnce. So having chosen the most deserving among
themselves to govern during the minority of thenBes, and others to take care of their educatiay, &Il departed
home. They applauded themselves that they hadsily daverted a danger so threatening to the Kimgdo

But, alack, by what evil fate shall | say it carogtss, that discord should divide the Royal Fariiihat differences
and strife should there be every day increasing?primce had red bushy hair, threatening eyesra kiok, almost
a bullock's neck, rough skin and a rapacious h@adis playfellows always cruel, but to his sidterbore a mortal
hatred. But the Princess had a face even to beeiwi the Nymphs, her hair was white, but surpabgdter fairer
neck, her eyes were sparkling and her countendressrful towards all, unless when she, as she wagssalalways,
was struck with horror at her brother's name. ThgeBnors of the Kingdom knew that unless this atlip were
remedied, no marriage could be made.



Therefore convoking the States again, they oftehadtentimes consulted, but found out no redressidich great
evils. They went into Dodona's Grove, but the vaxaks were silent. They sought the sacred Pigédumms,tbut they
were flown away, the one to Delphos, and the dtiterthe furthest regions of the sandy Libya. Andaaors sent
hither return, and nothing's done. In the mean timerabble made a tumult, the greater part digugia female
Empire over them demanded the Prince to place hith@ Throne. But the better part, although in neniéss,
pitying the fortune of the Princess, and not erayuthe injury betake themselves to her.

And now the Kingdom's peace had plainly been desgaif, had not the chiefest of the Senators, Gllersh but not
without danger of his head, repressed the raginglpeFor he promised he could effect the so medired
marriage. He told aloud that from the furthest Agtia and the Fountains of the Nile, he had bougd, dearly
too, a Love-charm, and a potion and a preserva@kadigies and wonders and things unheard of befiae
swallowed soonest by the greedy vulgar. So thisralpeting for a time repressed, Cleobulus told #ea®rs
returning to the Counsel house how matters werat i@ despaired of making the marriage he had peamthat
he thought it best to blunt their first fury, budtrbeing able to sustain a second shock, he wéutld country, and
they should consider what was further to be doheyTheeded haste. The Palace gates were diliggumitygled, that
nothing should again be spread abroad from thence.

In the meanwhile there are some sent into Egypbtsult, nay even to hire the Magi. The recompevesetwo
parts of the Kingdom divided into seven. A rewandyseat soon drew great multitudes, that promis#dem
mountains, while they themselves gaped after saydid. To be brief it would surfeit you to relakeir frauds, their
cheats, their villanies, their tricks, and juggM#hile these were doing some busybody courtieatng papers
out by night betrayed the whole imposture. Thermgyieople besieged the palace, they ask for Claslialbe
surrendered, but being informed that he had leiituSpthey demanded the King, that they might crdwn
according to the custom of his ancestors. But thds®did desire a Queen, sending her forth by & Haor,
carried her to another part of the Kingdom to lmeacred.

Meanwhile what do the Magi? Truly they rejoicedtttiee work they knew not how to perform was takemf
them. But raising a great clamour they go to thedsioor, and, as it is the way of mountebanks, camghat the
work being now almost perfected, they were deceofatieir wages. They take counsel together ambeset
tumults to break open the treasury by night and thk Crowns and royal jewels. The attempt succeetisthey
get aboard a ship which they had stolen also, asdipg down the river, they made a stop at the Imitwetreof.
Judging it now convenient time and place, eachreqaires to have his share of the booty in his passession. It
is the manner of robbers to quarrel in dividing $peil, so they come to handy-blows.

Among these knaves, as in such works all hired mest certainly are, there were, like doves amoergtbws, two
honest men; the first was born at Babylon in Crealdee other nine miles from the down-falls of NilThe
spreading fame of the Epirotical affairs, and het $mell of gain had brought them thither. Whatsdhthey do?
Their counsel about the reconciling of the Prinagas always rejected even with laughter, nor yet thare leave
given to depart. They consented not to the theft.vhen those fled, if they had stayed at Coudy timight have
lost their heads for the villanies of others. Batrbeing in the extremest danger, they call airthtagia to their
assistance, and while the rest were squabbling,lifiéhe Crown entire together with the Jeweltithe Air, and
twice as much as was the whole height of the nttaey, by their Art keep it suspended there. Thetfigiw ceases
and they tremble, astonishment and wonder doesléntleem.

The two Sophi cast themselves out of the ship. Mahgrs follow, but not knowing the Nature of thigeR (it is
called Cocytus) they are drowned. The other led&imas thieves setting sail, arrive in Egypt buthwempty
purses. But those two who were truly Sophi, whey thy skillful swimming had attained the banksythe to the
Senate, accuse their fugitive Companions of thaerbut that they accompanied them only with intergave the
regalia out of the hands of robbers. Which theg aflirm that they have done, and that they hadgalahem in the
Air aloft, at the mouth of the Cocytus. And thatreaver now all fear of civil war was vanished, hessto
whomsoever the realm was destined by the lawstef iiato his hand the Crown should willingly andiga
descend.

The prudent Senate mindful of the frauds of latel, lBaving too weak a faith for such great miraatesnmitting
the Magi to faithful keepers, they sent one toKhwg, the other to the Queen, and also hasty megsseiio survey
the Mouth of Cocytus. They returning relate thabag true, a Crown of most unheard of beauty pehitiethe Air.
The astonished senators in haste begin their Jpu@waning to the river they salute the King on tiggt bank and
the Queen sitting on the Left, not knowing to whidthem this admirable Crown was destined, foyetst did
incline to neither part. The Magi are called, sitfeey had hung it there, let them command it taceed without
delay. This they denying they had power to do unéexording to a Law given by the Sophi and theoagted order
of the Fates, by the hasty rabble they are pue#tidand their bodies enclosed in lead are casthetRiver. Time



was not long before the ebbing and the flowinggidarried them into the neighbouring shallows,afuheir flesh
grew up the herbmarine, a succedaneum for a tuwdver the remaining bones.

[I must here insert a verse.

Discoloured weeds and green Mosse intomb you].

But the candidates for the Crown, seeing it yet ovad begin the lament the Magi. Of all the divestgdlown into
the water to seek their carcases. there none eefline wisdom of the Senate therefore thinks, ittt there be
erected one empty tomb upon the river's bank, asgtand on the other, to which the ordinary Prieffisiating
the holy Rites of the kingdom should strive to ¢th#f Magi's wandering Ghosts. In a short time tih@m@ses
arising show that the prayers of the just are heard

After this it was perceived, either the river wittsd shrunk, or that the tombs receded furthemfiib But this doubt
is soon cleared, because even vulgar eyes do thdgevaters are sensibly diminished every day.h&y tecrease
the competitors removing ever anon their tentsgpf@svard on the bank and follow them retiring. Téss the
river, is the nearer they approach, the nearettliegtare, the more they seem alike. For as mudihedslack
exhalations of Cocytus do tan the lovely fairnefsthe Queen, so much the Northern Winds add beatitye King;
so that they who were before so much unalike, In@ve so much resemblance, that they are scarceglisshed
from one another.

Behold another wonder. As they approach, in theesaraportioned space the Crown descends from alnse.
the King is just about to touch it, and now the €ués nigh and now they touch it. But neither damgister without
her brother, nor can the brother without his sjsterve it. With their joined forced therefore thegrry it between
them, with the Senate rejoicing, Cleobulus retugnthe people applauding, and the realm triumpHdagona's
vocal forest now resounds again, and instead oésldhe ghosts of the Magi utter prophecies. Thiengisister
marries to her brother, the brother takes hisrsistehis wife. From these nuptials there arisesimerous posterity,
which to this very day endures and shall endulleras as this whole orb of Earth.

The Duenech allegory

Included in the vast alchemical compendidtheatrum Chemicuril, p.756-757, Ursel, 1602.
Back to allegories

Duenech Allegory

There was an old duke, called Duenech. He saw [fichsgpised in the meeting of monarchs, on accofihts

deep melancholy. After a deliberation with frierasv this melancholy could be suppressed and howltad with

the other excellent temperaments could get therupgoed, he sent for the physician Pharut and affeim a high

reward, if he, Pharut, the prince of physiciansild@ure him. Thereupon Pharut said that it wowddatprotracted

and difficult cure which only he could bring abaund he promised to cure Duenech.

They fixed a time to begin, namely when Saturn imaspposition with the Sun. Thereupon Pharut ordere
everybody to leave the duke's house, with the diarepf a little fool in gay-coloured garments, wivas allowed
to stay to entertain the duke.
After Pharut put Duenech in a bed with white sheets covered him well, so that he might not beeHilby the
smoke of the nearest furnace. Then he gave him wigi@r, in consequence of which Duenech begawéaisso
strongly that the white sheets were completelynsthi The black bile had been dissolved in the whbBuenech's
body. Thereupon Pharut prepared another bed fortharbolster of which was filled with the feathefsa young,
black eagle, and the pillow with swans' featherstte bed a black sheet and a white cover wereaidnech was
put in this bed and all air holes were entirelyseld so that neither sweat nor vapour might esddpe bed was
heated and Pharut rubbed Duenech's body and fekeewi-smelling oil until the black bile had spcet the top of
his head. From the change of colour it was cleair Buenech became unconscious several times. Rifgened
Duenech's mouth and rejoiced when he saw that 2hénpalate was white. At last he laid the exhalsienarch
into a third bed and revived him there with wated ail, mixed with sulphur.
When Duenech looked at himself, he saw that hefrgasl from melancholy and had new, healthy blood, that
he surpassed all his fellow-soldiers in power.



The Globe allegory

This interesting alchemical allegory found in M$o&he 3639 in the British Library has echoes ofkhaébalistic
cosmology of Isaac Luria. It is a translation afegtion from Johann Grasshéfyerta Arca arcani
artificiosissimi.., first printed in German at Frankfurt in 1617.

Back to allegories

The Natural round Physick
or Philosophy of the Chymical Cabalistical Vision

The Sun and Moon with all the firmament appearesd.fThey stood still, a colour indeed they had,dave no
light. Beneath them also there appeared the GlobeedEarth having a colour. In whose centre thveae a little
globe of most white and shining colour like snowhil®' | beheld all these, there was made a mosttiterthunder
with a great noise and fiery flash, which muchigfftened me. A great cloud came also, which goimgyaa start
was seen above the Sun, Moon and firmament, whisiag was so bright, that | could not fix my eygom it, with
its redness it exceeded the redness of the Susodsas ever this Star appeared the whole firmamigmthe Sun
and Moon began to run their race and dance. Iméentime the said Star darted fiery rays from apthwreugh the
exterior firmament. Of which sometimes more, somes fewer, some also by halves were carried upoGthbe,
but the little globe received the smallest partheise rays. Those rays whose halves only enteee@ltbe, moved
the waters, that they might flow, and fish mightdeen in them. The other rays made the great Glegia to live,
and bring forth all sorts of trees and fruits, avidch also animals and men did walk. But the pathe rays which
entered into the small globe, so moved it, thbegan to boil like water in a pot, and dispersetdoditself a white
clear and pure vapour in the form of a Star evdn thre root of the trees and herbs. Then out sfglabe or white
shining star there began, but yet slowly enougiréav all sorts of trees and herbs, and tended tis\vdoe
circumference of the globe, and when they almdatredd to it; behold, two white stoney Mountaingsa and were
opened out of each end of the globe. In the meantisaw the herbs and trees continually go forvimtteir
growth that the Mountain at length bore flowersbforts and colours which again were shut ancgbd into red,
yellow, green and white knots. The knots of the Ktain on the right hand were small and transpatertthose on
the left greater, but not transparent. In the mesnthe superior and greater Star sent continaaitymore Rays, by
the benefit of which more herbs and trees alwagw/gAt last a voice was heard crying out this dieand aloud,

"Blessed be God, who created this Star. This $leatlalled always the star of Wisdom and the etdigtad'.

[ End of first part - then follow a number of fadi@f questions and answers in interpreting thi®rjs

While | was running all this over in my mind, anaMe harkened to a chiding long enough, | seemsthtal on
sharp thorns and stones, and while | contempl&isdsision in a deep valley, | took notice of sonmése behind me

such a one as one clothed in a silken garmenttosedke by the rustling of his clothes, when | dfere looked
about me, Behold, there appeared a certain gregchaian, who had let his beard grow down as lohisgirdle,

arrayed in a long black garment, carrying in onedha pair of compasses, and in the other a squareute, who
passed silently by, and hastened to the Globe, evtadiess more and more increased, so that halbthle height

of his body exceeded the Globe higher than a higisé, and with his head reached even to the Sun.

This old man having set his compasses on the cerdasured the globe about, that it might be madallground,
then having set his compass on the square, hé&Maitplication has been three times made in itftefwards he
again placed the compasses on the height of theeGGémd took the measure of it even up to the fieng and
from the firmament up to the highest Starr, andngput with a great fearful outcry, he broke fairitthese words
"This is one of the four cut off by three". He aftards drew two lines from the highest Star to@tebe, which
another drawn a new Globe, white, transparent aseimbling the greeness of an Emerald, with a Sunsparent
and more clear than ordinary, and the whole firmatnizut no burning about as yet being observedceldme old
man crying out said "Praised be God, that at lenwlice is oppressed, and truth made manifest.iéej@ Sons of
Light that an end of Darkness is made. The Sur seiho more, but shine to you forever, nor sih@Ver be
obscured from you", who having so said disappeared.
To this revelation my principal adding a conclusgamd "You must take great care of this figure duse in it the
signification of your work is contained. In thigfire | say there lies hid the secret of all secestsvell concerning
natural as supernatural things, which surpass maderstanding. Yet if you shall be honest and gadly place
your confidence in God you shall get all these".



Golden Age Restored

This was included in Johann Grasshayas chymica tripartita..Frankfurt, 1625, and is ascribed to Henricus
Madathanus, a pseudonym of Hadrian a Mynsicht.
Back to allegories

The Golden Age Restored

Whilst | was meditating upon the wonders of the Mdigih and the secrets of hidden Nature and thg &ead
fervent love of the neighbour, | recalled the whitevest which Reuben, the son of Leah, had fonrnhd fields
and had given the mandrakes Rachel had gottenlfeah for sleeping with the patriarch Jacob. Butthgught

went much deeper and led me further to Moses, t®hald made a potable of the solar-calf cast by ®and how
he had it burned with fire, ground to powder, s&e\vit upon the waters, and gave it to the Childrelsrael to
drink. And | marvelled most about this prompt angenious destruction which the hand of God had gintu
But after pondering over it for some time my eyesevmopened, just as happened with the two discgilEsnmaus
who knew the Lord in the Breaking of Bread, andhmagrt burned within me. But | laid down and begasléep.
And, lo, in my dream King Solomon appeared to mali his might, wealth, and glory, leading bedi@ all the
women of his harem: there were threescore queaddparscore concubines, and virgins without numbet one
was his gentle dove, most beautiful and deardsistbeart, and according to Catholic custom she aehagnificent
procession wherein the Centrum was highly honoareticherished, and its name was like an out-ointnies
fragrance of which surpassed all spices. And és/fspirit was a key to open the temple, to eriterHoly Place,
and to grasp the horns of the altar.
When the procession was ended, Solomon showedmumtbe unified Centrum in trigoni centri and opengd
understanding to me, and | became aware that baménstood a nude woman with a bloody wound in headt,
out of which came forth blood and water, but thatpof her thighs were like jewels, the work oé tiands of a
cunning workman, her navel was like a round golibich wanteth not liquor, her belly was like a ped wheat
set about with roses, her two breasts were likeytoemng roses that are twins, her neck was as artofaweory, her
eyes like the fishpools in Heshbon by the gateathBabbim; her nose was as the tower of Lebanonhwbbketh
towards Damascus. Her head was like Carmel, andainef her head was tied in many folds, like kéngurple.
But her garments, which she threw off, lay at leet,fand were all unsightly, stinking, and poisaou
And she began to speak: "I have put off my coaty kball | put it on? | have washed my feet, howldhdefile
them? The watchmen that went about the city fouadthey smote me, they wounded me, and took awayeihy
from me. Then was | stricken with fear and not comss and fell upon the ground; but Solomon badestaed up
again and said: be not afraid when thou dost seéerélaare, and the most hidden which is beneatheimeand upon
the earth. She is beautiful as Tirzah, comely assdéem, terrible as an army with banners, but ribgkess she is
the pure chaste virgin out of whom Adam was madkceated. Sealed and hidden is the entrance tioduse, for
she dwelleth in the garden and sleepeth in thedldafaves of Abraham on the field Ephron, and leage is the
depths of the Red Sea, and in the deep transparasins, the air hath given her birth and the fath brought her
up, wherefore she is a queen of the country, mtklaoney hath she in her breasts. Yea, her lipikara dripping
honey-comb, honey and milk are under her tonguetlamdmell of her garments is like the fragranckeifanon to
the Wise, but an abomination to the ignorant. Antb®ion said further: Rouse thee, look upon all neyngn and
see if you can find her equal. And forthwith thenaam had to cast off her garments and | looked mtbu my
mind had lost the power of judgement, and mine @yese holden, so that | did not recognise her.
But as Solomon observed my weakness, he sepailiatesimen from this nude woman and said: "Thy thdsigine
vain and the sun hath burned out thy mind and tegnory is as black as the fog, so thou canst natg@dight, so if
thou wouldst not forfeit thy concern and take adaga of the present opportunity, then can the hleweeat and
snow-white tears of this nude virgin again refrése, cleanse thine understanding and memory atakedt fully,
so that thine eyes may perceive the wonders dffibst High, the height of the uppermost, and thaltgieally
fathom the foundations of all Nature, the power apdration of all the Elements, and thine undedstanwill be as
fine silver, and thy memory as gold, the colouralbprecious stones will appear before thine eyebsthou wilt
know their production, and thou wilt know how tgaeate good from evil, the goats from the sheegp.lifda will
be very peaceful, but the cymbals of Aaron will &amthee from sleep and the harp of David, my fatinem thy
slumber.”
After Solomon thus spake, | was very much moreiéfiend was exceedingly terrified, partly becauski®
heartbreaking works, also partly because of thatgremour and splendour of the present queenlyamind



Solomon took me by the hand and led me througha wellar into a secret but very stately hall, vehiee refreshed
me with flowers and apples, but its windows wer@lenaut of transparent crystals and | looked thrahgim. And
he said: "What dost thou see?"

| replied: "I can only see from this hall into thall | just left, and on the left standeth thy guigavoman, and on
the right the nude virgin, and her eyes are rettter wine, her teeth whiter than milk, but her gamts at her feet
are more unsightly, blacker, and more filthy thla@ brook of Kidron."

"From all of them choose one", said Solomon, "tdhHyebeloved. | esteem her and my queen alike &gytuyh
pleased as | am with the loveliness of my wivedjtde do | care about the abomination of her gants."

And as soon as the king had thus spoken, he turmeohd and conversed in a very friendly way witlke ohhis
gueens. Amongst these was an hundred-year-old stes& with a grey cloak, a black cap upon her hesdiecked
with numberless snow-white pearls and lined withvelvet, and embroidered and sewn in an artfulmaawith
blue and yellow silk, and her cloak was adornedh witers Turkish colours and Indian figures.

This old woman beckoned to me secretly and swote e a holy oath that she was the mother of tlde wirgin,
that she had been born from her body, and thatvalsea chaste, pure and secluded virgin, that notil she had not
suffered any man to look upon her, and althoughhsigelet herself be used everywhere among the peogle on
the streets, no one had ever seen her naked befareand no one had touched her, for she was thanof whom
the Prophet said: Behold, we have a son born usitn secret, who is transformed beside others;Idettee virgin
had brought forth, such a virgin as is called Apdsa, meaning: secretly, she who cannot sufferotBeit while
this her daughter was as yet unwed, she had herageuportion lying under her feet, because ofpfessent danger
of the war, so that she would not be robbed of isdme roving soldiery and denuded of her statelysiure.
However, | should not be frightened because ofdisgusting garments, but choose her daughter bafbothers
for the delight of my love and life. Then she wogide and reveal to me a lye to clean her garmemis then |
would obtain a liquid salt and non-combustiblefoil my house-keeping, and an immeasurable treasnceher
right hand would always caress me and her left lveoald be under my head.

And as | then wanted to declare myself categosiagilon this matter, Solomon turned around agawkdd upon
me, and said: "l am the wisest man on earth, bieghatid pleasing are my wives and the glamour ofqugens
surpasseth the gold of Ophir; the adornments o€omgubines overshadow the rays of the sun, andehety of
my virgins surpasseth the rays of the moon, arfteasenly as are my women, my wisdom is unfathomafemy
knowledge is inexplicable.”

Whereupon | answered and, half afraid, | bowed; 'Ilmave found grace in thine eyes, and since paaor, give me
this nude virgin. | choose her amongst all otherdtie duration of my life, and though her garmemtsfilthy and
torn, | will clean them and love her with all myanrg and she shall be my sister, my bride, becshsdath ravished
mine heart with one of her eyes, with one chaihesfneck."

When | had thus spoken, Solomon gave her unto ntetheere was a great commotion in the hall of resnen, so
that | was awakened by it, and | knew not what e@gpened to me, nevertheless | believed it to be ldlveam and
| thought many subtle thoughts about my dream timéiimorning.

But after | had arisen and said my prayers, L@w she garments of the nude virgin upon my bednbutace of
her. And | began to be greatly afraid and all my kebod upright upon my head and my whole body batsed in
a cold sweat; but | took heart, recalling my dreang thought about it again in the fear of the L&udt my
thoughts did not explain it, and for this reasaated not to scrutinise the garments, much lesscmgnise
anything in them. | then changed my sleeping-charahd | left the garments in it for some lengthiofe ex mera
tamen ignorantia, in the belief that if | were doi¢h them or turn them over, something peculiarldibappen to
me, but in my sleep the smell of the garments lmasbped and inflamed me violently, so that my ey@sdd not see
the time of mercy, and never could my heart recsmyttie great wisdom of Solomon.

After the above-mentioned garments had lain foz flears in my sleeping-chamber and | knew not wieyt were
good for, | finally thought to burn them, in orderclean up the place. And then | spent the whalegbing around
with such thoughts.

But the next night there appeared to me in my drsenhundred-year-old woman and she spake hamsimhetthus:
"Thou ungrateful man: for five years | have entedsto thee my daughter's garments; among themeanadst
precious jewels, and during all that time thou mesther cleaned them nor thrown out of them théhsiand
worms, and now, finally, thou dost want to burnsthelothes, and is it not enough that thou artéheon for the
death and perishing of my daughter?"

Whereupon | became hot-headed and answered hewn Hall | understand thee, that thou wouldst make a
murderer of me? For five years mine eyes have elo¢lol thy daughter, and not the least did | he&eofhow then
can | be the cause of her death?"



But she would not let me finish, and said: "It listiaue, but thou hast sinned against God, theeefbou couldst not
obtain my daughter, nor the philosophical lixivilpromised thee for washing and cleaning her gatsador in the
beginning, when Solomon willingly gave thee my dateg, and when thou didst abhor her garments ntiaaie
furious the Planet Saturn, who is her grandfatiued, so full of wrath was he that he transformedaggin into what
she had been before her birth; and since you &tfedi Saturn through thine abhorring, thou didssedwer death,
putrefaction, and her final destruction, for shthisone of whom Senior saith: Ah, woe! to bringuale woman
unto me, when my first body was not good to lookmipand | had never been mother until | was boairaghen |
brought forth the power of all roots of herbs, amehine innermost being | was victorious."

Such and similar heart-breaking words were velgngte to me, but nevertheless | withheld my indigmaas much
as was humanly possible for me, at the same tilmkegting solemniter against her sayings: that ixknething at
all about her daughter, much less about her dewtipatrefaction, and although | kept her garmemtdife years in
my sleeping-chamber, | did not know them for myagtgindness nor ever discovered their use, anefitie | was
innocent before God and all others.

This, my righteous and well-founded excuse, musetmdeased the old woman not a little, for she &mblt me and
said: "l feel and observe from thy righteous mithét thou art innocent, and thine innocence stealidwarded well
and plentifully, therefore | will reveal to theecsetly and out of my good heart, namely that mygiaer, out of
special love and affection towards thee, hathtkefe a grey marbled casket as an inheritance amnbaggarments,
which is covered with a rough, black, dirty cased/aeanwhile she gave me a glass filled with Iyel, @ontinued
speaking), this same little casket thou shalt cfeam its stench and dirt which it hath receiveahfrthe garments.
Thou hast no need of a key, but it will open itsaffd thou wilt find two things therein: a whitévsr box, filled
with magnificent ground-lead and polished diamoraas] another work of art, adorned with costly soldnies: and
this is the treasure and entire legacy of my dexbdaughter which she left for thee to inherit betoer
transformation. If thou wilt only transfer this &gure and purify it most highly and silently andkdt up with great
patience in a warm, hidden, steamy transparentraist cellar, and protect it from freezing, hailick lightning,
hot thunder, and other outward destruction till wWieeat harvest, then thou wilt first perceive thére glory of
thine inheritance and take part of it."

Meanwhile | awoke for a second time and called upod, full of fear, praying that He would open mine
understanding that | might seek for the casket iias promised me in my dream. And after my prayss ended
| sought with greatest diligence in the garmentsfanind the casket, but the casing was tight ardtuzwdd seemed
grown onto it by nature, so that | was not abl&ate it off; then | could not clean it with any Iper split it with
iron, steel, or any other metal. | left it alonecermore and did not know what to do with it, anttilieto be
witchcraft, thinking of the prophet's saying: Fboagh thou wash thee with lye, and take thee maah,syet thine
iniquity is marked before me, saith the Lord God.

And after a year had passed again and | did nowvkatier speculating and industriously deliberatingw to
remove the casing, | finally went to walk in thedgn to rid myself of the melancholy thoughts, aftdr long
promenading, | sat down on a flinty stone andifét a deep sleep. | slept, but my heart was awtalege appeared
unto me the hundred-year-old stewardess and gdakt'thou received my daughter's inheritance?"

In a sad voice | answered, "No, though | founddasket, but alone it is still impossible for mesaparate the
casing therefrom, and the lye thou hast given ntlenet work on the casing."

After this simple speech the old woman smiled aid:SDost thou want to eat shells and shellfisthwie shells?
Do they not have to be brought forth and prepasethé very old planet and cook Vulcan? | told theelean the
grey casket thoroughly with the lye given thee, atith proceeded wholly from it, and was not redifi;om the
outer rough casing. This thou hast especially tm lruthe fire of the philosophers, then everythivity turn out for
the best."

And thereupon she gave me several glowing coalppe@ up in light white taffeta and instructed metHar and
pointed out that | should make therefrom a phildscgd and quite artful fire and burn the casingth would soon
find the grey casket. And presently every hour @mand south wind rose, both sweeping at the sangethrough
the garden, whereupon | awoke, rubbed the sleepfauine eyes, and noticed that the glowing coabpped in
white taffeta lay at my feet; with haste and jayrasped them, prayed diligently, called upon Gagjied and
laboured day and night, and thought meanwhile ®ftteat and excellent sayings of the Philosopkérse,say:
‘Ignis et azoth tibi sufficiunt'.

About this Esdras saith in his fourth book: ‘Anddeeve unto me a full cup which was full of fire damis form was
as of fire, and when | had drunk of it, my heatérgd understanding, and wisdom grew in my bréasmy spirit
retained its memory: and my mouth was opened, hntdr more. The Most High gave understanding thedive
men, and they wrote by course the things that wedethem, in characters which they knew not. Stoity days
were written 204 books, 70 for the wisest alonep wiere truly worthy of it, and all were written boxwood.'



And then | proceeded in silentio et spe, as thenmithan had revealed to me in my dream until, adngrth
Solomon's prediction, after a long time my knowledgcame silver and my memory became golden. Rotrding
to the instructions and teaching of the old stewssd| enclosed and locked up in a proper and gttisgic manner
the treasure of her daughter, namely: the spleaitbrilliant lunar diamonds and the solar rubloegh of which
came forth and were found from the casket andahddcape.

| heard the voice of Solomon who said: "My beloi®@nhite and ruddy, the chiefest among ten thousHiglhead
is as the most fine gold, his locks are bushy,ldadk as a raven. His eyes are as the eyes of dgvike rivers of
waters, washed with milk, and fitly set. His cheaks as a bed of spices, as sweet flowers: hisitipsike roses,
dropping sweet smelling myrrh. His hands are ad gabs set with the beryl: his belly is as brighiry overlaid
with sapphires. His legs are as pillars of marbé,upon sockets of fine gold: his countenancs isebanon,
excellent as the cedars. His mouth is most sweet: lye is altogether lovely. This is my beloved] #is is my
friend, O daughters of Jerusalem. Therefore shali hold him, and not let him go, until thou briegkim into his
mother's house, and into his mother's chamber."

And when Solomon had spoken these words | knevhowatto answer him, and | became silent, but | wénte
nevertheless to open again the locked-up treasitteyhich | might remain unmolested. Then | heandbther
voice: "l charge you, O ye daughters of Jerusatnthe roes, and by the hinds of the field, thastyenot up, nor
awake my love, till she please, for she is a gamteriosed, a spring shut up, a fountain sealedyitteyard at Baal-
hamon, the vineyard at Engeddi, the garden ofsfraiid spices, the mountain of myrrh, the hill ahkincense, the
bed, the litter, the crown, the palm-tree and ajy@e, the flower of Sharon, the sapphire, theuaisg, the wall,
tower, and rampart, the garden of joy, the wethim garden, the spring of living water, the kirdpsighter, and the
love of Solomon in his concupiscence: she is tleetd to her mother, and the chosen of her mdbeher head is
filled with dew, and her locks with the drops oéthight."

Through this discourse and revelation | was sanfiarmed that | knew the purpose of the Wise amtirdit touch
the locked treasure until through God's mercywhbeking of noble Nature, and the work of mine ovants, the
work was happily completed.

Shortly after this time, just on the day of the ithowhen the moon was new, there occurred an eadbipges sun,
showing itself in all its terrifying power, in theeginning dark green and some mixed colours, itriilally became
coal-black, darkened heaven and earth, and marpleoa@re much afraid, but | rejoiced, thinking afd great
mercy, and the new birth, as Christ Himself pointetito us, that a grain of wheat must be casttimaground, that
it may not rot therein, else it bringeth forth moif. And then it happened that the darkness waerea with clouds,
and the sun began to shine through, yet at the samedahree parts of it were still heavily darkenadd lo, an arm
broke through the clouds, and my body trembled seaf it, and it held in its hand a letter witlhifeeals hanging
down from it, on which stood written: ‘I am bladikyt comely, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, as the térikedar,
as the curtains of Solomon: Look not upon me, beedam black, because the sun hath looked upoetme3ut
as soon as the fixum acted in the humidum, a rawrdganned itself and | thought of the covenanhefiélost High,
and of the fidelity of my Ductoris, and of whatddlearned, and lo, with the help of the planetthedixed stars,
the sun overcame the darkness, and over every aiowarid valley there came a lovely and bright diagn all fear
and terror had an end, and everything beheld thsathd rejoiced, praised the Lord, and said: Theewis past, the
rain is over and gone; the flowers appear on thiethe time of the singing of birds is come, dnel voice of the
turtle is heard in our land; the fig tree putteattiti her green figs, and the vines with the templape give a good
smell. Therefore let us make haste to take thesfake little foxes that spoil the vines, that wayngather the
grapes in time and with them make and drink wimel, lae fed at the right time with milk and honey-tnrhat we
may eat and be filled. And after the day was dartethe evening fell, the whole heaven grew pald,tha seven
stars rose with yellow rays and pursued their mheourses through the night, until in the morrtingy were
overshadowed by the breaking of the sun's red dawn.

And behold, the Wise who dwelt in the land arosenftheir slumber, looked heavenward, and said: Wisbe that
looketh forth as the morning, fair as the moonacks the sun, and there is no spot in her, foatdsaur is fiery and
not unlike a flame of the Lord: so that no watelyraatinguish the love, nor any river drown it; tefare we will

not leave her, for she is our sister, and thoughislyet little, and hath no breasts, we will briveg again into her
mother's house, into a shining hall, where she haéim before, to suck her mother's breasts. Trewdhcome
forth like a tower of David, built with ramparts eteon hang a thousand shields, and many arms afititey men;
and as she went forth the daughter praised hefy@erd the queens and the concubines spake wiérobut | fell
upon my face, thanked God, and praised His Holy &lam

Epilogue

And thus is brought to a close, ye beloved and $agientiae et doctrinae filii, in all its powerdgits glory, the
great secret of the Wise, and the revelation ofSieit, about which the Prince and Monarch Thedpipocalpsi



Hermetis saith: ‘It is a single Numen, a divine,ndoous, and holy office, while it encloseth the vehworld within
it, and will become true with all else, and trulyeocometh the elements and the five substanceshtpenot seen,
nor hath ear heard, neither have entered the bkanty man, how the heaven hath naturally emboudig¢dith of
this Spirit, in it the truth doth stand alone, #fere it is called: the voice of truth. To this pgwAdam and the other
patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, owed tbeiiybhealth, their long life, and finally prosperan great wealth
thereby.

With the aid of this Spirit, the Philosophi foundis seven free arts, and acquired their wealttethieh. With it
Noah built the Ark, Moses the Tabernacle, and Solothe Temple and through this provided the goldessels
from pure gold in the Temple, and for the gloryGifd, Solomon also wrought with it many fine workslalid
other great deeds.

With it Esdras again established the Commandmaenityath it Miriam, the sister of Moses, was hospiga And
this Spirit was much used and very common amomgsptophets of the Old Testament. Likewise it isealicine
and a cure for all things, and the final revelatidwe final and highest secret of Nature.

It is the Spirit of the Lord which hath filled tisphere of the earthly kingdom, and moved upondbe bf the
waters in the beginning. The world could neithedenstand nor grasp it without the secret graciospiration of
the Holy Ghost, or without secret teaching. Forvimele world longeth for it because of its greatvpos, which
cannot be appreciated enough by men, and for vihiekaints have sought from the creation of thddyand have
fervently desired to see.

For this Spirit goeth into the seven planets, thitiee clouds, and dispelleth the mists, givethtlig all things,
transformeth everything into gold and silver, giveealth and abundance, treasures, cleanseth yeprosth
dropsy and gout, cleareth the face, prolongethdifieengtheneth the sorrowful, healeth the sickahthe afflicted,
yea, it is a secret of all secrets, one secregtofrall secret things, and healing and medicimeafiothings.

Likewise it is and remaineth unfathomable in natared endless power and an invincible might andygkbat is a
passionate craving for knowledge, and a lovelyghihall things which are beneath the circle of tt@on, with
which Nature is made strong, and the heart witimalinbers is renewed, and kept in blossoming yagé,is
driven away, weakness destroyed, and the entirklwefreshed.

Likewise this Spirit is a spirit chosen above d@lier heavenly things or spirits, which giveth hiealick, joy, peace,
love, expelling altogether all evil, destroying poty and misery, and also causing that one cahereialk nor think
evil; it giveth to men what they desire from thethes of their hearts, worldly honour and long tidethe godly, but
eternal punishment to the evil-doers, who put iniproper use.

To the Most High, Almighty God who hath createdstait and who hath also been pleased to revedirbisledge
unto me, a miserable, sinful man, through a promisktrue vow, to Him be given praise, honour, yhmd thanks,
with an entirely humble and fervent prayer thatwik direct my heart, mind, and senses through iy Ghost,
S0 governing that | talk to no one about this deoneich less communicate it to some one who dotlieas God,
nor reveal it to any other creature, lest | bregkvaw and oath, and break the heavenly seals,farsdlitecome a
perjured Brother Aurae Crucis, and utterly offend Divine Majesty, and thereby commit and perpetkabwingly
an unpardonable mighty sin against the Holy Ghasterefore may God the Father, Son, and Holy GliostMost
Blessed Trinity, mercifully preserve and protect ¢coastantly. Amen. Amen. Amen.

Greverus

From theTheatrum ChemicunYolume lll, Strassburg, 1613.
Back to allegories

"Behold, my beloved son, the harvest-time desinggidu has come. Rejoice and render immortal thamksod
Eternal, because he allowed us to be able to utedhershose things, and directed my words, so thatived at a
true and clear statement of the idea. And you, omy adore that God submissively, so that, whenhaue made a
beginning with the investigation, it will pleaserhto reveal those two hidden secrets, just as yauo-apply
yourself assiduously to the study of the much exbRhilosophy - are also worthy to participatehm very select
courses of this sacred banquet, and as you arevaltby of being able to gather the golden appfab®
Hesperides in the garden of Tantalus, first hawiragle the always watchful dragon unconscious, aetsnds
urge. But, as that garden is fenced in by an exdhestrong wall, the question has to be put: "lIratMvay can you
enter the garden? And how do you recognize thebigaeing the golden apples? And in what way dogather
them?"



Oh, beloved son, did you not see that that garsléaid out on a very high and lonely mountain, ftet of which is
always surrounded by the noise caused by the figlitirces of disharmonious winds, and which, asmsaatiable
chaos, fosters a struggle between coldness andTeatmiddle part of the mountain, however, hasamdi black
dragons, which wage a never ceasing fight withinbatiable chaos and the winds. That fight is withend,
because, when the fury of the red dragons is irdthby the increasingly agitating opposites of tleds, they
themselves perish by their own glow and the chakasttheir dead bodies in. Nevertheless this dtstnagle
knows no rest, because the red dragons, doomeshth,chre succeeded by black dragons, which, beydelves
also breaking out into rage, are inflamed and pdif the red dragons, while - as is said - otlseiceed them
immediately. But this struggle never ends in areity, for neither chaos nor winds are finite does the offspring
of the black dragons ever disappear. Nevertheless the guardian and master of the mountain cdhedblack
dragons' offspring at regular intervals and sehdmtto the centre of the mountain. The top of tie@mtain,
however, shows a threefold change in one single yeavinter it blazes with glowing sparks, likeetEtna; in
spring, however, the top is flooded with stagnhot,pools and marshy reedlands, while the entieedi the winter
is hidden. In summer, however, when the watere®@hbt swamps are quite dried up, the ashes ajshof which
it may be assumed that they were burnt by the wiire, appear to be still tepid, although the dist heat is gone.
In autumn the remainders of the ashes disappear agd very fine sand comes in their stead, whsajldwing-hot,
it is true, but certainly not red-hot; | think thats the remainder or the very bottom of the watbat flooded the
summit in spring-time.

In this mountain, my son, | think you have seenrthal gardens of the Hesperides; in those garttengolden and
silver roses grow and from there come the purplewred apples, the golden and the silver onestlzeylbear fruit
annually.

The access to this garden, however, is difficult,the entrance still more difficult and much mdifficult is the
gathering of the golden or silver apples themselFes the behaviour of the mountain is of such taneathat
nobody is admitted, who has not experienced théryvold first. Therefore you also have to approadéh winter,
and you must not be intimidated by the cold, fou yall scarcely be able to stand the heat prewvgitihthe
entrance. On the top of the mountain you will carpen a very high tower, the guardian of the gartlesmtower
has two parapets, which are both situated in a@rgere. He who wants to enter this garden, hasotequer above
all the bulls, which blow fire out of their nostiéind has to go through the gate and the fieryppésaThis requires
enormous efforts, and one risks one's life. Thguish an immense task that one is not ready te fone's way
through before the end of the winter. However tha&y be, the danger that is imminent because ofwshfire and
such an enormous blaze is not slight. Therefoneti®wants to enter must try go get the medicineishviledea
once gave to Jason, when the latter tried to ¢¢egarden. Beloved son, if you do not succeedhiirfg these
medicines, exert yourself to find a way by your antustry, by which you can go through the aforetizmed
menaces. For if you only go past them and not ginadhem you will never be allowed to enter the gardBut
although I was filled by an overwhelming yearniriggathe garden, and saw that | could not paséldinees without
danger, | did not want to go away before | had seleether perhaps somebody would come who would shew
the way to pass, or whether the blaze might bengutshed. And when nobody came after me and theemivas
already wearing away quickly, the tower suddenlgareto move strongly, the blaze began to decreabevas
quite extinguished some moments later, and towepanapets had dissolved, as it were, and hadpghsaged, and
when that had happened, | immediately ran to thdega whilst it was still the same season as wherndwer still
stood; and | was not at all astonished by the thiftad seen happening. But when | had nearly estise garden, |
was cut off from the entrance by stagnant, hot kgate all sides.

The garden was surrounded by a diaphanous wahgts iron, and was in the middle of the stagri@itwaters.
But the garden as well as the water were surrouimdgeeir turn by brickwork outside the wall. | sahowever,
three steps of a narrow road, along which | hopeithtd admittance and, without losing time, | begaifollow
them, whereupon the brickwork opened before me. vineln | was on the first step, | was compelledand still
for some time, because | was struck by a horribilellsof decomposition. The heat agreed with thédte@rmth of
a rotting process. When this had passed | obtadedttance to the second and the third step, where was
something all the time which detained me, everhat tvhen | thought | was already quite near thdeya, there
took place an enormous trembling of the mountajnybich the waters disappeared and a deep ditcigisuded
by a brick wall remained; the bottom of the ditcahsmablaze with the glowing ashes. In the middl¢ whs a
garden, and three roads from the ditches led taiting different degrees of heat, which increasdtkat in
proportion to their distance from the garden. disked every nerve, till, already on the point afntling the earthen
bank of the third road, | felt another mountaindbavhich enveloped the glowing ashes in a darlehftem which
scorching hot sand appeared, which surroundedatdeg with a bank on all sides. My expectationsevetrained
to the utmost, as to whether | was near the emdyodrdeal; and it turned out to be true. For, psrteived the



enchanting flowers of the garden from the banksad miracles so great that | may not speak abeut thwas so
thunderstruck by utmost astonishment that | scametficed in what way an old man led me into thedga. This
same old man carried seven keys in his hand, whilchw | think, he himself opened the bolts of tlateg of the
garden, while | stood on the bank, dumb with astemient. This old man led me to the tree with tHde@oapples,
in order to let me venerate the tree. A dragonlyiag near the tree, which had been killed jusobefand by
whose blood the golden apples were affected. lbhuasing with desire to gather the golden apples;ald man
knew this and while he surveyed me calmly he s&8dn, lay aside the seductions of earthly desfogghis fruit is
only given to Divine Spirits."

His words made me tremble from head to foot, foad never heard such a voice; | was, as it wesngdd by this
voice and | got the impression that my conscioushes! broadened considerably. It seemed to mehihatd man
changed his shape; he became a very exalted aitdye®, terrible figure, and | perceived thatves not the
gardener whom | had seen just before, but the makthe garden himself. A strong fear came ovettmag | would
be punished for my audacity of having ever thowugflgenetrating the garden of such a mighty masterdunning
way.

And while, full of doubt, | considered several thénand was alternately under the spell of my fedrthen filled
with desire and hope, he himself stretched oub&aisl and gathered some golden apples, and whilsbked in
turn at the apples and at me he said: "This Gad#e Garden of happiness and wisdom, and we laaVé out
for man's sake and in order to exclude irratioméh@ys we have surrounded it with a wall as strangan; we saw
that it was threatened by the guile and ruses of; theere is no admittance for anyone of the thighirings, except
for the righteous, the innocent, the modest andytioal; and we ourselves attract those. And wheohgerve that
they are persevering and steadfast we finally uten in here after the ordeal is over, and afeehewve bestowed
upon them gifts of this nature, we let them go agaiietly." With these words he handed me the apipéehad
picked. | threw myself upon the earth before hiefan deepest veneration and adoration, and degjoliging | put
the apples into my pocket. When | was on the pafithanking him he said: "My son, this is not &lljow me";
and he led me to a work-room, which was purifiée, dragon's blood that had bespattered the golaf@esahaving
been removed, and after he had taken a slightikpg whitish powder out of a wooden box, he hahgart of it
to me with the words: "This powder blots out evstgin, and resuscitates any dead; go away, keegetirets
hidden, purify the moistened (earth) with fire gravder, work the earth and sow what is purified] kst it thrive
and sprout and may your earth give you ample frtWthen he had spoken these words, he disappeanedsight.
But | was thunderstruck and dazed, and when | deonee after that, it seemed to me as if | awakermd Eleep,
for, nearly exhausted by the long journey and tgdhe work, | threw myself onto my bed, and lgdaruly have
believed that | had only seen everything in a drgéhhad not had the golden apples and the poudery hand,
and moreover, such a sharp recollection of all wagbken to me. But, however that may be, whetheally was
in the garden then or was only led to it in a visgy saw it in a dream, the name of him be blessed eternity,
who has seen fit to reveal to me such awe-inspimggteries of nature, and has not kept his gifinfrae, unworthy
sinner. The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirptaésed, blessed and exalted, the only God inalh&y, Amen.
Conclusion

My son, here you have the whole process of our woglour hands, without any disruption and withany
superfluity and summarized by a competently wriggquence. Therefore, prepare your heart, thanyay find
favour in God's eyes. For it is a gift of God ahdadntains the secret of the indivisible unity loé tHoly Trinity. O
most precious of all sciences, you are the thextiee whole nature and its anatomy, the earthivpasmy, the
truth of God Almighty, the proof of the resurrectiof the dead, the example of the remission ofesirthe
unmistakeable proof of the future Last Judgemedttha mirror of eternal bliss. Truly, no sciencenisre exalted
than this one; for this one science contains &inees, without being included in one of them ftsel

But, thanks, praise and honour to You only, O ialelif Majesty, because you have not kept your grace me and
have revealed the secrets of your most hidden workse; therefore your sacred name be praised &teahity.
Amen.

An unwise man will not get to know these things

and a fool will not understand them.

A sack of cummin belongs to a parrot and hay towa.'t

The Allegory of Merlin

In the alchemical tradition we find a number oéglbries which involve the transformation of a Kititg Duenech
and Merlini allegories being among the earliesedently uncovered an English translation of thieddry of



Merlin in a 17th century manuscript in the Britisibrary (MS Sloane 3506, f.74-75), which sparkefimy interest
in the piece so | have decided to include it héte allegory (minus the ‘Merlin’ title) exists inld-15th century
manuscript in the Bibliotheque Nationale in PaktS( Lat. 14005), and it was published as 'Merlitliegoria,
profundissimum Philosophici Lapidis Arcanum peréecbntinens', in the alchemical compendifirtis Auriferiag
I, 420-424, Basel, 1593). The association withGledtic ‘Merlin' figure is obscure and there areimizrnal
references (nor indeed any links with the Merlintihmg), which might explain why this name is assedawith the
allegory. It shows the death and resurrection efing. The King drinks a special water which kHisn, and
through drying off this water a transmutation oscand the King is brought back to life in a morergetic form.
This allegory has obvious links with the Duenedbgdry (which was published in the vast alchemical
compendiumTheatrum Chemicurtl, p.756-757, Ursel, 1602).

Allegory of Merlin

A King intending to conquer a mighty people prepdnenself against them for war, and when he woeldupon a
horseback, he commanded one of his soldiers totgiea cup of water which he mightily loved.

The soldier answered and said, "My lord, what is #ater you ask for?"

And the King said, "The water which I long for isvater which | love, and also the water loves mevalall

things".

Then considering, he went and brought it, and timg Igetting it drunk, drank again till all his mearks were filled,

and all his veins inflamed, and he was much disgeld.

Then the soldier spoke to him, "My lord, see thesadere and if you please get upon his back".

However the king answered, "I can not".

But the soldier said "For what reason can you not".

And he answered, "l find myself heavy, and my haeties, and | fancy all my members divide themsehess one

another. Therefore | command you that you do bmnireginto a light chamber, which must be in a warich diry

place, then | shall sweat and the water will bedlin me, and also | will be freed from it".

And they did as he commanded them, and the tinreglmier they opened the chamber and found him dueesl.

But his relations went presently to the Alexandmmel Egyptian physicians, and brought them to mchtald them

what had happened to the King. When they had seertihey said that without doubt he might be deldekfrom it.

Then they asked "Who is the Master among you?"

And the Alexandrines answered "We if you please".

But the Egyptians said "We are Masters if you pesmsd we will be it, for we are more ancient than,\also we

seem to be younger".

To which the Alexandrines consented.

Then the said Masters did take the King and cutihimery small pieces, grinding these. Then thelyrdix them

with their moistening medicines a little, then thmyt him also prepared into his chamber in a wanmperate place

as before for a day and a night. When this was ey did take him half-dead, but having yet @eliife, and

seeing this the King's relations said, "Ach thedis dead".

To which the physicians answered, "He is not ddadjot make a noise as he sleeps”.

Now they did take him again and washed him withetweaters so often till the least of the medicinaters went

off. Then they mixed him again with new medicine gt him again in his place as before, and whew thd take

him out they found him quite dead.

Then his relations did exclaim, "The King is dead".

To which the physicians did answer "We killed hion the reason that after his resurrection and the @

Judgement he may become stronger and more povirethis world as he was before".

When the relations did hear this, they fancied tlveye impostors, and then taking from them theidiciaes they

forced them to leave the kingdom. When this was,dhey deliberated together what should be dottle the dead

poisoned body, and they concluded that they shioug him that his stink might bring no damage.

When the Alexandrine physicians did hear this, tteaye and said, "Do not bury him, for if you please will

make him better and more powerful than before".

The relations began to scorn them saying, "Will yjmpose on us also as the others have done? A iflo not

perfect what you promise you shall not evade ondka

To which the physicians consented, and they did thk& dead king, as the others hath left him aimaligrg him

they washed him well till nothing remained of thteers medicines, then they did dry him. Then thieytake of salt

armoniac one part, and two parts of AlexandringeNithis they did mix with the powder of the deadd< Then

they did make a paste of it with linseed oil, andlipinto a chamber, made like a perforated cragiand under the



hole they put another clean crucible. There théyhien for one hour, then they covered it with fislwing till all
was melted into the other crucible, descendinguiinahe hole. Then the King, also brought from dealife, cried
out "Where are the enemies. Let them know thatllkii them, if they do not obey me immediately".

When they heard this they came before him saying Lbrd, we are ready to obey all your commandmeratsti
from that hour all kings and neighbours did feanhand when they would see his wonders, they paitoomce of
washed mercury into a crucible and projected upas much as a grain of linseed of his hairs, mailsiood. When
they blowed gently the coals, then they left hincdol, and they found a stone which | know. Of #imne they
projected a little upon purified Saturn and prelyeitg form was altered as | know of which afterdsir They put
one part upon ten of Venus and it would be allr# goodness and colour. And by another way theyadiiel the
said stone powdered and mixed him with salt andaSdiefore, and melted him and projected the sasmbled
salts into goat's cream, and then it grows good@ldahings.

Brother, keep secret this treatise for it is ofraportance amongst the fools, and no importancengstavise men,
and this is the Royal way of three days, for thél/lvave but little labour and great lucre. Letglerify the Most
High Creator who has taught his faithful Servanrémsmute accidences into substances, also #nantay bring to
action these powers which lay hidden in diversghin

Muller's allegory

Extracted from Patrick Ruthven's commonplace bodkdinburgh University Library.
Back to allegories

The copy of D. M[uller] letter written to the Eat Argyle, containing the whole work enigmaticadly he
conceived it, first out of the former wheels anghear of Trithemius, and then made it with his ovamdis: copied by
me from the original letter under D.M. own handpieal, | say, anno 1629 October 2 per me Patriciuttéenum.
Right Honourable,

Your earnest desire to profit in this study of npéigsical philosophy, | thought it good to give yduardship a taste
of such marrow as | have by God's assistance sumkieof the bones of old philosophy. First, therefaaking it
pro confesso, esse artem, quam vocant chemicamoyith confession, to be the art, which they cadimica"], and
that the same is most firmly founded and groundezhtinvincible maxims, and undeniable principlesbg
manifold authorities and apologetic arguments @iwong to admit any contradiction) may fully appdearay taking
that, and diverse other needless doubts dailymtueoely of this admirable art, as granted and frélgolved; | have
made choice to leave all questions concerning d¢issipility of the art, and to set down only theywe&ue and lively
method and order which | would follow, in case neere ready to put a practical hand to performetfiect of all
my rhetorical speculations.

And therefore where | find by the relation of disercredible authors, that not far from that famduMeptunian
Metropolis, there lurketh in the hidden cavernsimé huge Mountain a most ugly venomous, and hdtyitg
dragon and that without the living blood of suchre, this great work cannot be performed, | saytbawill
endeavour to bring this work to effect, must ofessity be of an invincible courage to wage war witfull a
Monster, and thither he must, where if he fortumélil of Hercules strength to get the golden apjplethe
Hesperides; yet let him be so politic, that he with Jason insinuate with Medea to master that Monso as
though he can not possibly quite extinguish an@atdfim, that yet he fail not to bring away witimha good share
of the strongest and deadliest poison that is witlin. If it be the true venom, it will show in topen air the very
natural colour of the heaven, but let him be vérgumnspect in carrying it, lest it breed his bdor, it is
wonderfully subtle and penetrative, and therefake theed that thou give it no, not the least veamd, keep it part
by itself. When thou hast furnished thy self witiststrong intoxication, then get thee speedilsiother huge
mountain consecrate to the Virgin Mary, whom thel&by one old decree, in the General Council hetdea
beginning, established and consecrated with thpikgef all the broken and waned moons, who haveenthoice
of that place to be her Gazophylacium for that pag

Scoff not at this fiction, though it seem fabuloasd there once arrayed thou shalt be kindly exitexti being a
stranger especially if thou covet to see that Tueaswhere either the doorkeeper or some othefamg of trust
there, will not stick for small consideration td feee have a cast of his office and pleasure whethe broken
offals of some of these waned moons. As soon ashhe got it, fly thee to the Cyclops forge, buaiy case see
that Vulcan be not at home, and get one of thebe#d thy old fragment into book leaves upon thefitle anvils,
for without the Cyclops help herein to temper thgdvi metal, it would not abide, but would fly frohrete quickly



into his own region of the sky, the Sphere of theolil This done yet has thou one more journey toenhafore
thou return, namely into North Albion, where isaarfous river generally known to be of this virtuettso often as
the Sun shineth brightly upon the same, it retisetstrongly the influence thereof, that ofteretsnm the bottom
thereof are found certain rays of the Sun so puygbht and refulgent, as no eye can possibly distteem to be of
one other substance, than of the Natural Sun.

Dive for and get thereof a good quantity, and dihwhis in all respects as | directed thee to di Wiy broken
Moons: and let each of all these be kept apathiill have occasion to use them severally.

Thus thoroughly furnished with materials, buildehe a furnace in the forge of Philosophy. Let Zaitls by thy
Architect, herein he will either make it for theieniself, or will not stick to let thee have his madewsoever |
would advise thee to take his advice. Thy furnatiéaally framed, there is a bird called Hyle loké the fire that
layeth transparent eggs. This bird is most commémind, near some convent of sable friars, whdtermost part
love to sit by good and warm fires. Choose ondefdurest and clearest eggs, the best have thedbngck. When
thy shall is clean washed, and nothing left witihithen take the venomous blood of thy Dragon, jgundje it after
this manner. Take a hare, and pour it into her padg presently bind up fast all the vents bothirzeand before,
and course her so long that all the venom sweaagain at her sides. When the hare beginneth tatstien have a
clean vessel of glass ready to receive the azagsdsf the distilling venom, and immediately letbé poured into
the translucent eggshell but not above the quaatibine drops, wherein infuse one of the leavethpbattered
Moon. Then stir them well together, and preserglytiermes Seal upon the vent of thy eggshell, aimd ipwell
that thou mayest easily perceive, if any have effdo meddle with thy work. This done carry it ithe forge of
Philosophy, and place it in thy furnace where equireth. But now followeth a most hard task tqpb&ormed, and
that is, thou must of necessity entreat Jupiter, e would be content to spare thee Vulcan thgefoof his
thunderclaps, to attend this thy world wonderedwfithout his continual presence thou canst doingttyea all thy
labour is lost. And having obtained this at Jufstéand, then hast thou himself to entreat, wreslie thee, is of a
very crabbed disposition, and sullen demeanournewer leave using of mild terms, and gentle matitid thou
hast reclaimed him from his churlishness, and niéigheaffable and tractable. All which he will be yewilling to
perform, if thou cast but procure Venus once tdesogpon him, for with one hours dalliance she dajpia him
even a whole years task, without grudging or gaiingga

He thus reclaimed and lenified, set him to his task be sure thou have a watchful eye over hist,day matter
unfortunately crossing his now mild dispositionpgld unhappily move him to impatience, and so ny,flae might
happen to set the forge and all on fire, and thert thou undone. But if thou canst like a philosaptkeep him in a
mild and temperate mood, then shalt thou see m8me@ed temperance show itself in the orderly pssaa they
work.

Further shalt thou see the Man in the Moon firatldll in a suit of black satin, and after thatlire process of time
will he appear in another suit as white as snow,anen thou seest these successive alteratiomsstiake
Vulcan's head, and say he is a good boy and telMénus shall thank him for his pains, if he witintinue yet a
while longer, but in any case take heed you inereas his diet, nor give him no food of a dry ondaustible
quality, for then all is lost, but keep him yetaastraight diet, and still hold him hard to hisktas

When the Man in the Moon hast had on his whiteshgat, and that you see him once put on his yefjodie,

then O! then, even then, break open the seal warilg add to thy composition one leaf of the rdyth® Sun which
thou must have always in readiness to watch thi®dpnity withal, ah, then shalt thou see there lgtadly friends
that have been so long absent will embrace eadr,diht as soon as ever it is put within the sipeisently clap on
the seal again, and see thou remove not the dltedif dnis place, for the doing thereof. Nor eveéMealcan's eyes so
much as one's wink from his labour, but hold higessantly at his work, and thou shalt see thabifiiand Vulcan
prove careful workmen, thy first Man of the Moorlwince again in due time, if thou have patiencali@e the
time, show himself in his former colours.

And first of Black, but much more black and of ad@eper dye in grain, and after in white agaie faxceeding the
former. If you please here to break off your waHen may you by virtue of this whiteness make dadyw moons
at your pleasure, but better it were to bide keliinger, and then you shall see this whitenessitio red, and so
little by little, it will wear into a deep sanguimed, in such grain as you cannot imagine a deeperthis is called
the crocus solis, wherewith you may dye every iffgeéibody into the natural colour of the Sun, dmehtis your
wished work at an end, and now thou mayest giveafuleave to sport him for a time, till thy furthercasion.

If you will try whither thou hast wrought wiselygke one part of thy red powder and first projecipion 10 parts of
thy reserved Sun rays, and it will all become Mediof Metals, and then project one part of thatesnparts of
Mercury, and thou shall see thy Medicine will tdinis little star into a bright and perfect shini@gn.

If thy saffron grow scant, then mayest thou easiiytiply it into more, then make it anew, and tttadu mayest do
by continuing thy first course till thou comestpot in thy Sun's rays, and then instead of thefasagnso much of



thy reserved sovereign saffron, and that will haste perfection of thy work, and so mayest thaaitito the glory
of God that gave it thee, to thy own honour, anthéoexceeding great comfort of all the distressethbers of
Christ, thy own brethren.

| say with this thou may instantly heal all manoédiseases of all living creatures, restore thk 8 their health,
preserve the whole from sickness, and continue thetim, in one assured estate of health, untilibat appointed
by God to call them hence for their original sifnoli mayest also help all the infirmities of vegétapand of
crystal make rubies, and all kinds of precious aton

Judge then whither this be not the rarest gift @ad hast given to Man, next after his soul, dredalvation of the
same.

Use therefore this Sacred Gift as a means wheehgknowledge the goodness of so Gracious a Godaae
heed thou abuse not both Him and His gifts, anmktttiat in this, thou art but God's Steward, andtngive to Him
a full account, how thou hast used this thy talemtto whom he lendeth much, of him shalt muchéwgiired.
D.M.

Allegory from Ruland

This allegory is included in Martin Ruland's alcheah dictionary,Lexicon alchemiae sive dictionarium
alchemisticum. Franckfurt, 1612.
Back to allegories

| was buried in a most profound slumber when itsee that | beheld a statue of about fifteen fedtgight,
representing a venerable and ancient man, verysoamel and beautifully proportioned in all the mersh# his
body; he had long silver-coloured hair, fallingwaves upon his shoulders; his eyes were like fingubises, set
with carbuncles in the middle, and the radiaticerélof was so brilliant that | could not support lilgat. His lips
were of gold, his teeth of Oriental pearls, andrést of his body was a most brilliant ruby. Hi# feot rested on a
terrestrial globe which seemed to support him. Withright hand uplifted and outstretched, he sekinde
poising above his head a celestial globe at theo&hds finger; his left hand held a key made obagh diamond.
This man approached me, and said: | am the Gehilre Gages; fear not to follow where | lead. Thaking me
by the hair with the hand which held the key, lisa@d me up carried me away, and caused me to seatee three
regions of the air, the fire, and the heaven oftelplanets. Beyond even these did he transpgrthee, having
enveloped me in a whirlwind, he disappeared, dodid myself on an island floating in a sea of bloSurprised
at finding myself in so remote a region, | walkéaolhg the bank or shore, and contemplating the s@édwith
profound attention, | remarked that the blood ofalutit was composed was all warm and living. | reked also
that a very gentle wind, which continually agitatednaintained the heat thereof, and did excitthia sea a
bubbling and movement which caused the whole se#tate with a scarcely perceptible motion.

Ravished with admiration in that | was gazing onglk so passing strange, | was reflecting on ak¢tmarvels,
when | looked up, and lo! many persons standingigyside! | apprehended at first that they wouldkgeemolest
me, and | passed quickly into a bush of jasmineotaceal myself; but the odour of the said floweadssh speedily
cast me into a sleep that they found and took psgse of me. The tallest of the gang, who seemedtamand the
others, required of me in a haughty tone what hadenme so rash as to enter from the Low Countoythis most
exalted empire. | described to him after what mahiad been transported thither. The personagéhéiah
immediately change his deportment, manners anchgcmed he said unto me: Be thou welcome, O stramg®
hast been here led by our most high and powerfaidéHe thereupon saluted me, as also did albthers, after
the fashion of their land, which is first of alllie flat upon the back, then in like way upon bedly, and so rise. |
returned their salutation after the custom of myaeuntry. After this ceremony, the commander retiinto me
that he would present me to Hagacestaur, who isé¢h@eror. He solicited me that | would excuse hirthat he
had no carriage by which he might transport méa¢otbwn, from which we were distant one leagueehtertained
me by the way with an account of the power anddganof the said Hagacestaur, telling me that disidion
extended over seven kingdoms, and that he had mhibatewhich was in the middle of the other sixestablish his
ordinary residence.

As he remarked that | found it difficult to walkpthe lilies, roses, jasmines, carnations, tuleercsnd a
prodigious variety of other flowers, most beautduld curious to behold, which blossomed even upemdad, he
inquired, with a smile, if | feared to harm thodants. | answered that | was well aware they wened of a
sensitive soul, but seeing they were most rareyirown country, | shrank from trampling them undetfarhen,



noticing that the whole land seemed to be nothintglbwers and fruits, | asked him where grain \saw/n therein.
He replied that they sowed nothing of the kind, thiet sterile portion of the Kingdom abounded inmyrand that
Hagacestaur caused the greater portion to be thdowm into the Low Country to give us pleasure fétsthe rest,
it was devoured by the beasts. For themselves,tagle their bread of the most beautiful flowersdding it with
dew, and baking it by the rays of the sun. As ldiéleverywhere an abounding quantity of the fifiests, | had
the curiosity to gather some pears that | migtetdseir flavour, but they would have prevented sagjing that
these also were only eaten by animals. I, nevetisefound that they were of delicious quality. Tbenmander
presently offered me some peaches, melons, andfigever has Provence, nor yet all Italy, noréBeeitself,
produced fruits of such surpassing excellence.vtege unto me by royal Hagacestaur that the saitsfgnew wild,
that they did nothing to cultivate them, and thegtyt ate nothing else with their bread. | inquirédtiion after what
manner they preserved their flowers and fruitsruthe winter season, but he answered me thakiiey no
winter, that their years had three seasons onhyjtisspring and summer, and that of these twoetlveas formed a
third, which was autumn. The latter contained mlodies of the fruits both the spirit of springlahe soul of
summer, at which time they harvested the grapaf@gomegranate, these being the choicest of fiuéis.

This personage manifested an extreme astonishniet hinformed him that we ate beef and mutton, gy&iah,
and other animals. He told me that we must podsgsa gross or clouded understanding, since we msel®f such
coarse nourishments. | experienced not fatiguastragtion while listening to his curious and worfde
information, which | heard with great attention.tBeing counselled to take note of the appearahtteedwo, from
which we were now distant only two hundred pacésd no sooner raised my eyes to look at it thHaeheld
nothing, for | had become suddenly blind. At thig conductor fell a laughing, and all his companyhwiim. The
vexation of finding all these gentlemen making mewver my ill-chance, caused me more chagrin than t
misfortune itself. Seeing that their behaviour tiaged me, he who had taken such pains to ententaconsoled
me by commending me to a little patience, for lldtisee clearly in a moment. He then went in seaf@mn herb
which he rubbed over my eyes, and | straightawédngloethe light and glittering of this superb towrhereof the
houses were built of purest crystal, while the iluminated it continually, for in this island nagit or darkness
did ever fall. On no account would they permit mehter any of these houses, but | was alloweddk lipon what
was passing therein through the transparent medfithee walls. | examined the first of these mansjamhich were
all built on the same model. | remarked that thewysisted of one storey only, divided into threerapants, having
several chambers and cabinets on the same floor.

The first apartment was dining-room, ornamentedh Wwéngings of gold lace, bordered by a fringe efsame
precious material. The ground colour of this st variable between red and green, enriched widst silver,
the whole being covered with white gauze. Thereevedso some cabinets garnished with gems of diffex@lours.
Next | discovered a chamber entirely furnished i richest black velvet, laced with very blackl aery glossy
bands of satin, the whole being relieved by emlagiaf jet, which had also a most brilliant andé$cent
blackness. In the second apartment there was abelrdmang with white watered silk, enriched andenadid by a
broidery of very fine Oriental pearls. There welsoaseveral cabinets furnished in various colowgjrsmich as blue
satin, violet damask, citrine mohair, and carnatitazed silk. In the third apartment was a chandoaped with an
eminently resplendent material, purple on a gotiigd, beyond all comparison more beautiful and miafethan
all the other fabrics | had seen. | inquired wheesze the master and mistress of this dwelling-plaod learned
that they were concealed at the further end ofdh@énber, and that they must pass to one whichrevaster still,
and was separated from this one by certain comratingccabinets. The furniture of these cabinets allasf
different colours, some yellow, some citrine, squeest and finest gold-brocade. | could not seddheh
apartment, but was told that it consists of a simfiamber, the furniture being covered with a &éssusolar rays,
the purest and the most concentrated, on a grolutie @urple fabric which | had previously remarked

After having beheld all these curious things, | wdermed after what manner marriages took placeraythe
inhabitants of this island. The royal Hagacesthavjng a most perfect knowledge of men and of higests'
dispositions, from the smallest even to the gréaséssembled the nearest relatives, and placedragyoanspotted
maiden with a strong, healthy, and excellent olahnTden he purged and purified the girl, washeda@eadnsed the
old man, who presented his hand to the maidenttendhaiden took the hand of the old man. Thereupey were
conducted to one of these lodgings, the door bedaded with the same substance of which the higeléwas
built. Thus shut up, they were destined to remagether for a period of nine months, during whichetthey made
all the beautiful furniture and appointments whidtad so much admired. At the end of the prescribmed they
came forth joined in one and the same body, posgeksat one soul, the power whereof is of singglaatness on
the earth. Of this Hagacestaur makes use to coaltevicked persons in his kingdoms.

They promised me that | should enter into the matfdHagacestaur, and should behold the apartriesrisin,
among others a saloon in which there are four atatis old as the world, that in the centre beiagrbst powerful



Seganisseged, who had transported me into thigdisihe three others, which form a triangle abadnn, lare three
women - to wit, Ellugat, Linemalor, and Tripsaresep. It was also promised me that | should behlwdemple
wherein is the image of their divinity, whom theallElesel Vassergusin; but by this time the cdukd begun to
crow, the shepherds were already leading theikfidoc pasture, and the husbandmen, yoking theim tox@loughs,
made such a clatter that | awoke, and my dreamaitagether dissipated. All that | had seen wasbthing in
comparison with what they had promised to revealMavertheless, | have found abundant consolatioen
have reflected on that other and heavenly empirrevthe Most High is seen seated upon His thramegusnded
with glory, and accompanied by angels, archangéks;ubim, seraphim, thrones, and dominations. Télea# we
behold what eye hath never seen, shall hear whaiagia never heard, since it is in that place vadl gfartake of
eternal felicity, which God hath promised to abh¢ke who seek to make themselves worthy of it,alirig been
created to participate in this glory. Let us thenodir best to merit it. God be praised!

Sendivogius' Enigma of the Sages

This Parable or Enigma of the Sages, was includédichael SendivogiuSractatus de Lapide Philosophorum
This was first published in 1604, but many editiappeared during the 17th century.

Back to allegories

A Parable,
or
Enigma of the Sages

Once upon a time, when | had been for many yeansydffe sailing from the Arctic to the Antarctiok, | was
cast ashore by the Will of God, on the coast ofrdain great ocean; and though | was well acquainiéh the
properties of that sea, | did not know whetherdhgas generated near those shores that littl&fineis, which is
so anxiously sought, even unto this present, by ofidiigh and low degree. But as | watched the Na&t
Nymphs disporting themselves in the water, beitigdi@d with my previous toils, and overwhelmed bg t
multitude of my thoughts, | was lulled asleep by soft murmur of the waves; and as | slept swesttygently, |
beheld a marvellous vision. | saw ancient Neptwrith a trident in his hand, rise, with venerablpexg, from our
sea, who after a friendly salutation, carried ma tnost beautiful island. This island was situattetthe southern
hemisphere, and contained all that is requiredrfan's use and delight. It appeared a more pleasdrdelightful
abode than Virgil's Elysian fields. The shoresebémwere fringed with verdant myrtles and cypres$es
meadows were studded with a large variety of badw@nd fragrant flowers. The slopes of the hillere/clad with
vines, olives, and cedars. The roads were overbyrfe intertwining branches of laurels and pomegta trees,
which afforded grateful shade to the wayfarer. plaéns were covered with groves of orange and letress. In
short, the island was an epitome of earthly beauty.
Concealed under a rock, Neptune shewed me two atinef that island, gold and chalybs (steel). Theas
conducted to an orchard in the middle of a meaddvich was at no great distance, the same beingqulanith a
great variety of beautiful trees.
Among these he shewed me seven enriched by particaimes; and two of them towered above the rews.l0re
fruit which shone like the sun, and its leaves mdsed gold; the fruit of the other was whiter thidies, and its
leaves were like fine silver. Neptune called thstfihe Solar, and the second the Lunar tree. Tihetbing which it
was difficult to obtain in the island, was wateheTinhabitants had tried to get it from a springimans of a
conduit, and to elicit it from many things. But tfesult was a poisonous water, and the only whgdrdould be
drunk was that condensed out of the rays of theasdnmoon. The worst of it was, that no one cottidhet more
than ten parts of this water. It was wonderful watean tell you; for | saw it with my eyes, arithed with my
hands its dazzling whiteness, which surpasseti@iplendour of the snow. While | stood wrapt imastion,
Neptune vanished from my sight, and there stoodrbehe a tall man, on whose forehead the nametofiSaas
inscribed. He took a vessel, and scooped up tde phthe water, in which he placed fruit from ®elar tree; and
the fruit was consumed like ice in warm water.
So | said unto him:- "Lord, | behold here a marmved thing. The water is small in quantity; nevelehs, the fruit of
this tree is consumed therein by a gentle heatwAat purpose is all this?"
He graciously replied: "My son, it is true thatghining is wonderful. But this water is the watélife, and has such
power to exalt the qualities of this fruit, thashall afterwards, without sowing or planting -yhl its fragrance -



transmute the six trees which remain into its owture. Moreover, this water is as a woman to thie: fihe fruits
of this tree can putrefy nowhere but in this wagewl though the fruit by itself be wonderful anéqous - yet when
it putrefies in this water, it brings forth out thiis putrefaction a Salamander that endures tbeifg blood is more
precious than all treasures, and has power to rdad#e six trees such as you see here, and teerieeir fruit
sweeter than honey."

Then | said unto him:- "Lord, how is this thing &

He replied: "I have already told thee that thetfraif the Solar tree are living, and they are swadtwhereas the
fruit while it is cooked in this water can informatone part, after its coction has been compldtedri inform a
thousand."

| then enquired whether the fruit was boiled irstiater over a fierce fire, and how long?

He answered, "This water has an inward fire, andnthis is assisted by continuous outward warrthyrins up
three parts of its own body with this body of theitf until nothing but an incredibly small partmains, which,
however, possesses the most marvellous virtue.iJ kisoked by the wise Master first for seven menénd then
for ten. But in the meantime, on each fiftieth dayariety of phenomena is witnessed."

Again | besought him whether this fruit was cookedeveral waters, and whether anything was adaléd t

He made answer: "There is no water, either iniitésd or in the whole country, but only this kialdne that can
properly penetrate the pores of this fruit; and gbauld know the Solar tree also grew out of thédan; which is
collected by magnetic attraction out of the rayshef Sun and Moon. Hence the fruit and the wathibéxa
wonderful sympathy and correspondence. If any fpreubstance were added to the water, its virtuddvanly be
impaired. Hence nothing should be put into the wiate this fruit. After its decoction the fruit hdfe and blood,
and its blood causes all barren trees to bringpfitré same precious fruit."

| asked whether the water was obtained by any spaeess, or whether it was to be obtained eveeyah

He said, "It is found everywhere, and no one camWithout it, but it is best when extracted by meaf our
Chalybs (steel), which is found in the belly of ®Ram. If you ask what is its use, | answer thabvteethe due
amount of coction has been performed, it is depdlgon, but afterwards it is the Great Medicine] gields 29
grains of blood, each one of which produces 8ah®fruits of the Solar tree."

| asked whether it could be still further improved.

"The Sages say," he returned, "that it can be @&z first to ten, then to a hundred, then to aghod, then to ten
thousand times its own quantity, and so on."

| asked whether that water was known by any pddiaiame.

He cried aloud, saying: "Few know it, but all hae®n it, and see and love it; it has many namesyégall it the
water of our sea: the water that does not wet amelf."

"Do they use it for any other purpose?" | enquitaahd is anything born in it?"

"Every created thing," he replied, "uses it, bwisibly. All things owe their birth to it, and livia it. Nothing is,
properly speaking, in it, through itself minglegiwall things. It can be improved by nothing b fruit of the
Solar tree, without which it is of no use in thienk."

| was going to ask him to speak more plainly, wherbegan to cry out in such a loud voice that Ikenaut of my
sleep, and Saturn and the hope of getting my qurestinswered vanished altogether. Be contentedytheless,
with what | have told you, and be sure that inpossible to speak more clearly. If you do not usided what |
have said, you will never grasp the writings ofesthhilosophers. After a while, | fell into anottdeaep sleep, in
which | saw Neptune standing over me, congratujatite on our happy meeting in the Garden of the erédgs.
He held up to me a mirror, in which | saw the whaléNature unveiled. After we had exchanged a femarks, |
thanked him for conducting me to this beautifuldgar, and introducing me to the company of Satund;lénheartily
besought him to resolve for me the difficulties audibts which Saturn had left uncleared.

"For instance," | said, "I have read and beliea tbr every act of generation a male and a femaeequired; and
yet Saturn spoke of generation by placing the Saldtrin the water, or Mercury of the Sages. Wthiat he mean?
As the lord of the sea, | know that you are acaedinvith these things, and | entreat of you to arswe."

He said, "What you say about the act of generasidrue; and yet you know that worms are producedl different
way from quadrupeds, namely by putrefaction, amdptace or earth in which this putrefaction ocdsifeminine.
In our substance the Mother is the water of whizximsich has been said, and its offspring is prodibged
putrefaction, after the manner of worms. HenceSthges call it the Phoenix and Salamander. Its géaonris a
resurrection rather than a birth, and for this oeasis immortal or indestructible. Now, whatsoeigeconceived of
two bodies is subject to the law of death; butlifiecof this fruit is a separation from all thatderruptible about it. It
is the same with the Phoenix, which separateselfitrom its corruptible body."

| enquired whether the substance was compound maitire.



"No," he said, "there is only the Solar fruit tl@put into the water, which must be to the froithe proportion of
ten to one. Believe that what was here revealgtian a dream by Saturn, after the manner of gland, is not a
dream, but a bright reality which will stand thsttef broad daylight."

With these words he abruptly left me, without Iistey to my further questions; and | awoke and foomaelf at
home in Europe. May God shew to you, gentle realerfull interpretation of my dreams! Farewell!

To the Triune God be Praise and Glory!

Thomas Vaughan's allegory of the Mountain

A second short allegory from Thomas Vaughamen de Lumine, or a New Magical Lighbndon, 1651.
Back to allegories

Every man naturally desires a superiority, to haeasures of gold and silver, and to seem grethieireyes of the
world. God indeed created all things for the usenah, that he might rule over them and acknowlddgeein the
singular goodness and omnipotence of God, give tHanks for His benefits, honor Him and praise Haut there
is no man looks after these things otherwise thaspending his days idly. They would enjoy themhwiit any
previous labor and danger; neither do they looktiem in that place where God has treasured therwbap
expects also that man should seek for them thatktathose that seek will He give them. But thieneot any that
labors for a possession in that place, and thexefase riches are not found. For the way to thisep- and the
place itself - have been unknown for a long tinmeg| & is hidden from the greatest part of the woBdt
notwithstanding that it be difficult and laboriowsdiscover this way and place, yet the place shbalsought after.
But it is not the will of God to conceal anythingi those that are His; and therefore in thisdgst - before the
final judgement comes - all these things shall lamifested to those that are worthy. As He Himsétiough
obscurely, lest it should be manifested to the uttwo- has spoken in a certain place, "There ibingtcovered
that shall not be revealed and hidden that shalbadknown." We therefore, being moved by the §piriGod, do
declare the will of God to the world, which we halgo already performed and published in severgjuages. But
most men either revile or condemn our Manifestelse - waiving the Spirit of God - they expect pneposals
thereof from us, supposing that we will straightwegch them how to make gold by art, or furnishntheth ample
treasures, whereby they may live pompously in #oe fof the world, swagger and make wars, turn usuglittons
and drunkards, live unchastely and defile their levttife with several other sins - all of which arentrary to the
blessed will of God. These men should have leafimed those ten Virgins - whereof five that werelfsio
demanded oil for their lamps from those five tharewise - how that the case is much otherwiss.dkpedient
that every man should labor for this treasure leyabsistance of God and his own particular seardhiralustry.
But the perverse intentions of these fellows weeustind out of their own writings, by the singudeasice and
revelation of God. We do stop our ears and wrapaues, as it were, in clouds to avoid the bell@siand
howlings of those men who cry out in vain for gold.

And thus indeed it comes about that they brandittsinfinite calumnies and slanders, which nevdabg we do
not resent; but God in His good time will judgerthéor it. But after we had known well - though uokm to you -
and perceived by your writing how diligent you &wepursue the Holy Scripture and seek the true kedge of
God, we have out of many thousands thought youhyat some answer; and we signify this much to pgihe
will of God and the admonition of the Holy Spirit.

There is a Mountain situated in the midst of thehear center of the world, which is both small adat. It is soft,
also above measure hard and stony. It is far affrezar at hand, but by the providence of God ibigsiln it are
hidden the most ample treasures, which the wontebisable to value. This mountain - by envy of deeil, who
always opposes the glory of God and the happinesen - is compassed about with very cruel beasisravening
birds - which make the way thither both difficuttchdangerous. And therefore until now - becauséithe is not
yet come - the way thither could not be soughtrafte found out. But now at last the way is to berfd by those
that are worthy - but nonetheless by every maifdad®or and endeavors.

To this Mountain you shall go in a certain nighthen it comes - most long and most dark, and sseythu prepare
yourselves by prayer. Insist upon the way thatdeaadhe Mountain, but ask not of any man wherentag lies.
Only follow your Guide, who will offer himself toou and will meet you in the way. But you are nokibow him.
This Guide will bring you to the Mountain at midhigwhen all things are silent and dark. It is rssegy that you
arm yourselves with a resolute, heroic courage yles fear those things that will happen, and ddeck. You
need no sword nor any other bodily weapons; onlyugn God sincerely and heartily.



When you have discovered the Mountain the firsaoié that will appear is this: A most vehement agiy great
wind that will shake the Mountain and shatter theks to pieces. You will be encountered also biydiand dragons
and other terrible beasts; but fear not any ofdtiesgs. Be resolute and take heed that you toriback, for your
Guide - who brought you thither - will not suffemyaevil to befall you. As for the treasure, it istiyet found, but it
is very near.

After this wind will come an earthquake that willesthrow those things which the wind has left, anitlmake all
flat. But be sure that you do not fall off. Thetbguake being past, there will follow a fire thatl wonsume the
earthly rubbish and disclose the treasure. Bueaggu cannot see it.

After these things and near the daybreak therebeikh great calm, and you will see the Day-staeathe dawn
will appear, and you will perceive a great treastitee most important thing in it and the most petrfe a certain
exalted Tincture, with which the world - if it se God and were worthy of such gifts - might bectead and
turned into most pure gold.

This Tincture being used as your Guide shall tgachwill make you young when you are old, and yalli w
perceive no disease in any part of your bodiesmBgns of this Tincture also you will find pearlsaof excellence
which cannot be imagined. But do not you arrogatgtang to yourselves because of your present pdoerbe
contented with what your Guide shall communicatgdn. Praise God perpetually for this His gift, drave a
special care that you do not use it for worldlydpribut employ it in such works as are contrathéoworld. Use it
rightly and enjoy it as if you had it not. Liveentperate life and beware of all sin. Otherwise y®uide will
forsake you and you will be deprived of this haggs For know of a truth: whosoever abuses thistliia and
does not live exemplarly, purely and devoutly beforen, will lose this benefit and scarcely any hapkbe left of
recovering it afterward.

Z0SImosS

From the third century A.D. Greek adept Zosimo®amoplis.
Back to allegories

The composition of the waters, and the movemenmt tla@ growth, and the removal and restitution afilyonature,
and the splitting off of the spirit from the bodnd the fixation of the spirit on the body are opérations with
natures alien one from the other, but, like thellmodies of metals and the moist fluids of plaats, One Thing, of
One Nature, acting upon itself. And in this systefrpne kind but many colours, is preserved a rebeaf all
things, multiple and various, subject to lunaruefice and measure of time, which regulates thatiessand
growth by which the One Nature transforms itself.

And saying these things, | slept, and | saw a oesacrificing priest standing before me and ovat altar which
had the form of a bowl. And that altar had fiftest@ps going up to it.

Then the priest stood up and | heard from abovei@\say to me, "I have completed the descenteofifteen steps
and the ascent of the steps of light. And it isgherificing priest who renews me, casting off boely's coarseness,
and, consecrated by necessity, | have becomeift"spir

And when | had heard the voice of him who stooth@altar formed like a bowl, | questioned him,ideg to
understand who he was.

He answered me in a weak voice saying, "I am loiesPof the Adytum, and | have borne an intolegdbkce. For
someone came at me headlong in the morning ancedibered me with a sword and tore me apart, acaptdithe
rigor of harmony. And, having cut my head off witle sword, he mashed my flesh with my bones anddalithem
in the fire of the treatment, until, my body tramrsfied, | should learn to become a spirit. And tained the same
intolerable force."

And even as he said these things to me and | fdizedo speak, it was as if his eyes turned to dhland he
vomited up all his flesh. And | saw him as a mugithimage of a little man and he was tearing aflésh and
falling away.

And being afraid | woke and considered, "Is thisthe composition of the waters?" | thought thaaks right and
fell asleep again. And | saw the same altar irstiegpe of a bowl and water bubbled at the top ahid, in it were
many people endlessly. And there was no one whonght question outside of the bowl. And | went aghe altar
to view the spectacle.

And | saw a little man, a barber, whitened with,zyed he said to me, "What are you looking at?"

| answered that | wondered at the boiling water xedmen who were burning but remained alive.



And he answered me saying, "The spectacle whichsgeus at once the entrance and the exit andrtivess."

| questioned him further, "What is the nature & gnocess?"

And he answered saying, "It is the place of thetira called the embalming. Men wishing to obtadntue enter
here and, fleeing the body, become spirits."

| said to him, "And are you a spirit?"

And he answered, saying, "Both a spirit and a gaardf spirits."

As he was saying these things to me and the baiticrgased and the people wailed, | saw a copperholgling a
lead tablet in his hand. He spoke aloud, lookinthattablet, "I counsel all those in mortificatittnbecome calm
and that each take in his hand a lead tablet aitd with his own hand and that each bear his epesatd and open
his mouth until his grapes be grown."

The act followed the word and the master of thesk@aid to me, "Have you stretched your neck ughand you
seen what is done?"

And | said that | had and he said to me, "This wiatopper whom you have seen is the sacrificiagtrand the
sacrifice and he who vomited out his own flesh hira was given authority over the water and oves¢hmen in
mortification."

And when | had seen these visions, | woke againsaiiito myself, "What is the cause of this visitsthis not the
white and yellow water, boiling, sulphurous, divitie

And | found that | understood well. And | said titavas good to speak and good to hear and gogivéoand good
to receive and good to be poor and good to be Anll.how does the Nature learn to give and to v he
copper man gives and the water-stone receiveshtimeler gives the fire that flashed from it. Fdrtlaings are
woven together and all things are taken apart nbiags are mingled and all things combined alhd¢hings
mixed and all things separated and all things arstened and all things are dried and all things dmd all things
blossom in the altar shaped like a bowl. For ebghmethod and by weight of the four elements, titeriacing and
separation of the whole is accomplished for no bmamdbe made without method. The method is natbragthing
in and breathing out, keeping the orders of thehowtincreasing and decreasing. And all thingsibigidn and
union come together in a harmony, the method nioiggeglected, the Nature is transformed. For thtiie,
turning on itself, is changed. And the Nature ithitbe nature of the virtue and the bond of theladvor

And, so that | need not write to you of many thinigend, build a temple of one stone, like certige, alabaster,
like marble of Proconnesus in appearance, haviitgerdbeginning nor end in its building. Let it leawithin, a
pure stream of water glittering like sunlight. Nation what side the entry to the temple is and yake sword in
hand and seek the entry. For thin-mouthed is thegpivhere the opening is and a serpent lies hyaitding the
temple. First seize him in your hands and makecdfiga of him. And having skinned him, cut hisdtefrom his
bones, divide him, member from member, and haviogdht together again the members and the bonds® ma
them a stepping stone at the entry to the tempdar@unt upon them and go in, and there you witl fivhat you
seek. For the priest whom you see seated in tharatgathering his colour, is not a man of copper.hé has
changed the colour of his nature, and become aafsitver whom, if you wish, after a little timepwy will have as
a man of gold.

Then, again wishing to ascend the seven stepsoamehibld the seven mortifications and, as it hapgeane day
only did | ascend the way. Retracing my stepsetéhpon ascended the way many times. And on rewrhcould
not find the way, and becoming discouraged, nahgdeow to get out, | fell asleep.

And | saw in my sleep a certain little man, a barlearing a red robe and royal garments, anddezsiutside of
the place of the mortifications and said, "Whatyoe doing, Man?"

| said to him, "I stand here because | have missedy road and am lost.”

He said, "Follow me".

And going out, | followed him. And being near t@thlace of the mortifications, | saw the little bar man leading
me and he cast into the place of the mortificatimmd his whole body was consumed by fire.

Seeing this, | fled and trembled from the fear bmtbke and said to myself, "What is this that | baeen?" And
again | took thought and determined that this banen is the man of copper. It is necessary foffiteestep to
throw him into the place of the mortifications. Mgul again desired to ascend -- the third step Alsd again,
alone, | went along the way, and as | drew neapthee of the mortifications, again | got lost,it@ssight of the
path, and stood, out of my mind.

And again | saw an old man of hair so white my eyese blinded by the whiteness. His name was Agktbmon.
And the white old man, turning, looked on me fawtaole hour.

And | asked him, "Show me the right way."

He did not turn toward me but hastened to go omigie way. And going and coming in this manneméckly
effected the altar. As | went up to the altar | shevwhite old man. He was cast into the mortifarag. O Creator-



gods of celestial natures -- straightaway the flatoek him up entire, which is a terrible story, brgther. For
from the great energy of the mortifications hissiecame full with blood.

And | questioned him saying, "Why do you lie thére?

And he opened his mouth and said, "I am the mdeaaf and | am withstanding an intolerable force."

And then | woke out of fear and sought in mysedf thause of this fact. And again | reflected and samyself, "
understand well that thus must one cast out thiedeuly the vision is concerning the combinatafriquids.”
And again | knew the theophany and again the saadtadand | saw a certain priest clothed in whéekebrating
those same terrible mysteries and | said, "Whhiget

And answering he said to me, "This is the priegshefAdytum. He wishes to put blood into the bodiesnake the
eyes clear, and to raise up the dead."

And again | fell asleep for a while and while | wasunting the fourth step | saw one with a swordli;mhand
coming out of the east. And | saw another behimd, liolding a disk, white and shining and beautidubehold.
And it was called the meridian of the Sun and Irapphed the place of the mortifications and thewhe held the
sword said to me, "Cut off his head and sacrifisenteat and muscles part by part so that firsfldsh may be
boiled according to the method and that he might uffer the mortifications."

And waking, | said, "I understand well that thesatters concern the liquids of the art of the métals

And the one who held the sword said "You have Ifatfithe seven steps beneath."

And the other said at the same time as the cagtihgf the lead by all the liquids, "The Work isngoleted."

Campanella's City of the Sun

The City of the Syhby Tommaso Campanella [1568-1639], was originatligten in Italian in 1602, just after he
was condemned to life imprisonment for sedition hacesy. The original manuscript is in the Biblexth
Governativa, Lucca, Tuscany. It was later revised & Latin version was written in 1613-14. Thetfpsnted
edition in Latin was issued at Frankfurt in 1628isTis one of the most important utopias, and nayehinfluenced
Bacon'sNew Atlantis This English version was prepared by Kirk Craanf scanner output provided by Internet
Wiretap.
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The City of the Sun

A Poetical Dialogue between a Grandmaster of the Kghts Hospitallers and a
Genoese Sea-Captain, his guest.

The City of the Sun, by Tommaso Campanella. PreplayeKirk Crady from scanner output provided byehmet
Wiretap.

The City of the Sun
A Poetical Dialogue between a Grandmaster of thighta Hospitallers and a Genoese Sea-Captainueistg
G.M. Prithee, now, tell me what happened to yourduthat voyage?
Capt. | have already told you how | wandered okienthole earth. In the course of my journeyingrhedo
Taprobane, and was compelled to go ashore at a,pldrere through fear of the inhabitants | remaineal wood.
When | stepped out of this | found myself on adapdpin immediately under the equator.
G.M. And what befell you here?
Capt. | came upon a large crowd of men and armedemo many of whom did not understand our language,
they conducted me forthwith to the City of the Sun.
G.M. Tell me after what plan this city is built ahdw it is governed.
Capt. The greater part of the city is built updmigh hill, which rises from an extensive plain, kaveral of its
circles extend for some distance beyond the ba#w®ediill, which is of such a size that the diamefiethe city is
upward of two miles, so that its circumference lmees about seven. On account of the humped shahpe of
mountain, however, the diameter of the city islyemlore than if it were built on a plain.
It is divided into seven rings or huge circles ndrfrem the seven planets, and the way from onbamther of
these is by four streets and through four gated,ltlok toward the four points of the compass. fkenrore, it is so
built that if the first circle were stormed, it wdwf necessity entail a double amount of energstéom the second;
still more to storm the third; and in each succegaiase the strength and energy would have to blelefd; so that



he who wishes to capture that city must, as it w&igrm it seven times. For my own part, howevéhjrik that not
even the first wall could be occupied, so thick theeearthworks and so well fortified is it withelistworks, towers,
guns, and ditches. When | had been taken throughdtthern gate (which is shut with an iron doowsought that
it can be raised and let down, and locked in easily strongly, its projections running into theayres of the thick
posts by a marvellous device), | saw a level sgawenty paces[1] wide between the first and see@ild. From
hence can be seen large palaces, all joined twdlief the second circuit in such a manner ageear all one
palace. Arches run on a level with the middle heajhthe palaces, and are continued round the wiide There
are galleries for promenading upon these archeishvare supported from beneath by thick and wedlpgial
columns, enclosing arcades like peristyles, orstéos of an abbey.

But the palaces have no entrances from below, éxaefhe inner or concave partition, from which emers
directly to the lower parts of the building. Theglhér parts, however, are reached by flights of leasteps, which
lead to galleries for promenading on the insidelainto those on the outside. From these one ettierhigher
rooms, which are very beautiful, and have windowshe concave and convex partitions. These roomdigided
from one another by richly decorated walls. Theveoxror outer wall of the ring is about eight sp#risk; the
concave, three; the intermediate walls are onpedraps one and a half. Leaving this circle one fgethe second
plain, which is nearly three paces narrower thanfitist. Then the first wall of the second ringseen adorned
above and below with similar galleries for walkiagud there is on the inside of it another intewail enclosing
palaces. It has also similar peristyles supportedatumns in the lower part, but above are excefpctures, round
the ways into the upper houses. And so on afterdtmodigh similar spaces and double walls, enclopaigces, and
adorned with galleries for walking, extending aldhgir outer side, and supported by columns,hél last circuit is
reached, the way being still over a level plain.

But when the two gates, that is to say, those @biitmost and the inmost walls, have been pasgsednounts by
means of steps so formed that an ascent is scatiselgrnible, since it proceeds in a slanting dioe¢ and the steps
succeed one another at almost imperceptible hei@intshe top of the hill is a rather spacious plaimd in the midst
of this there rises a temple built with wondrous ar

G.M. Tell on, | pray you! Tell on! | am dying to &aemore.

Capt. The temple is built in the form of a cirdlas not girt with walls, but stands upon thickwmns, beautifully
grouped. A very large dome, built with great car¢hie centre or pole, contains another small \amult were rising
out of it, and in this is a spiracle, which is rigiver the altar. There is but one altar in thedtd@df the temple, and
this is hedged round by columns. The temple iisath a space of more than 350 paces. Withoutdhes
measuring about eight paces extend from the hdatie aolumns outward, whence other columns risaithree
paces from the thick, strong, and erect wall. Betw#hese and the former columns there are galleniesalking,
with beautiful pavements, and in the recess ofntalk, which is adorned with numerous large dodrere are
immovable seats, placed as it were between thédrilumns, supporting the temple. Portable claa@shot
wanting, many and well adorned. Nothing is seemr thealtar but a large globe, upon which the hebvieodies
are painted, and another globe upon which themeépresentation of the earth. Furthermore, irvéhit of the
dome there can be discerned representations thieaditars of heaven from the first to the sixth nitagle, with their
proper names and power to influence terrestrialghimarked in three little verses for each. Thesdate poles and
greater and lesser circles according to the rigfitude of the place, but these are not perfecalrsethere is no wall
below. They seem, too, to be made in their reldiiotime globes on the altar. The pavement of timplke is bright
with precious stones. Its seven golden lamps hbmaya burning, and these bear the names of thengdaeets.

At the top of the building several small and bdaltiells surround the small dome, and behind évellspace
above the bands or arches of the exterior andanteolumns there are many cells, both small angelawhere the
priests and religious officers dwell to the numbg&forty-nine.

A revolving flag projects from the smaller domedahis shows in what quarter the wind is. The flagharked with
figures up to thirty-six, and the priests know whatt of year the different kinds of winds bringlamhat will be the
changes of weather on land and sea. Furthermodey tine flag a book is always kept written withides of gold.
G.M. | pray you, worthy hero, explain to me theinale system of government; for | am anxious to liear

Capt. The great ruler among them is a priest whway tall by the name Hoh, though we should call him
Metaphysic. He is head over all, in temporal aridtspl matters, and all business and lawsuitssatded by him,
as the supreme authority. Three princes of equaepe- viz., Pon, Sin, and Mor -- assist him, anelse in our
tongue we should call Power, Wisdom, and Love. ®wét belongs the care of all matters relating to aval
peace. He attends to the military arts, and, reekiah, he is ruler in every affair of a warlike mat. He governs the
military magistrates and the soldiers, and hasrthragement of the munitions, the fortificationg, skorming of
places, the implements of war, the armories, théhsrand workmen connected with matters of this. sor



But Wisdom is the ruler of the liberal arts, of thanics, of all sciences with their magistrates @octors, and of
the discipline of the schools. As many doctorshasd are, are under his control. There is one dedto is called
Astrologus; a second, Cosmographus; a third, Argticas; a fourth, Geometra; a fifth, Historiographa sixth,
Poeta; a seventh, Logicus; an eighth, Rhetor; lanfBrammaticus; a tenth, Medicus; an eleventhsPlggus; a
twelfth, Politicus; a thirteenth, Moralis. They lealbut one book, which they call Wisdom, and irlitlee sciences
are written with conciseness and marvellous fluesfagxpression. This they read to the people #fteicustom of
the Pythagoreans. It is Wisdom who causes theiextnd interior, the higher and lower walls of gy to be
adorned with the finest pictures, and to havehaldciences painted upon them in an admirable ma®nethe
walls of the temple and on the dome, which is tetnd when the priest gives an address, lest thedsoofhis
voice, being scattered, should fly away from hidiaence, there are pictures of stars in their diffiiimagnitudes,
with the powers and motions of each, expressedatghain three little verses.

On the interior wall of the first circuit all theathematical figures are conspicuously paintedguréis more in
number than Archimedes or Euclid discovered, masgyadmetrically, and with the explanation of thenathe
written and contained each in a little verse. Tlareedefinitions and propositions, etc. On the rotteconvex wall
is first an immense drawing of the whole earthegiat one view. Following upon this, there aredeb$etting forth
for every separate country the customs both palpiet private, the laws, the origins and the powehef
inhabitants; and the alphabets the different peogéecan be seen above that of the City of the Sun.

On the inside of the second circuit, that is to sBthe second ring of buildings, paintings oflaitids of precious
and common stones, of minerals and metals, are ardra little piece of the metal itself is alseréhwith an
apposite explanation in two small verses for eaetahor stone. On the outside are marked all ths,s@vers,
lakes, and streams which are on the face of thb;ees are also the wines and the oils and thereifit liquids, with
the sources from which the last are extractedy theilities and strength. There are also vessédlisiio the wall
above the arches, and these are full of liquidsfome to 300 years old, which cure all disease#.ddd snow,
storms and thunder, and whatever else takes piabe iair, are represented with suitable figureklthe verses.
The inhabitants even have the art of representirsfone all the phenomena of the air, such as the, \nain,
thunder, the rainbow, etc.

On the interior of the third circuit all the diffemt families of trees and herbs are depicted, lagick tis a live
specimen of each plant in earthenware vesselsglaoen the outer partition of the arches. Withgpecimens
there are explanations as to where they wereftitstd, what are their powers and natures, and rglseices to
celestial things and to metals, to parts of the &nuimody and to things in the sea, and also astoukes in
medicine, etc. On the exterior wall are all theesaof fish found in rivers, lakes, and seas, aait tiabits and
values, and ways of breeding, training, and livithg, purposes for which they exist in the world] &meir uses to
man. Further, their resemblances to celestial arrdstrial things, produced both by nature andaaet so given that
| was astonished when | saw a fish which was likéshop, one like a chain, another like a garmemburth like a
nail, a fifth like a star, and others like imagéshmse things existing among us, the relationaichecase being
completely manifest. There are sea-urchins to bae,send the purple shell-fish and mussels; andevieathe
watery world possesses worthy of being known isetffiglly shown in marvellous characters of paintargl
drawing.

On the fourth interior wall all the different kind$ birds are painted, with their natures, sizest@ms, colors,
manner of living, etc.; and the only real phoesipossessed by the inhabitants of this city. Oresxterior are
shown all the races of creeping animals, serpdragons, and worms; the insects, the flies, ghatstles, etc., in
their different states, strength, venoms, and ws@&$sa great deal more than you or | can think of.

On the fifth interior they have all the larger aalsof the earth, as many in number as would asftioyou. We
indeed know not the thousandth part of them, fothenexterior wall also a great many of immense aiz also
portrayed. To be sure, of horses alone, how grean@er of breeds there is and how beautiful axddims there
cleverly displayed!

On the sixth interior are painted all the mechdraces, with the several instruments for each ddr tmanner of
use among different nations. Alongside, the digoftguch is placed, and their several inventorsxaraed. But on
the exterior all the inventors in science, in wegfand in law are represented. There | saw Md@3sisis, Jupiter,
Mercury, Lycurgus, Pompilius, Pythagoras, Zamol&islon, Charondas, Phoroneus, with very many atfidrsy
even have Mahomet, whom nevertheless they hatdéadseaand sordid legislator. In the most dignifpesbition |
saw a representation of Jesus Christ and of theéwgostles, whom they consider very worthy anftiio be
great. Of the representations of men, | perceivaes@r, Alexander, Pyrrhus, and Hannibal in thedsgplace; and
other very renowned heroes in peace and war, edlyelRoman heroes, were painted in lower positiomsier the
galleries. And when | asked with astonishment whehey had obtained our history, they told me &madng them
there was a knowledge of all languages, and thaebseverance they continually send explorers arithasadors



over the whole earth, who learn thoroughly the @ust, forces, rule and histories of the nations,datigood alike.
These they apply all to their own republic, andhwtitis they are well pleased. | learned that caram@htypography
were invented by the Chinese before we knew of thigmre are magistrates who announce the meanitig of
pictures, and boys are accustomed to learn ali¢tences, without toil and as if for pleasure;ibuhe way of
history only until they are ten years old.

Love is foremost in attending to the charge ofréme. He sees that men and women are so joinethérgthat they
bring forth the best offspring. Indeed, they laaglus who exhibit a studious care for our breeldos§es and dogs,
but neglect the breeding of human beings. Thugtheation of the children is under his rule. So #ghe
medicine that is sold, the sowing and collectindroits of the earth and of trees, agriculture tpasye, the
preparations for the months, the cooking arrangésnand whatever has any reference to food, clgttand the
intercourse of the sexes. Love himself is rulet,thare are many male and female magistrates dedita these
arts.

Metaphysic, then, with these three rulers, manaljeése above-named matters, and even by himsatieahothing
is done; all business is discharged by the fouettogy, but in whatever Metaphysic inclines to th& are sure to
agree.

G.M. Tell me, please, of the magistrates, theivises and duties, of the education and mode aidivivhether the
government is a monarchy, a republic, or an anatmyc

Capt. This race of men came there from India, §yirom the sword of the Magi, a race of plundeead tyrants
who laid waste their country, and they determireetkad a philosophic life in fellowship with onectiner.
Although the community of wives is not instituteti@ng the other inhabitants of their province, amthragn it is in
use after this manner: All things are common wlithnt, and their dispensation is by the authoritthefmagistrates.
Arts and honors and pleasures are common, anceltérhsuch a manner that no one can appropriatiiag to
himself.

They say that all private property is acquired anproved for the reason that each one of us by diinhsis his own
home and wife and children. From this, self-lovarggs. For when we raise a son to riches and dégiand leave
an heir to much wealth, we become either readydepat the property of the State, if in any case $hould be
removed from the power which belongs to richesramdt; or avaricious, crafty, and hypocritical, ify@ne is of
slender purse, little strength, and mean anceBtrywhen we have taken away self-love, there resnaity love

for the State.

G.M. Under such circumstances no one will be wgllin labor, while he expects others to work, onfthi of
whose labors he can live, as Aristotle argues atj&ilato.

Capt. I do not know how to deal with that arguménit, | declare to you that they burn with so gieetdve for their
fatherland, as | could scarcely have believed ptessand indeed with much more than the histogsus belonged
to the Romans, who fell willingly for their countripasmuch as they have to a greater extent siereddheir
private property. | think truly that the friars anmtbnks and clergy of our country, if they were wetakened by love
for their kindred and friends or by the ambitiorrige to higher dignities, would be less fond afgerty, and more
imbued with a spirit of charity toward all, as iagvin the time of the apostles, and is now in atgreny cases.
G.M. St. Augustine may say that, but | say that agnihis race of men, friendship is worth nothirigce they have
not the chance of conferring mutual benefits on amather.

Capt. Nay, indeed. For it is worth the trouble @ée that no one can receive gifts from another. Aflkeatis
necessary they have, they receive it from the conityyuand the magistrate takes care that no orsives more
than he deserves. Yet nothing necessary is demiadybne. Friendship is recognized among them m iwa
infirmity, in the art contests, by which means tlaéy one another mutually by teaching. Sometimeyg timprove
themselves mutually with praises, with conversatigith actions, and out of the things they need ti#dse of the
same age call one another brothers. They callvall tventy-two years of age, fathers; those thatess than
twenty-two are named sons. Moreover, the magistgdeern well, so that no one in the fraternity darinjury to
another.

G.M. And how?

Capt. As many names of virtues as there are amsrgpumany magistrates there are among them. Thare
magistrate who is named Magnanimity, another katéf a third Chastity, a fourth Liberality, a fif@riminal and
Civil Justice, a sixth Comfort, a seventh Truthegghth Kindness, a tenth Gratitude, an eleventbe@flness, a
twelfth Exercise, a thirteenth Sobriety, etc. They elected to duties of that kind, each one todhty for
excellence in which he is known from boyhood tarmest suitable. Wherefore among them neither robbery
clever murders, nor lewdness, incest, adulterptloer crimes of which we accuse one another, cdoural. They
accuse themselves of ingratitude and malignity wdrgrone denies a lawful satisfaction to anothenadlence, of
sadness, of anger, of scurrility, of slander, ahlging, which curseful thing they thoroughly haeccused persons



undergoing punishment are deprived of the commiole tand other honors, until the judge thinks thay agree
with their correction.

G.M. Tell me the manner in which the magistratescosen.

Capt. You would not rightly understand this, unlgsas first learned their manner of living. That ymay know,
then, men and women wear the same kind of garraeiteéd for war. The women wear the toga below theek but
the men above; and both sexes are instructed thealirts together. When this has been done astaastd before
their third year, the boys learn the language ardatphabet on the walls by walking round them.yTteve four
leaders, and four elders, the first to direct théra,second to teach them, and these are men agpbeyond all
others. After some time they exercise themselvéls gyimnastics, running, quoits, and other gamesnéans of
which all their muscles are strengthened alike.ifTieet are always bare, and so are their heaf as the seventh
ring. Afterward they lead them to the offices of thades, such as shoemaking, cooking, metal-wgyrkisrpentry,
painting, etc. In order to find out the bent of enius of each one, after their seventh year, whey have already
gone through the mathematics on the walls, they th&m to the readings of all the sciences; thexéoar lectures
at each reading, and in the course of four howddbr in their order explain everything.

For some take physical exercise or busy themse@itegpublic services or functions, others applyntiselves to
reading. Leaving these studies all are devotelidartore abstruse subjects, to mathematics, to medand to
other sciences. There are continual debate antedtadgument among them, and after a time theyrheco
magistrates of those sciences or mechanical avthich they are the most proficient; for everyoaloivs the
opinion of his leader and judge, and goes outegthins to the works of the field, and for thepgmse of becoming
acquainted with the pasturage of the dumb anindald.they consider him the more noble and renownled kas
dedicated himself to the study of the most artskarmivs how to practise them wisely. Wherefore tlaeygh at us
in that we consider our workmen ignoble, and hbtase to be noble who have mastered no pursuitieuin ease
and are so many slaves given over to their owrsplesand lasciviousness; and thus, as it were, &sohool of
vices so many idle and wicked fellows go forth thee ruin of the State.

The rest of the officials, however, are chosenhgyfour chiefs, Hoh, Pon, Sin and Mor, and by #aehers of that
art over which they are fit to preside. And theszchers know well who is most suited for rule. 8ertmen are
proposed by the magistrates in council, they thérasenot seeking to become candidates, and he eppdso
knows anything against those brought forward fectbn, or, if not, speaks in favor of them. Butare attains to
the dignity of Hoh except him who knows the histerdf the nations, and their customs and sacrificedaws, and
their form of government, whether a republic or@narchy. He must also know the names of the lawsgiaad the
inventors in science, and the laws and the histbtiie earth and the heavenly bodies. They thiaksib necessary
that he should understand all the mechanical wsphysical sciences, astrology and mathematiearlilevery
two days they teach our mechanical art. They atalfmwved to overwork themselves, but frequent ficacand the
paintings render learning easy to them. Not toohmaare is given to the cultivation of languageshay have a
goodly number of interpreters who are grammariarthé State. But beyond everything else it is nesmgsthat Hoh
should understand metaphysics and theology; thahbeld know thoroughly the derivations, foundasicsnd
demonstrations of all the arts and sciences; kemdiss and difference of things; necessity, fatg the harmonies
of the universe; power, wisdom, and the love dfigsiand of God; the stages of life and its symhlerything
relating to the heavens, the earth, and the selath@nideas of God, as much as mortal man can kificnn. He
must also be well read in the prophets and in kgtyo And thus they know long beforehand who wél lHoh. He is
not chosen to so great a dignity unless he hamedt#is thirty-fifth year. And this office is pezfual, because it is
not known who may be too wise for it or who todlski in ruling.

G.M. Who indeed can be so wise? If even anyonaham®mwledge of the sciences it seems that he neughskilled
in ruling.

Capt. This very question | asked them and theyigdphus: "We, indeed, are more certain that suedralearned
man has the knowledge of governing, than you whoeplgnorant persons in authority, and considantbgitable
merely because they have sprung from rulers or haga chosen by a powerful faction. But our Hoimaan really
the most capable to rule, is for all that neveetnor wicked, nor a tyrant, inasmuch as he possess much
wisdom. This, moreover, is not unknown to you, thatsame argument cannot apply among you, when you
consider that man the most learned who knows nfagtaonmar, or logic, or of Aristotle or any othertlaor. For
such knowledge as this of yours much servile laat memory work are required, so that a man isererd
unskilful, since he has contemplated nothing betvtlords of books and has given his mind with uselesult to the
consideration of the dead signs of things. Hencknlosvs not in what way God rules the universe,therways and
customs of nature and the nations. Wherefore hetisqual to our Hoh. For that one cannot know aayrarts and
sciences thoroughly, who is not esteemed for skiligenuity, very apt at all things, and therefatreuling
especially. This also is plain to us that he whovks only one science, does not really know eithat ¢r the others,



and he who is suited for only one science and htseged his knowledge from books, is unlearnedususttilled.
But this is not the case with intellects prompt awgert in every branch of knowledge and suitabtetie
consideration of natural objects, as it is necesgat our Hoh should be. Besides in our Statestiences are
taught with a facility (as you have seen) by whiabre scholars are turned out by us in one yearhlgamu in ten,
or even fifteen. Make trial, | pray you, of thesgyb."

In this matter | was struck with astonishment airtkruthful discourse and at the trial of theirybpwho did not
understand my language well. Indeed it is necegbatythree of them should be skilled in our tongheee in
Arabic, three in Polish, and three in each of ttheeplanguages, and no recreation is allowed theless they
become more learned. For that they go out to thia fibr the sake of running about and hurling as@nd lances,
and of firing harquebuses, and for the sake ofihgrthe wild animals and getting a knowledge ofidaand stones,
and agriculture and pasturage; sometimes the biamolys does one thing, sometimes another.

They do not consider it necessary that the thrisesassisting Hoh should know other than thetaténg
reference to their rule, and so they have onlystotical knowledge of the arts which are commoaltoBut their
own they know well, to which certainly one is deded more than another. Thus Power is the mostddan the
equestrian art, in marshalling the army, in thekimgy out of camps, in the manufacture of every lifisveapon
and of warlike machines, in planning stratagemd,iarevery affair of a military nature. And for geereasons, they
consider it necessary that these chiefs should ba&e philosophers, historians, politicians, angsyaists.
Concerning the other two triumvirs, understand mdaimilar to those | have made about Power.

G.M. | really wish that you would recount all thewublic duties, and would distinguish between thand also that
you would tell clearly how they are all taught mnemon.

Capt. They have dwellings in common and dormitoré@sl couches and other necessaries. But at thef @wery
six months they are separated by the masters. Sbatiesleep in this ring, some in another; soménfirst
apartment, and some in the second; and these agdstare marked by means of the alphabet on tte. [ithere
are occupations, mechanical and theoretical, comtmboth men and women, with this difference, that
occupations which require more hard work, and wajld long distance, are practised by men, sucloagliung,
sowing, gathering the fruits, working at the thiagkfloor, and perchance at the vintage. But @ustomary to
choose women for milking the cows and for makingede. In like manner, they go to the gardens oahet
outskirts of the city both for collecting the plargnd for cultivating them. In fact, all sedentang stationary
pursuits are practised by the women, such as wegaspinning, sewing, cutting the hair, shavingpdissing
medicines, and making all kinds of garments. They lowever, excluded from working in wood and the
manufacture of arms. If a woman is fit to paing shnot prevented from doing so; neverthelessjaisigiven over
to the women alone, because they please the mat&fa truth to boys also. But the women havetmetpractise
of the drum and the horn.

And they prepare their feasts and arrange thegébltne following manner. It is the peculiar warkthe boys and
girls under twenty to wait at the tables. In eveng there are suitable kitchens, barns, and stfratensils for
eating and drinking, and over every departmentldman and an old woman preside. These two hawac the
command of those who serve, and the power of aiagtior causing to be chastised, those who arégeegjor
disobedient; and they also examine and mark eaghbmth male and female, who excels in his or hées.

All the young people wait upon the older ones whwehpassed the age of forty, and in the eveningwiey go to
sleep the master and mistress command that thoséddbe sent to work in the morning, upon whomuocgssion
the duty falls, one or two to separate apartmdrite.young people, however, wait upon one anotimer tlzat alas!
with some unwillingness. They have first and seciatdes, and on both sides there are seats. Osidasit the
women, on the other the men; and as in the refiestof the monks, there is no noise. While theyeating a young
man reads a book from a platform, intoning distinahd sonorously, and often the magistrates questiem upon
the more important parts of the reading. And titilg pleasant to observe in what manner these ypaople, so
beautiful and clothed in garments so suitablendtte them, and to see at the same time so masmdfj brothers,
sons, fathers, and mothers all in their turn livingether with so much honesty, propriety, and I&e@each one is
given a napkin, a plate, fish, and a dish of fdod the duty of the medical officers to tell tbeoks what repasts
shall be prepared on each day, and what food éolith, what for the young, and what for the sicke Thagistrates
receive the full-grown and fatter portion, and tfigym their share always distribute something ®hbys at the
table who have shown themselves more studiousimibrning at the lectures and debates concernisgom and
arms. And this is held to be one of the most digtished honors. For six days they ordain to sirth wiusic at
table. Only a few, however, sing; or there is ooie@ accompanying the lute and one for each otistrument.
And when all alike in service join their hands,hing is found to be wanting. The old men placethathead of the
cooking business and of the refectories of theaggsvpraise the cleanliness of the streets, thedsothe vessels,
the garments, the workshops, and the warehouses.



They wear white under-garments to which adherassaring, which is at once coat and legging, withstihkles.
The borders of the fastenings are furnished witthgllar buttons, extended round and caught up hetereere by
chains. The coverings of the legs descend to tbessand are continued even to the heels. Thercthay the feet
with large socks, or, as it were, half-buskinsdast by buckles, over which they wear a half-baot, besides, as |
have already said, they are clothed with a togal #maptly fitting are the garments, that whenttiga is
destroyed, the different parts of the whole bodysiraightway discerned, no part being concealbdy thange
their clothes for different ones four times in trear, that is when the sun enters respectivelgdnstellations
Aries, Cancer, Libra, and Capricorn, and accordintpe circumstances and necessity as decideceyfticer of
health. The keepers of clothes for the differemjsiare wont to distribute them, and it is marvedlthat they have
at the same time as many garments as there isfoeasdme heavy and some slight, according to thather. They
all use white clothing, and this is washed in emcmth with lye or soap, as are also the workshépissolower
trades, the kitchens, the pantries the barns ttiie-Bouses, the armories, the refectories, anbdttes.

Moreover, the clothes are washed at the pillath@peristyles, and the water is brought down bgmaef canals
which are continued as sewers. In every stredteflifferent rings there are suitable fountainsiclvisend forth
their water by means of canals, the water being/dngp from nearly the bottom of the mountain by sbée
movement of a cleverly contrived handle. Thereasewin fountains and in cisterns, whither the -nater
collected from the roofs of the houses is brouftgugh pipes full of sand. They wash their bodiésn according
as the doctor and master command. All the mechiaaitsaare practised under the peristyles, busfieeulative are
carried on above in the walking galleries and ramspahere are the more splendid paintings, butrtbee sacred
ones are taught in the temple. In the halls andysvaf the rings there are solar time-pieces and,tsid hands by
which the hours and seasons are marked off.

G.M. Tell me about their children.

Capt. When their women have brought forth childteay suckle and rear them in temples set apaglforhey
give milk for two years or more as the physiciadays. After that time the weaned child is givemitite charge of
the mistresses, if it is a female, and to the masiiit is a male. And then with other young dhén they are
pleasantly instructed in the alphabet, and in the@kedge of the pictures, and in running, walkiagd wrestling;
also in the historical drawings, and in languagest they are adorned with a suitable garment & raifit colors.
After their sixth year they are taught natural sc& and then the mechanical sciences. The merareweak in
intellect are sent to farms, and when they havetnecmore proficient some of them are received timoState.
And those of the same age and born under the sansteflation are especially like one another iarggth and in
appearance, and hence arises much lasting concthrd State, these men honoring one another withahlove
and help. Names are given to them by Metaphysangthat not by chance, but designedly, and acogtdi each
one's peculiarity, as was the custom among theanBomans. Wherefore one is called Beautiful (fardg
another the Big-nosed (Naso), another the Fat-tt§@eanipes), another Crooked (Torvus), anothenl(édacer),
and so on. But when they have become very skifidtig@ir professions and done any great deed irowir time of
peace, a cognomen from art is given to them, ssd@eautiful the Great Painter (Pulcher, Pictor Megnthe
Golden One (Aureus), the Excellent One (Excellemisjhe Strong (Strenuus); or from their deedshsscNaso the
Brave (Nason Fortis), or the Cunning, or the Grea¥ery Great Conqueror; or from the enemy anyluaee
overcome, Africanus, Asiaticus, Etruscus; or if amg has overcome Manfred or Tortelius, he is cdleder
Manfred or Tortelius, and so on. All these cognosnare added by the higher magistrates, and veen @fith a
crown suitable to the deed or art, and with tharflsh of music. For gold and silver are reckonetittié value
among them except as material for their vesselamaments, which are common to all.

G.M. Tell me, | pray you, is there no jealousy agéimem or disappointment to that one who has nen ledected
to a magistracy, or to any other dignity to whiehaspires?

Capt. Certainly not. For no one wants either neréss or luxuries. Moreover, the race is managedthi® good of
the commonwealth, and not of private individuats] he magistrates must be obeyed. They deny wéditold --
viz., that it is natural to man to recognize hifspfing and to educate them, and to use his wifereuse and
children as his own. For they say that childrentaesl for the preservation of the species andardntlividual
pleasure, as St. Thomas also asserts. Therefoledbding of children has reference to the commaittveand not
to individuals, except in so far as they are comstits of the commonwealth. And since individualsthe most part
bring forth children wrongly and educate them wignthey consider that they remove destruction ftbmState,
and therefore for this reason, with most sacred feay commit the education of the children, wa®jt were, are
the element of the republic, to the care of magfissy; for the safety of the community is not tHad few. And thus
they distribute male and female breeders of thermsres according to philosophical rules. Platokis that this
distribution ought to be made by lot, lest some eging that they are kept away from the beautiirhen, should
rise up with anger and hatred against the magéstraind he thinks further that those who do natres



cohabitation with the more beautiful women, shdudddeceived while the lots are being led out ofciheby the
magistrates, so that at all times the women whauaitable should fall to their lot, not those whtray desire. This
shrewdness, however, is not necessary among thbitahts of the City of the Sun. For with them defiby is
unknown. When the women are exercised they getaa cbmplexion, and become strong of limb, tall agite,
and with them beauty consists in tallness and gtre herefore, if any woman dyes her face, soithratly become
beautiful, or uses high-heeled boots so that sheappear tall, or garments with trains to coverweoden shoes,
she is condemned to capital punishment. But iftbemen should even desire them they have no faéditgoing
these things. For who indeed would give them thcdlity? Further, they assert that among us aboktss kind
arise from the leisure and sloth of women. By thasans they lose their color and have pale commhexiand
become feeble and small. For this reason they @h®w proper complexions, use high sandals, awcdie
beautiful not from strength, but from slothful temdess. And thus they ruin their own tempers amdgres, and
consequently those of their offspring. Furthermdrat any time a man is taken captive with ardewé for a
certain woman, the two are allowed to conversejakel together and to give one another garlanduwofeirs or
leaves, and to make verses. But if the race isregetad, by no means is further union between thermigted.
Moreover, the love born of eager desire is not kmawong them; only that born of friendship.

Domestic affairs and partnerships are of littlecart, because, excepting the sign of honor, eaehrereives what
he is in need of. To the heroes and heroines afejeblic, it is customary to give the pleasinggdf honor,
beautiful wreaths, sweet food, or splendid clothdsle they are feasting. In the daytime all usetevgarments
within the city, but at night or outside the cibey use red garments either of wool or silk. Thatetblack as they
do dung, and therefore they dislike the Japaneise are fond of black. Pride they consider the reastrable vice,
and one who acts proudly is chastised with the mdbktess correction. Wherefore no one thinkswddng to wait
at table or to work in the kitchen or fields. Albvk they call discipline, and thus they say thas ihonorable to go
on foot, to do any act of nature, to see with the, and to speak with the tongue; and when themeeésd, they
distinguish philosophically between tears and kpitt

Every man who, when he is told off to work, doesdhity, is considered very honorable. It is notdhgtom to keep
slaves. For they are enough, and more than enéaigihemselves. But with us, alas! it is not soNiaples there
exist 70,000 souls, and out of these scarcely D0p0A5,000 do any work, and they are always leam foverwork
and are getting weaker every day. The rest becopneyeto idleness, avarice, ill-health, lascivioess, usury, and
other vices, and contaminate and corrupt very nfiamylies by holding them in servitude for their owse, by
keeping them in poverty and slavishness, and byitirg to them their own vices. Therefore publevelry ruins
them; useful works, in the field, in military secei and in arts, except those which are debasiaqia cultivated,
the few who do practise them doing so with muchsive.

But in the City of the Sun, while duty and work distributed among all, it only falls to each onenork for about
four hours every day. The remaining hours are sipeeirning joyously, in debating, in readingrétiting, in
writing, in walking, in exercising the mind and oénd with play. They allow no game which is playehile
sitting, neither the single die nor dice, nor chess others like these. But they play with thd,baith the sack,
with the hoop, with wrestling, with hurling at tetake. They say, moreover, that grinding poventglees men
worthless, cunning, sulky, thievish, insidious, abgnds, liars, false witnesses, etc.; and thattiveshkes them
insolent, proud, ignorant, traitors, assumers dditvvthey know not, deceivers, boasters, wantindgfacaon,
slanderers, etc. But with them all the rich andrgogether make up the community. They are riclabee they
want nothing, poor because they possess nothimgc@amsequently they are not slaves to circumstatcgs
circumstances serve them. And on this point theyngty recommend the religion of the Christiang] aspecially
the life of the apostles.

G.M. This seems excellent and sacred, but the caritypnof women is a thing too difficult to attainh& holy
Roman Clement says that wives ought to be commandordance with the apostolic institution, andgas Plato
and Socrates, who thus teach, but the Glossampnets this community with regard to obedience. Aedtullian
agrees with the Glossary, that the first Christiaad everything in common except wives.

Capt. These things | know little of. But this | samong the inhabitants of the City of the Sun, thay did not
make this exception. And they defend themselvethéypinion of Socrates, of Cato, of Plato, an&woiClement;
but, as you say, they misunderstand the opiniotisese thinkers. And the inhabitants of the salgrascribe this
to their want of education, since they are by namsdearned in philosophy. Nevertheless, they abnolad to
discover the customs of nations, and the bestastithey always adopt. Practice makes the wom&b&ufor war
and other duties. Thus they agree with Plato, inrwh have read these same things. The reasoniogrd®ajetan
does not convince me, and least of all that oftatie. This thing, however, existing among themsellent and
worthy of imitation -- viz., that no physical defeenders a man incapable of being serviceableptithe
decrepitude of old age, since even the deformedsetul for consultation. The lame serve as guavesching with



the eyes which they possess. The blind card wabl their hands, separating the down from the huiith, which
latter they stuff the couches and sofas; those avbavithout the use of eyes and hands give thefubeir ears or
their voice for the convenience of the State, dmhé has only one sense he uses it in the farmg tlese cripples
are well treated, and some become spies, tellagtiicers of the State what they have heard.

G.M. Tell me now, | pray you, of their military affs. Then you may explain their arts, ways of éifel sciences,
and lastly their religion.

Capt. The triumvir, Power, has under him all thegistaates of arms, of artillery, of cavalry, of fesnldiers, of
architects, and of strategists; and the mastersramy of the most excellent workmen obey the meagjiss, the
men of each art paying allegiance to their respeathiefs. Moreover, Power is at the head of @&lgtofessors of
gymnastics, who teach military exercise, and wheopaiudent generals, advanced in age. By theseolywedre
trained after their twelfth year. Before this ajewever, they have been accustomed to wrestlimgimg, throwing
the weight, and other minor exercises, under iafariasters. But at twelve they are taught howrikesat the
enemy, at horses and elephants, to handle the, $beaword, the arrow, and the sling; to managehtirse, to
advance and to retreat, to remain in order ofdaithl help a comrade in arms, to anticipate thengrigy cunning,
and to conquer.

The women also are taught these arts under theimoagistrates and mistresses, so that they malledfaaeed be
to render assistance to the males in battles heaity. They are taught to watch the fortificadast at some time
a hasty attack should suddenly be made. In thigetghey praise the Spartans and Amazons. The wa&nev
well also how to let fly fiery balls, and how to keathem from lead; how to throw stones from pinea@nd to go
in the way of an attack. They are accustomed algfive up wine unmixed altogether, and that ormiisished most
severely who shows any fear.

The inhabitants of the City of the Sun do not f@@ath, because they all believe that the soulisdrtal, and that
when it has left the body it is associated witheotpirits, wicked or good, according to the mesftthis present
life. Although they are partly followers of Brahraad Pythagoras, they do not believe in the transtian of
souls, except in some cases by a distinct decr€odf They do not abstain from injuring an enemghefrepublic
and of religion, who is unworthy of pity. Duringetlsecond month the army is reviewed, and everytuze is
practice of arms, either in the cavalry plain othivi the walls. Nor are they ever without lectuoasthe science of
war. They take care that the accounts of Mose3osiiua, of David, of Judas Maccabaeus, of CaesAlexander,
of Scipio, of Hannibal, and other great soldiersudti be read. And then each one gives his own opias to
whether these generals acted well or ill, usefoiljronorably, and then the teacher answers andvgdaysre right.
G.M. With whom do they wage war, and for what remssince they are so prosperous?

Capt. Wars might never occur, nevertheless thegxeecised in military tactics and in hunting, Ipstchance they
should become effeminate and unprepared for anygamey. Besides, there are four kingdoms in thenisl which
are very envious of their prosperity, for this @ashat the people desire to live after the maohéhne inhabitants
of the City of the Sun, and to be under their ralder than that of their own kings. Wherefore $itate often makes
war upon these because, being neighbors, theysarpears and live impiously, since they have nablgject of
worship and do not observe the religion of othaioms or of the Brahmins. And other nations of lydb which
formerly they were subject, rise up as it wereebeallion, as also do the Taprobanese, whom theyeddao join
them at first. The warriors of the City of the Showever, are always the victors. As soon as théfer®ed from
insult or disgrace or plunder, or when their alli@ve been harassed, or a people have been ogpbssadyrant of
the State (for they are always the advocates eftl, they go immediately to the Council for deliation. After
they have knelt in the presence of God, that héntiigspire their consultation, they proceed to eixenthe merits
of the business, and thus war is decided on. Imaelgliafter, a priest, whom they call Forensisdat away. He
demands from the enemy the restitution of the pdunasks that the allies should be freed from oggio@, or that
the tyrant should be deposed. If they deny thdsgshwar is declared by invoking the vengeancead & the God
of Sabaoth -- for destruction of those who maintairunjust cause. But if the enemy refuse to repbypriest gives
him the space of one hour for his answer, if hee king, but three if it is a republic, so that tleeynot escape giving
a response. And in this manner is war undertakamagthe insolent enemies of natural rights anetlgion.
When war has been declared, the deputy of Powésrpes everything, but Power, like the Roman diataptans
and wills everything, so that hurtful tardiness rbayavoided. And when anything of great momentarise
consults Hoh and Wisdom and Love.

Before this, however, the occasion of war and tisége of making an expedition are declared byraltién the
great Council. All from twenty years and upward agenitted to this Council, and thus the necessaresgreed
upon. All kinds of weapons stand in the armories| these they use often in sham fights. The exteradls of each
ring are full of guns prepared by their labors, #rely have other engines for hurling which areethttannons, and
which they take into battle upon mules and assd<arriages. When they have arrived in an opem piey



enclose in the middle the provisions, engines af wlaariots, ladders, and machines, and all figlhrageously.
Then each one returns to the standards, and timeyethénking that they are giving and preparingleef are
deceived and relax their order: then the warridéithe City of the Sun, wheeling into wings and ¢ohs on each
side, regain their breath and strength, and orgeha artillery to discharge their bullets theyureg the fight
against a disorganized host. And they observe maggs of this kind. They overcome all mortals wifteir
stratagems and engines. Their camp is fortifiegrafte manner of the Romans. They pitch their tantsfortify
with wall and ditch with wonderful quickness. Thasters of works, of engines and hurling machirntasdsready,
and the soldiers understand the use of the spatitharaxe.

Five, eight, or ten leaders learned in the orddratfie and in strategy consult together concertiiegousiness of
war, and command their bands after consultatios.their wont to take out with them a body of boggned and on
horses, so that they may learn to fight, just astthelps of lions and wolves are accustomed tocbldad these in
time of danger betake themselves to a place ofysaftong with many armed women. After the battie tvomen
and boys soothe and relieve the pain of the warremmd wait upon them and encourage them with ezebrand
pleasant words. How wonderful a help is this! Far $oldiers, in order that they may acquit thenesebs sturdy
men in the eyes of their wives and offspring, eachardships, and so love makes them conquerorahidén the
fight first scales the enemy's walls receives dfterbattle of a crown of grass, as a token of haartd at the
presentation the women and boys applaud loudly;ahe who affords aid to an ally gets a civic cravfmak-
leaves; he who Kkills a tyrant dedicates his arnthéntemple and receives from Hoh the cognomensadded, and
other warriors obtain other kinds of crowns.

Every horse-soldier carries a spear and two styadieghpered pistols, narrow at the mouth, hangionmfhis saddle.
And to get the barrels of their pistols narrow tipégrce the metal which they intend to convert emtms. Further,
every cavalry soldier has a sword and a daggertHgutest, who form the light-armed troops, carrgetal cudgel.
For if the foe cannot pierce their metal for pistahd cannot make swords, they attack him withs;labatter and
overthrow him. Two chains of six spans length hixog the club, and at the end of these are irols bahd when
these are aimed at the enemy they surround hisaretkirag him to the ground; and in order that thay be able
to use the club more easily, they do not hold &iesrwith their hands, but use them by means ofebe If
perchance the reins are interchanged above theitiggpof the saddle, the ends are fastened tditheps with
buckles, and not to the feet. And the stirrups hravarrangement for swift movement of the bridtettat they
draw in or let out the rein with marvellous celgriVith the right foot they turn the horse to tké,land with the
left to the right. This secret, moreover, is nobwm to the Tartars. For, although they govern diesrwith their
feet, they are ignorant nevertheless of turningntaed drawing them in and letting them out by mezrike block
of the stirrups. The light-armed cavalry with thare the first to engage in battle, then the memiiog the phalanx
with their spears, then the archers for whose sesva great price is paid, and who are accustooniéght in lines
crossing one another as the threads of cloth, sosteng forward in their turn and others recedifigey have a
band of lancers strengthening the line of battlg they make trial of the swords only at the end.

After the battle they celebrate the military triumspafter the manner of the Romans, and even inra magnificent
way. Prayers by the way of thank-offerings are ntad8od, and then the general presents himselfarigample,
and the deeds, good and bad, are related by thephistorian, who according to custom was with éxpedition.
And the greatest chief, Hoh, crowns the generdi {aitirel and distributes little gifts and honorsatiothe valorous
soldiers, who are for some days free from publitedu But this exemption from work is by no meateaping to
them, since they know not what it is to be at lesand so they help their companions. On the dithed, they who
have been conquered through their own fault, oetast the victory, are blamed; and they who wheefirst to
take to flight are in no way worthy to escape deattless when the whole army asks their lives,eauh one takes
upon himself a part of their punishment. But tinidulgence is rarely granted, except when therg@oe reasons
favoring it. But he who did not bear help to aryalf friend is beaten with rods. That one who ditl sbey orders is
given to the beasts, in an enclosure, to be dedparel a staff is put in his hand, and if he shaoldquer the lions
and the bears that are there, which is almost isiplas he is received into favor again. The congdétates or
those willingly delivered up to them, forthwith heall things in common, and receive a garrisonraadistrates
from the City of the Sun, and by degrees they aceistomed to the ways of the city, the mistresalpfo which
they even send their sons to be taught withoutritnriing anything for expense.

It would be too great trouble to tell you about spges and their master, and about the guardssaveddnd
ceremonies, both within and without the State, Whjiocu can of yourself imagine. Since from childhdloey are
chosen according to their inclination and the astater which they were born, therefore each one ingr&ccording
to his natural propensity does his duty well arehphantly, because naturally. The same things Isagyoncerning
strategy and the other functions.



There are guards in the city by day and by nighd, they are placed at the four gates, and oute@lavalls of the
seventh ring, above the breastworks and towersraside mounds. These places are guarded in theydapmen,
in the night by men. And lest the guard should bezeveary of watching, and in case of a surprisy thange
them every three hours, as is the custom with oldiers. At sunset, when the drum and symphoniadoihne
armed guards are distributed. Cavalry and infamake use of hunting as the symbol of war and magames and
hold festivities in the plains. Then the musickss up, and freely they pardon the offences anitsfatithe enemy,
and after the victories they are kind to themt ifas been decreed that they should destroy tHe ofahe enemy's
city and take their lives. All these things are é@m the same day as the victory, and afterwandribger cease to
load the conquered with favors, for they say thate ought to be no fighting, except when the cenons give up
the conquered, not when they kill them. If thera @ispute among them concerning injury or anyrothatter (for
they themselves scarcely ever contend except itersaif honor), the chief and his magistrates imshe accused
one secretly, if he has done harm in deeds aftbahdeen first angry. If they wait until the tiofethe battle for the
verbal decision, they must give vent to their aragainst the enemy, and he who in battle showstist daring
deeds is considered to have defended the bettdr@rdcause in the struggle, and the other yieldd,they are
punished justly. Nevertheless, they are not alloteecbme to single combat, since right is maintaibg the
tribunal, and because the unjust cause is oftearappwhen the more just succumbs, and he whogseéeto be
the better man shows this in public fight.

G.M. This is worth while, so that factions shoutat be cherished for the harm of the fatherland,smthat civil
wars might not occur, for by means of these a tyoéten arises, as the examples of Rome and Atsleow. Now, |
pray you, tell me of their works and matter conaddherewith.

Capt. | believe that you have already heard aliwit tilitary affairs and about their agricultueald pastoral life,
and in what way these are common to them, and hewtionor with the first grade of nobility whoever
considered to have knowledge of these. They whakilfell in more arts than these they considel stibler, and
they set that one apart for teaching the art irctvihie is most skilful. The occupations which regtire most labor,
such as working in metals and building, are thetmpoaiseworthy among them. No one declines to gbdse
occupations, for the reason that from the beginttieqr propensities are well known, and among themaccount
of the distribution of labor, no one does work hfainto him, but only that which is necessary fomhiThe
occupations entailing less labor belong to the wamdl of them are expected to know how to swimd &or this
reason ponds are dug outside the walls of theacitiywithin them near to the fountains.

Commerce is of little use to them, but they knoes thalue of money, and they count for the use df the
ambassadors and explorers, so that with it theymaag the means of living. They receive merchantstheir
States from the different countries of the worldd ghese buy the superfluous goods of the city. gdaple of the
City of the Sun refuse to take money, but in imimgrthey accept in exchange those things of whiely are in
need, and sometimes they buy with money; and thagpeople in the City of the Sun are much amudsehwhey
see that for a small price they receive so mamgthin exchange. The old men, however, do not laligay are
unwilling that the State should be corrupted bywiogus customs of slaves and foreigners. Theeefloey do
business at the gates, and sell those whom theyth&en in war or keep them for digging ditches athér hard
work without the city, and for this reason they aysw send four bands of soldiers to take care dfighds, and with
them there are the laborers. They go out of thedates from which roads with walls on both sidethem lead to
the sea, so that goods might easily be carried theen and foreigners might not meet with difficutty their way.
To strangers they are kind and polite; they keemtfor three days at the public expense; after tiaee first
washed their feet, they show them their city aaatitstoms, and they honor them with a seat at sl and
public table, and there are men whose duty it iske care of and guard the guests. But if strangieould wish to
become citizens of their State, they try them fiosta month on a farm, and for another month endty, then they
decide concerning them, and admit them with ceahemonies and oaths.

Agriculture is much followed among them; there @& a span of earth without cultivation, and thegave the
winds and propitious stars. With the exception &\ left in the city all go out armed, and withdls and drums
and trumpets sounding, to the fields, for the paesoof ploughing, sowing, digging, hoeing, reapgathering fruit
and grapes; and they set in order everything, antheir work in a very few hours and with much careey use
wagons fitted with sails which are borne alongly wind even when it is contrary, by the marvelloastrivance
of wheels within wheels.

And when there is no wind a beast draws along & lsag, which is a grand sight.

The guardians of the land move about in the meantarmed and always in their proper turn. Theyatouse dung
and filth for manuring the fields, thinking thagtfruit contracts something of their rottennessl when eaten gives
a short and poor subsistence, as women who ardéifoéauth rouge and from want of exercise bringtfofeeble
offspring. Wherefore they do not as it were pdist ¢arth, but dig it up well and use secret rensedie that fruit is



borne quickly and multiplies, and is not destroyEldey have a book for this work, which they ca# theorgics. As
much of the land as is necessary is cultivated tledest is used for the pasturage of cattle.

The excellent occupation of breeding and rearingd® oxen, sheep, dogs, and all kinds of domastidame
animals is in the highest esteem among them aadtimthe time of Abraham. And the animals areskedb pair
that they may be able to breed well.

Fine pictures of oxen, horses, sheep, and othaerasiare placed before them. They do not turn orgds with
mares to feed, but at the proper time they briegnthogether in an enclosure of the stables in fleds. And this
is done when they observe that the constellatiarhéwris in favorable conjunction with Mars and JeipiFor the
oxen they observe the Bull, for the sheep the Ramd,so on in accordance with art. Under the Plsitlaey keep a
drove of hens and ducks and geese, which are doweby the women to feed near the city. The woordg do
this when it is a pleasure to them. There are @sces enclosed, where they make cheese, buttemigifood.
They also keep capons, fruit, and other things,fandll these matters there is a book which thedy/tbe Bucolics.
They have an abundance of all things, since everjikes to be industrious, their labors being gligihd profitable.
They are docile, and that one among them who id béthe rest in duties of this kind they call kifkgpr they say
that this is the proper name of the leaders, adddt not belong to ignorant persons. It is wond¢of see how men
and women march together collectively, and alwayshedience to the voice of the king. Nor do treard him
with loathing as we do, for they know that althoumghis greater than themselves, he is for allttigit father and
brother. They keep groves and woods for wild ansmahd they often hunt.

The science of navigation is considered very digdiby them, and they possess rafts and triremigishvgo over
the waters without rowers or the force of the wibat, by a marvellous contrivance. And other vestdedg have
which are moved by the winds. They have a correotedge of the stars, and of the ebb and flovheftide. They
navigate for the sake of becoming acquainted wations and different countries and things. Theyrmjnobody,
and they do not put up with injury, and they negerto battle unless when provoked. They assertlhigatvhole
earth will in time come to live in accordance wiitieir customs, and consequently they always firtduvnether
there be a nation whose manner of living is bettel more approved than the rest. They admire thist@im
institutions and look for a realization of the ajodis life in vogue among themselves and in us.rétee treaties
between them and the Chinese and many other natiotisinsular and continental, such as Siam arid@a
which they are only just able to explore. Furthemmaehey have artificial fires, battles on sea mdl, and many
strategic secrets. Therefore they are nearly alweysrious.

G.M. Now it would be very pleasant to learn withatfioods and drinks they are nourished, and in wiagtand
for how long they live.

Capt. Their food consists of flesh, butter, horehgese, garden herbs, and vegetables of variods.Kihey were
unwilling at first to slay animals, because it sednaruel; but thinking afterward that is was alagetto destroy
herbs which have a share of sensitive feeling, faay that they would perish from hunger unless thidyan
unjustifiable action for the sake of justifiablessn and so now they all eat meat. Neverthelesg dbaot kill
willingly useful animals, such as oxen and hor3émy observe the difference between useful and fodufoods,
and for this they employ the science of medicirgeyralways change their food. First they eat flésén fish, then
afterward they go back to flesh, and nature is neneammoded or weakened. The old people use the mo
digestible kind of food, and take three meals g dating only a little. But the general communigyg gvice, and the
boys four times, that they may satisfy nature. [Emgth of their lives is generally 100 years, bit¢o they reach
200.

As regards drinking, they are extremely moderatameéis never given to young people until they areyears old,
unless the state of their health demands it. Afteir tenth year they take it diluted with watendaso do the
women, but the old men of fifty and upward usédlitir no water. They eat the most healthy thingspading to the
time of the year.

They think nothing harmful which is brought forthh 8od, except when there has been abuse by taséngtich.
And therefore in the summer they feed on fruitgdose they are moist and juicy and cool, and coacit¢he heat
and dryness. In the winter they feed on dry aicéend in the autumn they eat grapes, since tleegiaen by God
to remove melancholy and sadness; and they alse mskof scents to a great degree. In the momingn they
have all risen they comb their hair and wash tfagies and hands with cold water. Then they chewméhgr rock-
parsley or fennel, or rub their hands with thesad. The old men make incense, and with theirsfaz¢he east
repeat the short prayer which Jesus Christ taugihAfter this they go to wait upon the old men, sago to the
dance, and others to the duties of the State. loatéiney meet at the early lectures, then in thete, then for
bodily exercise. Then for a little while they sawin to rest, and at length they go to dinner.

Among them there is never gout in the hands or femtcatarrh, nor sciatica, nor grievous colias, fltatulency, nor
hard breathing. For these diseases are causedliggstion and flatulency, and by frugality and eiss they



remove every humor and spasm. Therefore it is umiyeia the extreme to be seen vomiting or spittisigce they
say that this is a sign either of little exerciseof ignoble sloth, or of drunkenness, or gluttoflgey suffer rather
from swellings or from the dry spasm, which theljeree with plenty of good and juicy food. They héabers with
pleasant baths and with milk-food, and with a pd@asabitation in the country and by gradual exercdnclean
diseases cannot be prevalent with them becauseftezyclean their bodies by bathing in wine, andtke them
with aromatic oil, and by the sweat of exerciseyttigfuse the poisonous vapor which corrupts tteobland the
marrow. They do suffer a little from consumptioechuse they cannot perspire at the breast, bunher have
asthma, for the humid nature of which a heavy rsarquired. They cure hot fevers with cold potatiohwater,
but slight ones with sweet smells, with cheese-dasleep, with music or dancing. Tertiary fevars cured by
bleeding, by rhubarb or by a similar drawing remeahby water soaked in the roots of plants, withgative and
sharp-tasting qualities. But it is rarely that thale purgative medicines. Fevers occurring eveayth day are
cured easily by suddenly startling the unprepaggtepts, and by means of herbs producing effeqiesife to the
humors of this fever. All these secrets they tollimopposition to their own wishes. They take ndiligent pains
to cure the lasting fevers, which they fear morgl they strive to counteract these by the obsenvatf stars and of
plants, and by prayers to God. Fevers recurringyefifth, sixth, eighth or more days, you neverdiiwhenever
heavy humors are wanting.

They use baths, and moreover they have warm omesdicg to the Roman custom, and they make useoélso
olive oil. They have found out, too, a great maggret cures for the preservation of cleanlinessheaadth. And in
other ways they labor to cure the epilepsy, witlicllihey are often troubled.

G.M. A sign this disease is of wonderful cleverndéssfrom it Hercules, Scotus, Socrates, Callimes;land
Mahomet have suffered.

Capt. They cure by means of prayers to heaventreggthening the head, by acids, by planned gynusasind
with fat cheese-bread sprinkled with the flour dfeaten corn. They are very skilled in making dishesl in them
they put spice, honey, butter, and many highlyngjiteening spices, and they temper their richnetis agids, so
that they never vomit. They do not drink ice-cofthis nor artificial hot drinks, as the Chinese ftw;they are not
without aid against the humors of the body, on antof the help they get from the natural heatefwater; but
they strengthen it with crushed garlic, with vinegaith wild thyme, with mint, and with basil, ilmé summer or in
time of special heaviness. They know also a séoreenovating life after about the seventieth yaaud for ridding
it of affliction, and this they do by a pleasingdandeed wonderful art.

G.M. Thus far you have said nothing concerningrteeiences and magistrates.

Capt. Undoubtedly | have But since you are so agriowill add more. Both when it is new moon antli fiioon
they call a council after a sacrifice. To thisfedim twenty years upward are admitted, and eachiasked
separately to say what is wanting in the State vamdh of the magistrates have discharged theiedutghtly and
which wrongly. Then after eight days all the magitgs assemble, to wit, Hoh first, and with him BowVisdom,
and Love. Each one of the three last has threeatnatgs under him, making in all thirteen, and tbeysider the
affairs of the arts pertaining to each one of thBower, of war; Wisdom, of the sciences; Love,cafd, clothing,
education, and breeding. The masters of all thedyamho are captains of tens, of fifties, of huddrealso
assemble, the women first and then the men. Thgyeaabout those things which are for the welfartefState,
and they choose the magistrates from among thoeehate already been named in the great Coundihign
manner they assemble daily, Hoh and his three gsirend they correct, confirm, and execute theemsaftassing to
them, as decisions in the elections; other necgsgastions they provide of themselves. They dausetlots unless
when they are altogether doubtful how to decide= @ight magistrates under Hoh, Power, Wisdom, an lare
changed according to the wish of the people, bifitht four are never changed, unless they, taGmmsel with
themselves, give up the dignity of one to anotivigm among them they know to be wiser, more rendwaed
more nearly perfect. And then they are obedienttanmbrable, since they yield willingly to the wisean and are
taught by him. This, however, rarely happens. Thirecfpals of the sciences, except Metaphysic, vehidoh
himself, and is, as it were, the architect of aleace, having rule over all, are attached to Wisdidoh is ashamed
to be ignorant of any possible thing. Under Wisdbarefore are Grammar, Logic, Physics, Medicingrasgy,
Astronomy, Geometry, Cosmography, Music, Perspecfivithmetic, Poetry, Rhetoric, Painting, Sculgtugnder
the triumvir Love are Breeding, Agriculture, Eduoat Medicine, Clothing, Pasturage, Coining.

G.M. What about their judges?

Capt. This is the point | was just thinking of eadping. Everyone is judged by the first masterisftrade, and thus
all the head artificers are judges. They punish witile, with flogging, with blame, with deprivatiaf the common
table, with exclusion from the church and from teenpany of women. When there is a case in whicatgngury
has been done, it is punished with death, andrigggy an eye with an eye, a nose for a nose, h tooa tooth,
and so on, according to the law of retaliatiorthé offence is wilful the Council decides. Whenréhis strife and it



takes place undesignedly, the sentence is mitigatgrtheless, not by the judge but by the triwatei from
whom even it may be referred to Hoh, not on accofijustice but of mercy, for Hoh is able to pard@hey have
no prisons, except one tower for shutting up réedl enemies, and there is no written statemeatoafse, which
we commonly call a lawsuit. But the accusation aitdesses are produced in the presence of the jaidéower;
the accused person makes his defence, and he msdiately acquitted or condemned by the judge; &hd appeals
to the triumvirate, on the following day he is aittgad or condemned. On the third day he is dismligeeough the
mercy and clemency of Hoh, or receives the invigalgor of his sentence. An accused person isnal=al to his
accuser and to his witnesses, as it were, withrnbaicine of his complaint, that is, with embracarg kissing.

No one is killed or stoned unless by the hands@fieople, the accuser and the witnesses begifirshd-or they
have no executioners and lictors, lest the Stataldtsink into ruin. The choice of death is giverthe rest of the
people, who enclose the lifeless remains in litgs and burn them by the application of fire, e/eikhorters are
present for the purpose of advising concerningadgteath. Nevertheless, the whole nation lamermaseeches
God that his anger may be appeased, being inthaeft should, as it were, have to cut off a notteember of the
State. Certain officers talk to and convince theuaed man by means of arguments until he himsglfiasces in
the sentence of death passed upon him, or elsedserobt die. But if a crime has been committedresyahe liberty
of the republic, or against God, or against theeme magistrates, there is immediate censure wifhibu These
only are punished with death. He who is about éislicompelled to state in the presence of thelpeom with
religious scrupulousness the reasons for whichoes dot deserve death, and also the sins of tleesotvho ought
to die instead of him, and further the mistakethefmagistrates. If, moreover, it should seem righihe person
thus asserting, he must say why the accused oeeateaerving of less punishment than he. And ifieyalguments
he gains the victory he is sent into exile, andeagps the State by means of prayers and sacafickgood life
ensuing. They do not torture those named by thesgctcperson, but they warn them. Sins of frailty igmorance
are punished only with blaming, and with compulscontinuation as learners under the law and disgpif those
sciences or arts against which they have sinned.alrthese things they have mutually among theweselsince
they seem to be in very truth members of the sawdg,kand one of another.

This further | would have you know, that if a trgnsssor, without waiting to be accused, goes obhis accord
before a magistrate, accusing himself and seekimgatke amends, that one is liberated from the pomsit of a
secret crime, and since he has not been accusettiofa crime, his punishment is changed into anoiliey take
special care that no one should invent slanderjfahs should happen they meet the offence wighpunishment
of retaliation. Since they always walk about andknio crowds, five witnesses are required for thaviction of a
transgressor. If the case is otherwise, after lgattireatened him, he is released after he has savooath as the
warrant of good conduct. Or if he is accused arsga@o third time, his increased punishment restthertestimony
of three or two witnesses. They have but few lawsl these short and plain, and written upon adlae and
hanging to the doors of the temple, that is betwkercolumns. And on single columns can be seeagbences of
things described in the very terse style of Metaahy- viz., the essences of God, of the angelthefvorld, of the
stars, of man, of fate, of virtue, all done witlegtrwisdom. The definitions of all the virtues also delineated here,
and here is the tribunal, where the judges ohallMirtues have their seat. The definition of daiarvirtue is written
under that column where the judges for the afodegiaiue sit, and when a judge gives judgment teasid speaks
thus: O son, thou hast sinned against this saarfditibn of beneficence, or of magnanimity, orasfother virtue,
as the case may be. And after discussion the jledgdly condemns him to the punishment for the erahwhich
he is accused -- viz., for injury, for desponderioy pride, for ingratitude, for sloth, etc. Buetkentences are
certain and true correctives, savoring more of elecy than of actual punishment.

G.M. Now you ought to tell me about their priestgir sacrifices, their religion, and their belief.

Capt. The chief priest is Hoh, and it is the dutglbthe superior magistrates to pardon sins. &fwee the whole
State by secret confession, which we also usethieill sins to the magistrates, who at once purgie souls and
teach those that are inimical to the people. Thersacred magistrates themselves confess theisiofuiness to
the three supreme chiefs, and together they cottiedaults of one another, though no special smaimed, and
they confess especially the heavier faults andethasmful to the State. At length the triumvirs fems their
sinfulness to Hoh himself, who forthwith recognitles kinds of sins that are harmful to the Statel, succors with
timely remedies. Then he offers sacrifices and gn@jo God. And before this he confesses the sitieavhole
people, in the presence of God, and publicly intémaple, above the altar, as often as it had beeassary that the
fault should be corrected. Nevertheless, no trassgr is spoken of by his name. In this mannebkelees the
people by advising them that they should bewasrsf of the aforesaid kind. Afterward he offersré@me to God,
that he should pardon the State and absolve s gins, and to teach and defend it. Once in eyeay the chief
priests of each separate subordinate State cathieissins in the presence of Hoh. Thus he isgmbiiant of the
wrongdoings of the provinces, and forthwith he rgesothem with all human and heavenly remedies.



Sacrifice is conducted after the following manndoh asks the people which one among them wishgiv¢o
himself as a sacrifice to God for the sake of &lfvs. He is then placed upon the fourth tabléhweremonies
and the offering up of prayers: the table is hupgrua wonderful manner by means of four ropesipggbrough
four cords attached to firm pulley-blocks in theadidome of the temple. This done they cry to tloel @f mercy,
that he may accept the offering, not of a beaahasng the heathen, but of a human being. Then IHtdrothe
ropes to be drawn and the sacrifice is pulled wvalto the centre of the small dome, and theredidhtes itself
with the most fervent supplications. Food is giteiit through a window by the priests, who live amd the dome,
but it is allowed a very little to eat, until it fatoned for the sins of the State. There withgraynd fasting he cries
to the God of heaven that he might accept its nglbffering. And after twenty or thirty days, theger of God
being appeased, the sacrifice becomes a priespoetimes, though rarely, returns below by meariseobuter
way for the priests. Ever after, this man is trdatéth great benevolence and much honor, for tasae that he
offered himself unto death for the sake of his ¢guBut God does not require death.

The priests above twenty-four years of age offaiges from their places in the top of the temphdsThey do in
the middle of the night, at noon, in the morning &mthe evening, to wit, four times a day theygdineir chants in
the presence of God. It is also their work to obsehe stars and to note with the astrolabe thetians and
influences upon human things, and to find out theivers. Thus they know in what part of the earth ehange has
been or will be, and at what time it has taken@land they send to find whether the matter baeyshave it. They
make a note of predictions, true and false, sothieat may be able from experience to predict mosectly. The
priests, moreover, determine the hours for breedimjthe days for sowing, reaping, and gatheriagr/ithtage, and
are, as it were, the ambassadors and intercessbianection between God and man. And it is fromrmg them
mostly that Hoh is elected. They write very leariredtises and search into the sciences. Belowrtbegr descend,
unless for their dinner and supper, so that theressof their heads do not descend to the stonaahBver. Only
very seldom, and that as a cure for the ills of@sté, do they have converse with women. On cedays Hoh goes
up to them and deliberates with them concerningriagters which he has lately investigated for thiediit of the
State and all the nations of the world.

In the temple beneath, one priest always standsthealtar praying for the people, and at the @ngvery hour
another succeeds him, just as we are accustonseademn prayer to change every fourth hour. Andtieshod of
supplication they call perpetual prayer. After aairtbey return thanks to God. Then they sing treddef the
Christian, Jewish, and Gentile heroes, and of tebsdl other nations, and this is very delightfmithem. Forsooth,
no one is envious of another. They sing a hymnawel.one to Wisdom, and one each to all the otinres, and
this they do under the direction of the ruler afteairtue. Each one takes the woman he loves randtthey dance
for exercise with propriety and stateliness untergeristyles. The women wear their long hainaibted together
and collected into one knot on the crown of thedh&at in rolling it they leave one curl. The maowever, have
one curl only and the rest of their hair aroundhbead is shaven off. Further, they wear a slightdag, and above
this a round hat a little larger than the sizehefrthead. In the fields they use caps, but at heach one wears a
biretta, white, red, or another color accordingitotrade or occupation. Moreover, the magistragesgrander and
more imposing-looking coverings for the head.

They hold great festivities when the sun enterdahbe cardinal points of the heavens, that is, whernters
Cancer, Libra, Capricorn, and Aries. On these dooaghey have very learned, splendid, and, agiewcomic
performances. They celebrate also every full arayemew moon with a festival, as also they do thesersaries
of the founding of the city, and of the days whieeythave won victories or done any other greateagiment. The
celebrations take place with the music of femaliee® with the noise of trumpets and drums, anditimg of
salutations. The poets sing the praises of the neasiwned leaders and the victories. Nevertheieany of them
should deceive even by disparaging a foreign Hexas punished. No one can exercise the functienpfet who
invents that which is not true, and a license 1iks they think to be a pest of our world, for teason that it puts a
premium upon virtue and often assigns it to unwpparsons, either from fear of flattery, or ambitior avarice.
For the praise of no one is a statue erected afiteit his death; but while he is alive, who hasmfbout new arts and
very useful secrets, or who has rendered greaicsetiy the State either at home or on the battliekfhis name is
written in the book of heroes. They do not burydibadies, but burn them, so that a plague may nisd &om
them, and so that they may be converted into dinsgry noble and powerful thing, which has its awgrirom the
sun and returns to it. And for the above reasonshamce is given for idolatry. The statues andupgd of the
heroes, however, are there, and the splendid weetespart to become mothers often look at thenyePsare
made from the State to the four horizontal corieéithe world -- in the morning to the rising sulmem to the setting
sun, then to the south, and lastly to the north;iarthe contrary order in the evening, first te #etting sun, to the
rising sun, to the north, and at length to the Isotihey repeat but one prayer, which asks for hedlbody and of
mind, and happiness for themselves and all peapldthey conclude it with the petition "As it seelpest to God."



The public prayer for all is long, and it is pouffledth to heaven. For this reason the altar is doand is divided
crosswise by ways at right angles to one anothgthBse ways Hoh enters after he has repeateduh@rfayers,
and he prays looking up to heaven. And then a gngatery is seen by them. The priestly vestmerofa beauty
and meaning like to those of Aaron. They resemhtane and they surpass Art.

They divide the seasons according to the revolutfcthe sun, and not of the stars, and they obsgrady by how
much time the one precedes the other. They hotdlieasun approaches nearer and nearer, and trelsfe@ver-
lessening circles reaches the tropics and the eqgeaery year a little sooner. They measure mooyithie course
of the moon, years by that of the sun. They prRiséemy, admire Copernicus, but place AristarclgRhilolaus
before him. They take great pains in endeavoringnterstand the construction of the world, and tdretdr not it
will perish, and at what time. They believe that tiue oracle of Jesus Christ is by the signseérstin, in the moon,
and in the stars, which signs do not thus appearatay of us foolish ones. Therefore they wait fer tenewing of
the age, and perchance for its end.

They say that it is very doubtful whether the waslds made from nothing, or from the ruins of otherlds, or
from chaos, but they certainly think that it wasdmaand did not exist from eternity. Therefore tdegbelieve in
Aristotle, whom they consider a logican and noh#égsopher. From analogies, they can draw manyraegs
against the eternity of the world. The sun andsthes they, so to speak, regard as the living seitatives and
signs of God, as the temples and holy living ajJtarsl they honor but do not worship them. Beyohdthkr things
they venerate the sun, but they consider no crehied worthy the adoration of worship. This theyeggto God
alone, and thus they serve Him, that they may aptecinto the power of a tyrant and fall into misbyyundergoing
punishment by creatures of revenge. They contemplad know God under the image of the Sun, anddhkyit

the sign of God, His face and living image, by neahwhich light, heat, life, and the making of thiings good and
bad proceed. Therefore they have built an altartlikthe sun in shape, and the priests praise et isun and in
the stars, as it were His altars, and in the hegudis temple as it were; and they pray to goockngvho are, so to
speak, the intercessors living in the stars, tsteang abodes. For God long since set signs af fiegiuty in heaven,
and of His glory in the sun. They say there isdng heaven, and that the planets move and ri¢epfdelves when
they approach the sun or are in conjunction with it

They assert two principles of the physics of thibgbow, namely, that the sun is the father, andetiéh the
mother; the air is an impure part of the heavelérais derived from the sun. The sea is the &t earth, or the
fluid of earth combusted, and fused within its btswbut is the bond of union between air and eadtthe blood is
of the spirit and flesh of animals. The world igraat animal, and we live within it as worms livaghin us.
Therefore we do not belong to the system of s&ans, and earth, but to God only; for in respet¢hém which seek
only to amplify themselves, we are born and livechgnce; but in respect to God, whose instrumeatare, we are
formed by prescience and design, and for a high Enerefore we are bound to no father but God,randive all
things from Him. They hold as beyond question theortality of souls, and that these associate gdthd angels
after death, or with bad angels, according as lizex likened themselves in this life to either. &lbthings seek
their like. They differ little from us as to placetreward and punishment. They are in doubt whetiere are other
worlds beyond ours, and account it madness totsag is nothing. Nonentity is incompatible with thénite

entity of God. They lay down two principles of mgligsics, entity which is the highest God, and mahess which
is the defect of entity. Evil and sin come of tliegensity to nothingness; the sin having its canmteefficient, but

in deficiency. Deficiency is, they say, of poweistom, or will. Sin they place in the last of thelseee, because he
who knows and has the power to do good is bouraltalkave the will, for will arises out of them. &hworship
God in trinity, saying God is the Supreme Poweremde proceeds the highest Wisdom, which is the seéthe
God, and from these comes Love, which is both p@amerwisdom; but they do not distinguish personsdiye, as
in our Christian law, which has not been reveatethém. This religion, when its abuses have beeoved, will be
the future mistress of the world, as great thealogiteach and hope. Therefore Spain found the NerdWthough
its first discoverer, Columbus, greatest of her@es a Genoese), that all nations should be gather@er one law.
We know not what we do, but God knows, whose imsémnts we are. They sought new regions for lusotif gnd
riches, but God works to a higher end. The sumestrto burn up the earth, not to produce plantsnaga, but God
guides the battle to great issues. His the prtosdim the glory!

G.M. Oh, if you knew what our astrologers say @& toming age, and of our age, that has in it mstedy within
100 years than all the world had in 4,000 yearstediof the wonderful inventions of printing andnguand the use
of the magnet, and how it all comes of Mercury, 8/@ihe Moon, and the Scorpion!

Capt. Ah, well! God gives all in His good time. Hastrologize too much.

[1] A pace was 1-9/25 yard, 1,000 paces makingla mi

[End] .



Francis Bacon's New Atlantis

TheNew Atlantis 1627, is essentially a utopia, in which Bacorlines an ideal state. It has sometimes been
interpreted as an elaborate allegory with hermatic even Rosicrucian) undertones. This text wapgred by
Kirk Crady from scanner output provided by Interétetap.

Back to allegories

NEW ATLANTIS

We sailed from Peru, where we had continued byfiaee of one whole year, for China and Japan,d$tuth
Sea, taking with us victuals for twelve months; &ad good winds from the east, though soft and weakive
months' space and more. But then the wind camet advodi settled in the west for many days, so asoumtd make
little or no way, and were sometimes in purpostito back. But then again there arose strong a@at gvinds from
the south, with a point east; which carried usfapall that we could do, toward the north: by whiagme our
victuals failed us, though we had made good sphitgem. So that finding ourselves, in the midsthef greatest
wilderness of waters in the world, without victuak gave ourselves for lost men, and prepareddatid Yet we
did lift up our hearts and voices to God above, whoweth His wonders in the deep; beseeching Hirli@mercy
that as in the beginning He discovered the fada@tleep, and brought forth dry land, so He wouol discover

land to us, that we might not perish.
And it came to pass that the next day about evenigaw within a kenning before us, toward themas it were
thick clouds, which did put us in some hope of |[dambwing how that part of the South Sea was ytt@énknown,
and might have islands or continents that hithextoe not come to light. Wherefore we bent our cetingher,
where we saw the appearance of land, all that négidt in the dawning of next day we might plainigcgrn that it
was a land flat to our sight, and full of boscagkich made it show the more dark. And after an feng a half's
sailing, we entered into a good haven, being thiegfa fair city. Not great, indeed, but well buénd that gave a
pleasant view from the sea. And we thinking eveiyute long till we were on land, came close toghere and
offered to land. But straightway we saw divershaf people, with batons in their hands, as it werkiflding us to
land: yet without any cries or fierceness, but @asgywarning us off, by signs that they made. Whesalbeing not a
little discomfited, we were advising with ourselwelsat we should do. During which time there madéhfto us a
small boat, with about eight persons in it, wher@oé of them had in his hand a tipstaff of a yeltame, tipped at
both ends with blue, who made aboard our ship,auitlany show of distrust at all. And when he saw ofour
number present himself somewhat afore the restrdw forth a little scroll of parchment (somewhatigwer than
our parchment, and shining like the leaves of ngiiables, but otherwise soft and flexible), anlivéeed it to our
foremost man. In which scroll were written in amtielebrew, and in ancient Greek, and in good Latithe
school, and in Spanish these words: "Land ye mterof you, and provide to be gone from this ceat$tin sixteen
days, except you have further time given you; mealewif you want fresh water, or victual, or hétp your sick,
or that your ship needeth repair, write down yoants, and you shall have that which belongeth twyieThis
scroll was signed with a stamp of cherubim's wimgs,spread, but hanging downward; and by thenosscr
This being delivered, the officer returned, and ¢efly a servant with us to receive our answer.gbéimg hereupon
among ourselves, we were much perplexed. The dehlahding, and hasty warning us away, troubledwush: on
the other side, to find that the people had langsagnd were so full of humanity, did comfort us adittle. And
above all, the sign of the cross to that instrunvead to us a great rejoicing, and as it were atepresage of good.
Our answer was in the Spanish tongue, "That forsbip, it was well; for we had rather met with calemd
contrary winds, than any tempests. For our siaky there many, and in very ill case; so that if theye not
permitted to land, they ran in danger of theirdiveOur other wants we set down in particular, agdiThat we had
some little store of merchandise, which if it pledishem to deal for, it might supply our wants hwiit being
chargeable unto them." We offered some rewardstolgts unto the servant, and a piece of crimsbret&o be
presented to the officer; but the servant took them nor would scarce look upon them; and sougftand went
back in another little boat which was sent for him.
About three hours after we had despatched our ansiveze came toward us a person (as it seemedplaice. He
had on him a gown with wide sleeves, of a kind afew chamolet, of an excellent azure color, farargossy than
ours; his under-apparel was green, and so wasahi®&ing in the form of a turban, daintily madeg aot so huge
as the Turkish turbans; and the locks of his hamne& down below the brims of it. A reverend man taso behold.
He came in a boat, gilt in some part of it, witifpersons more only in that boat; and was followg@nother



boat, wherein were some twenty. When he was cortrénna flight-shot of our ship, signs were madeisahat we
should send forth some to meet him upon the watigich we presently did in our ship-boat, sendingphincipal
man amongst us save one, and four of our numbarhiit. When we were come within six yards of that, they
called to us to stay, and not to approach fartibich we did.

And thereupon the man, whom | before describeadstp, and with a loud voice in Spanish asked, ‘Yae
Christians?" We answered, "We were;" fearing tlss,|because of the cross we had seen in the quimeriAt
which answer the said person lift up his right hemdlard heaven, and drew it softly to his mouthifhhs the
gesture they use, when they thank God), and thdn"$aye will swear, all of you, by the merits tiie Saviour, that
ye are no pirates; nor have shed blood, lawfullyrdawfully, within forty days past; you may haveehse to come
on land." We said, "We were all ready to take tath." Whereupon one of those that were with hiemd (as it
seemed) a notary, made an entry of this act. Wihicte, another of the attendants of the great pevduich was
with him in the same boat, after his lord had spokdittle to him, said aloud: "My lord would hayeu know that it
is not of pride, or greatness, that he cometh hoaed your ship; but for that in your answer youaldee that you
have many sick amongst you, he was warned by theeteator of health of the city that he should keelistance.”
We bowed ourselves toward him and answered: "We Wisrhumble servants; and accounted for greatrremmb
singular humanity toward us, that which was alredalye; but hoped well that the nature of the siskredf our men
was not infectious."

So he returned; and awhile after came the notang taboard our ship, holding in his hand a fruitheft country,
like an orange, but of color between orange-tawrd/scarlet, which cast a most excellent odor. Hel uis(as it
seemed) for a preservative against infection. He @i our oath, "By the name of Jesus, and Histsieand after
told us that the next day, by six of the clockhie thorning, we should be sent to, and broughtactiangers' house
(so he called it), where we should be accommodaitétiings, both for our whole and for our sick. I8oleft us; and
when we offered him some pistolets, he smilingj sdile must not be twice paid for one labor:" mearfas | take
it) that he had salary sufficient of the StateHis service. For (as | after learned) they calbHiter that taketh
rewards twice paid.

The next morning early there came to us the safieepthat came to us at first, with his cane, toid us he came
to conduct us to the strangers' house; and thaatigrevented the hour, because we might havehb&eway
before us for our business. "For," said he," if yall follow my advice, there shall first go withersome few of
you, and see the place, and how it may be madesogent for you; and then you may send for your,sieid the
rest of your number which ye will bring on land."e\ihanked him and said, "That his care which h& tdo
desolate strangers, God would reward." And so sissavent on land with him; and when we were or|dre went
before us, and turned to us and said "he was rigezuant and our guide." He led us through thagrestreets; and
all the way we went there were gathered some penplmoth sides, standing in a row; but in so @vidshion, as if
it had been, not to wonder at us, but to welcomeung divers of them, as we passed by them, pirtahas a little
abroad, which is their gesture when they bid anlgaree.

The strangers' house is a fair and spacious hbugeof brick, of somewhat a bluer color than dwick; and with
handsome windows, some of glass, some of a kimambric oiled. He brought us first into a fair parhbove
stairs, and then asked us "what number of persenseve? and how many sick?" We answered, "We weaé# i
(sick and whole) one-and-fifty persons, whereof siak were seventeen." He desired us have patetitiee, and
to stay till he came back to us, which was about@ur after; and then he led us to see the chamiddéch were
provided for us, being in number nineteen. Theyif@geast it (as it seemeth) that four of those dbens, which
were better than the rest, might receive four efgfrincipal men of our company; and lodge themelon
themselves; and the other fifteen chambers weladtge us, two and two together. The chambers wenedome
and cheerful chambers, and furnished civilly. Therled us to a long gallery, like a dorture, whegeshowed us all
along the one side (for the other side was but aradl window) seventeen cells, very neat ones, begémtitions of
cedar wood. Which gallery and cells, being in aitty (many more than we needed), were instituteginaisfirmary
for sick persons. And he told us withal, that ag efhour sick waxed well, he might be removed frbisicell to a
chamber; for which purpose there were set fortrspre chambers, besides the number we spakeavébef

This done, he brought us back to the parlor, dtiddiup his cane a little (as they do when thexeginy charge or
command), said to us: "Ye are to know that thearusif the land requireth that after this day andtmrrow

(which we give you for removing your people fronuyship), you are to keep within doors for thregsddut let it
not trouble you, nor do not think yourselves rasrd, but rather left to your rest and ease. Yall stant nothing;
and there are six of our people appointed to atyeodfor any business you may have abroad.” We bamghanks
with all affection and respect, and said, "God kuikemanifested in this land." We offered him ata@nty
pistolets; but he smiled, and only said: "What?deapaid!" And so he left us. Soon after our dinmas served in;
which was right good viands, both for bread andtmeetter than any collegiate diet that | have knawEurope.



We had also drink of three sorts, all wholesomegoatl: wine of the grape; a drink of grain, suclisasith us our
ale, but more clear; and a kind of cider made fofiid of that country, a wonderful pleasing andreshing drink.
Besides, there were brought in to us great stothasfe scarlet oranges for our sick; which (theg)saere an
assured remedy for sickness taken at sea. Thergiwasus also a box of small gray or whitish pilldiich they
wished our sick should take, one of the pills evdight before sleep; which (they said) would haskenir recovery.
The next day, after that our trouble of carriage smoving of our men and goods out of our ship seasewhat
settled and quiet, | thought good to call our conyp@gether, and, when they were assembled, s&idtem: "My
dear friends, let us know ourselves, and how iidg#h with us. We are men cast on land, as Jons®waf the
whale's belly, when we were as buried in the daagd;now we are on land, we are but between dealtlifanfor
we are beyond both the Old World and the New; ahdtier ever we shall see Europe, God only knowetha
kind of miracle hath brought us hither, and it moestittle less that shall bring us hence. Theefarregard of our
deliverance past, and our danger present and te,detrus look up to God, and every man refornokia ways.
Besides, we are come here among a Christian pdaplef piety and humanity. Let us not bring tleatnfusion of
face upon ourselves, as to show our vices or umivess before them. Yet there is more, for theyeHay
commandment (though in form of courtesy) cloistarsdvithin these walls for three days; who knoweltether it
be not to take some taste of our manners and éonsit And if they find them bad, to banish us gtiavay; if
good, to give us further time. For these men they thave given us for attendance, may withal haveya upon us.
Therefore, for God's love, and as we love the wéalir souls and bodies, let us so behave ourselvege may be
at peace with God and may find grace in the eyékisfpeople.”

Our company with one voice thanked me for my godi@nition, and promised me to live soberly andligivand
without giving any the least occasion of offence v& spent our three days joyfully, and withouecan
expectation what would be done with us when theseveapired. During which time, we had every hoyr ¢6 the
amendment of our sick, who thought themselvesinsssome divine pool of healing, they mended swiki and
so fast.

The morrow after our three days were past, themeeda us a new man, that we had not seen befathed in blue
as the former was, save that his turban was whtteassmall red cross on top. He had also a tippéhe linen. At
his coming in, he did bend to us a little, and lpigtarms abroad. We of our parts saluted him iarg lowly and
submissive manner; as looking that from him we &hoeceive sentence of life or death. He desiresptak with
some few of us. Whereupon six of us only stayed,tha rest avoided the room. He said: "I am byceffgovernor
of this house of strangers, and by vocation, | a@hastian priest, and therefore am come to yooffexr you my
service, both as strangers and chiefly as Christi@ame things | may tell you, which | think youlwiot be
unwilling to hear. The State hath given you licettsstay on land for the space of six weeks; ahil tet trouble
you if your occasions ask further time, for the liamthis point is not precise; and | do not doubt imyself shall be
able to obtain for you such further time as shaltbnvenient. Ye shall also understand that tlangars' house is at
this time rich and much aforehand; for it hath lagrevenue these thirty-seven years, for so Ibisgsince any
stranger arrived in this part; and therefore tad@@ care; the State will defray you all the tinoel gtay. Neither
shall you stay one day the less for that. As formerchandise you have brought, ye shall be welluand have
your return, either in merchandise or in gold aihges for to us it is all one. And if you have aanther request to
make, hide it not; for ye shall find we will not keayour countenance to fall by the answer ye shabive. Only
this | must tell you, that none of you must go abawkaran [that is with them a mile and a halffrirthe walls of
the city, without special leave."

We answered, after we had looked awhile upon onthan admiring this gracious and parent-like ustus we
could not tell what to say, for we wanted wordexpress our thanks; and his noble free offeraiefiothing to
ask. It seemed to us that we had before us a picfupur salvation in heaven; for we that were #vhince in the
jaws of death, were now brought into a place wherdound nothing but consolations. For the commasttrtaid
upon us, we would not fail to obey it, though itsnimpossible but our hearts should be inflamedead further
upon this happy and holy ground. We added thatangues should first cleave to the roofs of our theere we
should forget either this reverend person or thisle nation, in our prayers. We also most humbkolbight him to
accept of us as his true servants, by as jushhaigever men on earth were bounden; laying a@gkepting both
our persons and all we had at his feet. He saiddtea priest, and looked for a priest's rewardchkviaias our
brotherly love and the good of our souls and bodseshe went from us, not without tears of tendssrie his eyes,
and left us also confused with joy and kindnesginggamong ourselves that we were come into a tdrashgels,
which did appear to us daily, and prevent us wathnforts, which we thought not of, much less expeécte

The next day, about ten of the clock; the govenaone to us again, and after salutations said fartyilthat he was
come to visit us, and called for a chair and sat thown; and we, being some ten of us (the rest oftiee meaner
sort or else gone abroad), sat down with him; ahdnwe were set he began thus: "We of this isldf@kasalem



(for so they called it in their language) have tkigt by means of our solitary situation, andhef laws of secrecy,
which we have for our travellers, and our rare adion of strangers; we know well most part of thbitable
world, and are ourselves unknown. Therefore bechegdkat knoweth least is fittest to ask questibissmore
reason, for the entertainment of the time, thaasleme questions, than that | ask you." We answénatiwe
humbly thanked him that he would give us leaveostda. And that we conceived by the taste we hazhdly, that
there was no worldly thing on earth more worthypéoknown than the state of that happy land. Buvatadl, we
said, since that we were met from the several ehtlee world, and hoped assuredly that we shouldtrore day in
the kingdom of heaven (for that we were both p@rsstians), we desired to know (in respect thatl levas so
remote, and so divided by vast and unknown seas tine land where our Saviour walked on earth) whe the
apostle of that nation, and how it was convertetthéofaith? It appeared in his face that he to@agcontentment in
this our question; he said: "Ye knit my heart ta Yoy asking this question in the first place; toshoweth that you
first seek the kingdom of heaven; and | shall giadhd briefly, satisfy your demand.

"About twenty years after the ascension of our @awvit came to pass, that there was seen by thelebRenfusa
(a city upon the eastern coast of our island, witlight, the night was cloudy and calm), as it mlglhsome mile in
the sea, a great pillar of light; not sharp, bufoirm of a column, or cylinder, rising from the seagreat way up
toward heaven; and on the top of it was seen & largss of light, more bright and resplendent tharbody of the
pillar. Upon which so strange a spectacle, the lgeofthe city gathered apace together upon thdssaa wonder;
and so after put themselves into a number of soaats to go nearer to this marvellous sight. Butmtihe boats
were come within about sixty yards of the pillérey found themselves all bound, and could go nibvéuy yet so as
they might move to go about, but might not appraaeérer; so as the boats stood all as in a thdmhe|ding this
light, as a heavenly sign. It so fell out that theras in one of the boats one of the wise meneoEticiety of
Saloman's House (which house, or college, my goethken, is the very eye of this kingdom), who hgvawhile
attentively and devoutly viewed and contemplates! piilar and cross, fell down upon his face; ametraised
himself upon his knees, and lifting up his handsaaven, made his prayers in this manner:

"Lord God of heaven and earth; thou hast vouclidsafehy grace, to those of our order to know thorks of
creation, and true secrets of them; and to diseerffar as appertaineth to the generations of betnjeen divine
miracles, works of nature, works of art and impostuand illusions of all sorts. | do here acknalgke and testify
before this people that the thing we now see bafareeyes is thy finger, and a true miracle. Anc$omuch as we
learn in our books that thou never workest mirgddeis to a divine and excellent end (for the lafaature are
thine own laws, and thou exceedest them not but gpeat cause), we most humbly beseech thee tpertss
great sign, and to give us the interpretation aselaf it in mercy; which thou dost in some partrsttg promise, by
sending it unto us.'

"When he had made his prayer, he presently foumdbdlat he was in movable and unbound; whereaseatkesst
remained still fast; and taking that for an assceanf leave to approach, he caused the boat tofthg and with
silence rowed toward the pillar; but ere he cana itethe pillar and cross of light broke up, aradt itself abroad,
as it were, into a firmament of many stars, whildo aanished soon after, and there was nothingddie seen but
a small ark or chest of cedar, dry and not wetlatith water, though it swam; and in the fore efdt, which was
toward him, grew a small green branch of palm;ahdn the wise man had taken it with all reveremée fis boat,
it opened of itself, and there were found in itt@k and a letter, both written in fine parchment] &rapped in
sindons of linen. The book contained all the cacalrhooks of the Old and New Testament, accordingpa have
them (for we know well what the churches with yeuaeive), and the Apocalypse itself; and some dibeks of the
New Testament, which were not at that time writteare nevertheless in the book. And for the lettavas in these
words:

"1, Bartholomew, a servant of the Highest, andstigoof Jesus Christ, was warned by an angel fygared to me
in a vision of glory, that | should commit this atkthe floods of the sea. Therefore | do testifg declare unto that
people where God shall ordain this ark to comeaual] that in the same day is come unto them salvatid peace,
and good-will from the Father, and from the Lorduke'

"There was also in both these writings, as welltbek as the letter, wrought a great miracle, conftw that of the
apostles, in the original gift of tongues. For thbeing at that time, in this land, Hebrews, Pessiand Indians,
besides the natives, everyone read upon the babletar, as if they had been written in his owmglaage. And
thus was this land saved from infidelity (as th@a& of the old world was from water) by an arkptigh the
apostolical and miraculous evangelism of St. Baoimew." And here he paused, and a messenger catmafad
him forth from us. So this was all that passecat tonference.

The next day the same governor came again to ugdiately after dinner, and excused himself, sattiag) the day
before he was called from us somewhat abruptlynbut he would make us amends, and spend time jtli we
held his company and conference agreeable. We aadileat we held it so agreeable and pleasing,tasuge



forgot both dangers past, and fears to come, fotithe we heard him speak; and that we thoughban $pent with
him was worth years of our former life. He bowethkeélf a little to us, and after we were set agaénsaid, "Well,
the questions are on your part."

One of our number said, after a little pause, thwate was a matter we were no less desirous to kimamvfearful to
ask, lest we might presume too far. But, encourdnyelds rare humanity toward us (that could scénagk
ourselves strangers, being his vowed and professmants), we would take the hardness to propduhdiinbly
beseeching him, if he thought it not fit to be aes¥d, that he would pardon it, though he rejedted/é said, we
well observed those his words, which he formerlgksp that this happy island, where we now stood, ki@wn to
few, and yet knew most of the nations of the wonltlich we found to be true, considering they hadl#mguages
of Europe, and knew much of our State and busirassyet we in Europe (notwithstanding all the reamo
discoveries and navigations of this last age) naeard any of the least inkling or glimpse of ikland. This we
found wonderful strange; for that all nations hanterknowledge one of another, either by voyage foteign
parts, or by strangers that come to them; and ththeytraveller into a foreign country doth comnyolkhow more
by the eye than he that stayeth at home can bjaelaf the traveller; yet both ways suffice to rmak mutual
knowledge, in some degree, on both parts. Buthisrisland, we never heard tell of any ship ofthéiat had been
seen to arrive upon any shore of Europe; no, neitbér the East or West Indies, nor yet of anyp gifiany other
part of the world, that had made return for themd Aet the marvel rested not in this. For the sibumeof it (as his
lordship said) in the secret conclave of such & se& might cause it. But then, that they shoule: hamowledge of
the languages, books, affairs, of those that I sudistance from them, it was a thing we coulgdtelbwhat to
make of; for that it seemed to us a condition amghpety of divine powers and beings, to be hidded unseen to
others, and yet to have others open, and as ghatb them.

At this speech the governor gave a gracious smifesaid that we did well to ask pardon for thisgjiom we now
asked, for that it imported, as if we thought fhisd a land of magicians, that sent forth spirftthe air into all
parts, to bring them news and intelligence of otmmtries. It was answered by us all, in all passhumbleness,
but yet with a countenance taking knowledge, treknew that he spake it but merrily. That we wereesmough to
think there was somewhat supernatural in this éslant yet rather as angelical than magical. Bigtdis lordship
know truly what it was that made us tender and tfauto ask this question, it was not any such esndbut
because we remembered he had given a touch inief speech, that this land had laws of secraghiog
strangers. To this he said, "You remember it arightl therefore in that | shall say to you, | rmeserve some
particulars, which it is not lawful for me to revelaut there will be enough left to give you saistion.

"You shall understand (that which perhaps you sdhrce think credible) that about 3,000 years agspmewhat
more, the navigation of the world (especially femote voyages) was greater than at this day. Dthimik with
yourselves, that | know not how much it is increhegth you, within these threescore years; | knowell, and yet
| say, greater then than now; whether it was, ttiaexample of the ark, that saved the remnantesf fltom the
universal deluge, gave men confidence to ventuom tipe waters, or what it was; but such is thentrihe
Phoenicians, and especially the Tyrians, had dlexsts; so had the Carthaginians their colony, tincyet farther
west. Toward the east the shipping of Egypt, andadéstine, was likewise great. China also, andjteat Atlantis
(that you call America), which have now but junkslaanoes, abounded then in tall ships. This isfasdppeareth
by faithful registers of those times) had then 0,5@ong ships, of great content. Of all this ther&ith you sparing
memory, or none; but we have large knowledge tHereo

"At that time this land was known and frequentedhm®y ships and vessels of all the nations befongeda And (as it
cometh to pass) they had many times men of othantdes, that were no sailors, that came with thesrPersians,
Chaldeans, Arabians, so as almost all nations ght@nd fame resorted hither; of whom we have ssiings and
little tribes with us at this day. And for our owhips, they went sundry voyages, as well to yaaitst which you
call the Pillars of Hercules, as to other partthimn Atlantic and Mediterranean seas; as to Paguiich is the same
with Cambalaine) and Quinzy, upon the Oriental saadar as to the borders of the East Tartary.

"At the same time, and an age after or more, thahitants of the great Atlantis did flourish. Footigh the
narration and description which is made by a gnegat with you, that the descendants of Neptune gdbtitere, and
of the magnificent temple, palace, city, and lild the manifold streams of goodly navigable rivessich as so
many chains environed the same site and templethenskeveral degrees of ascent, whereby men dithalp to the
same, as if it had been a Scala Coeli; be all paletind fabulous; yet so much is true, that the saiuintry of
Atlantis, as well that of Peru, then called Coyathat of Mexico, then named Tyrambel, were migirigt proud
kingdoms, in arms, shipping, and riches; so mighsyat one time, or at least within the spacerof/&ars, they both
made two great expeditions; they of Tyrambel thiothge Atlantic to the Mediterranean Sea; and tHeyaya,
through the South Sea upon this our island; anthfaformer of these, which was into Europe, thmesauthor
among you, as it seemeth, had some relation frenkEgyptian priest, whom he citeth. For assuredighsa thing



there was. But whether it were the ancient Athenithat had the glory of the repulse and resistahtgose forces,
| can say nothing; but certain it is there nevenedack either ship or man from that voyage. Neitiag the other
voyage of those of Coya upon us had better fortiitlkeey had not met with enemies of greater clecgefor the
King of this island, by nhame Altabin, a wise mal angreat warrior, knowing well both his own stréngnd that of
his enemies, handled the matter so as he cuteiffldnd forces from their ships, and entoiled bb#ir navy and
their camp with a greater power than theirs, bgtlsdn and land; and compelled them to render tHeesswithout
striking a stroke; and after they were at his mecoytenting himself only with their oath, thatyrehould no more
bear arms against him, dismissed them all in safety

"But the divine revenge overtook not long aftersa@roud enterprises. For within less than theespa@00 years
the Great Atlantis was utterly lost and destroyeat;by a great earthquake, as your man saithh&rwhole tract is
little subject to earthquakes, but by a particdieluge, or inundation; those countries having iatdhy far greater
rivers, and far higher mountains to pour down wsgtran any part of the old world. But it is trbatthe same
inundation was not deep, nor past forty foot, irstqpaces, from the ground, so that although itrdged man and
beast generally, yet some few wild inhabitantshefwood escaped. Birds also were saved by flyirtgedigh trees
and woods. For as for men, although they had mgklin many places higher than the depth of themnvget that
inundation, though it were shallow, had a long sardnce, whereby they of the vale that were notvdeml
perished for want of food, and other things neags&o as marvel you not at the thin populatiooferica, nor at
the rudeness and ignorance of the people; for yast account your inhabitants of America as a yqaaple,
younger a thousand years at the least than thefrés world, for that there was so much time lestwthe
universal flood and their particular inundation.

"For the poor remnant of human seed which remaimdiaeir mountains, peopled the country again sjowy little
and little, and being simple and a savage peopitlige Noah and his sons, which was the chief fawii the
earth), they were not able to leave letters, artd,civility to their posterity; and having likewi@ their
mountainous habitations been used, in respeceoétireme cold of those regions, to clothe thenesehith the
skins of tigers, bears, and great hairy goats,ttiegt have in those parts; when after they camendote the valley,
and found the intolerable heats which are there kawew no means of lighter apparel, they were fibtoebegin the
custom of going naked, which continueth at this. d2iyly they take great pride and delight in thetiess of birds,
and this also they took from those their ancesibtie mountains, who were invited unto it, by ihinite flight of
birds, that came up to the high grounds, whilevitaéers stood below. So you see, by this main antiofgtime, we
lost our traffic with the Americans, with whom df athers, in regard they lay nearest to us, we madt
commerce. As for the other parts of the worlds iniost manifest that in the ages following (whetheswere in
respect of wars, or by a natural revolution of imavigation did everywhere greatly decay, and isfigdar
voyages (the rather by the use of galleys, and ges$els as could hardly brook the ocean) wergether left and
omitted. So then, that part of intercourse whictldde from other nations to sail to us, you see hdath long
since ceased; except it were by some rare accideijs of yours. But now of the cessation of dther part of
intercourse, which might be by our sailing to othations, | must yield you some other cause. Batinot say if |
shall say truly, but our shipping, for number, sgféh, mariners, pilots, and all things that appeta navigation, is
as great as ever; and therefore why we should kitrae, | shall now give you an account by itsaffd it will draw
nearer, to give you satisfaction, to your princigaéstion.

"There reigned in this land, about 1,900 years ad€ing, whose memory of all others we most adoog;
superstitiously, but as a divine instrument, thoaghortal man: his name was Salomana; and we estieeras the
lawgiver of our nation. This King had a large hearscrutable for good; and was wholly bent to mhisskingdom
and people happy. He, therefore, taking into cansiibn how sufficient and substantive this landwa maintain
itself without any aid at all of the foreigner; bgi5,000 miles in circuit, and of rare fertility 86il, in the greatest
part thereof; and finding also the shipping of ttosintry might be plentifully set on work, both fighing and by
transportations from port to port, and likewisedayling unto some small islands that are not famfus, and are
under the crown and laws of this State; and rewallito his memory the happy and flourishing estéterein this
land then was, so as it might be a thousand wagredlto the worse, but scarce any one way toetterhthough
nothing wanted to his noble and heroical intentjdng only (as far as human foresight might reacigive
perpetuity to that which was in his time so happiyablished, therefore among his other fundaméis of this
kingdom he did ordain the interdicts and prohilmisavhich we have touching entrance of strangerg;wdt that
time (though it was after the calamity of Amerigegs frequent; doubting novelties and commixturenafiners. It
is true, the like law against the admission ofreggeas without license is an ancient law in the Kimigp of China,
and yet continued in use. But there it is a poorghand hath made them a curious, ignorant, f&adalish nation.
But our lawgiver made his law of another temper. fitst, he hath preserved all points of humariitytaking order
and making provision for the relief of strangersttissed; whereof you have tasted."



At which speech (as reason was) we all rose uanetd ourselves. He went on: "That King also diiring to
join humanity and policy together; and thinking@ainst humanity to detain strangers here agdiestwills, and
against policy that they should return and discaokeir knowledge of this estate, he took this ceuhe did ordain,
that of the strangers that should be permittednd,|as many at all times might depart as manyoasgdybut as
many as would stay, should have very good condifiand means to live from the State. Wherein hessafar, that
now in so many ages since the prohibition, we hmageory not of one ship that ever returned, andbthirteen
persons only, at several times, that chose torrétuour bottoms. What those few that returned trewe reported
abroad, | know not. But you must think, whatsodhely have said, could be taken where they camébatdream.
Now for our travelling from hence into parts abrpadr lawgiver thought fit altogether to restrainJo is it not in
China. For the Chinese sail where they will, or;aglhich showeth, that their law of keeping out strers is a law
of pusillanimity and fear. But this restraint ofrethath one only exception, which is admirablespreing the good
which cometh by communicating with strangers, aralding the hurt: and | will now open it to you.

"And here | shall seem a little to digress, but ydliby and by find it pertinent. Ye shall undeast, my dear
friends, that among the excellent acts of that Konge above all hath the pre-eminence. It wastbetion and
institution of an order, or society, which we ca#lloman's House, the noblest foundation, as we,tthiat ever was
upon the earth, and the lantern of this kingdoris ttedicated to the study of the works and creatof God. Some
think it beareth the founder's name a little coredp as if it should be Solomon's House. But tloends write it as it
is spoken. So as | take it to be denominate oKihg of the Hebrews, which is famous with you, ardstrangers
to us; for we have some parts of his works whictinwou are lost; namely, that natural history whiehwrote of
all plants, from the cedar of Libanus to the masg groweth out of the wall; and of all things thawve life and
motion. This maketh me think that our King findihignself to symbolize, in many things, with that Kiof the
Hebrews, which lived many years before him, hondneawith the title of this foundation. And | amethather
induced to be of this opinion, for that | find inGent records, this order or society is sometioaled Solomon's
House, and sometimes the College of the Six Daysk®g/ whereby | am satisfied that our excellentdliad
learned from the Hebrews that God had created tnklvand all that therein is within six days: ahdrefore he
instituted that house, for the finding out of theetnature of all things, whereby God might haertfore glory in
the workmanship of them, and men the more fruih&ir use of them, did give it also that second @am

"But now to come to our present purpose. When ting Ikad forbidden to all his people navigation iatty part
that was not under his crown, he made neverthéigssrdinance; that every twelve years there shbalset forth
out of this kingdom, two ships, appointed to seieogages; that in either of these ships there kshbe a mission
of three of the fellows or brethren of Saloman'sistg whose errand was only to give us knowleddbeoéffairs
and state of those countries to which they wereded; and especially of the sciences, arts, maturias, and
inventions of all the world; and withal to bringtarus books, instruments, and patterns in every: kimat the ships,
after they had landed the brethren, should refamd;that the brethren should stay abroad till #w mission, the
ships are not otherwise fraught than with storeictiials, and good quantity of treasure to remath the brethren,
for the buying of such things, and rewarding oftspersons, as they should think fit. Now for mégibyou how
the vulgar sort of mariners are contained from peliscovered at land, and how they must be putoresfor any
time, color themselves under the names of othéomgtand to what places these voyages have be@med; and
what places of rendezvous are appointed for themissions, and the like circumstances of the practimay not
do it, neither is it much to your desire. But tlyesl see we maintain a trade, not for gold, sileejewels, nor for
silks, nor for spices, nor any other commodity @ftt@r; but only for God's first creature, which igét; to have
light, | say, of the growth of all parts of the el

And when he had said this, he was silent, and se we all; for indeed we were all astonished ta lseastrange
things so probably told. And he perceiving thatweze willing to say somewhat, but had it not readygreat
courtesy took us off, and descended to ask usiquestf our voyage and fortunes, and in the endlcoled that we
might do well to think with ourselves what timestay we would demand of the State, and bade u® rszant
ourselves; for he would procure such time as weetksWhereupon we all rose up and presented agsed kiss
the skirt of his tippet, but he would not suffer aad so took his leave. But when it came once gnoain people
that the State used to offer conditions to stramtfeat would stay, we had work enough to get amyuofmen to
look to our ship, and to keep them from going pnégdo the governor to crave conditions; but witlich ado we
restrained them, till we might agree what courseke.

We took ourselves now for freemen, seeing therengadanger of our utter perdition, and lived magfilly,

going abroad and seeing what was to be seen ritthand places adjacent, within our tedder; anhioing
acquaintance with many of the city, not of the nesaguality, at whose hands we found such humaanity,such a
freedom and desire to take strangers, as it wet@their bosom, as was enough to make us forgtatlwas dear
to us in our own countries, and continually we migh many things, right worthy of observation amdhtion; as



indeed, if there be a mirror in the world, wortleyhiold men's eyes, it is that country. One dayethesre two of our
company bidden to a feast of the family, as thdlitta most natural, pious, and reverend custbis, ishowing that
nation to be compounded of all goodness. Thisasiinner of it; it is granted to any man that shadl to see thirty
persons descended of his body, alive togetherakmathove three years old, to make this feast, wiadone at the
cost of the State. The father of the family, whéwytcall the tirsan, two days before the feasettako him three of
such friends as he liketh to choose, and is asls&s® by the governor of the city or place whaeefeast is
celebrated; and all the persons of the family,athtsexes, are summoned to attend him. These tystba tirsan
sitteth in consultation, concerning the good esttbe family. There, if there be any discord vitsbetween any
of the family, they are compounded and appeaseet€eTif any of the family be distressed or decapeder is
taken for their relief, and competent means to. liMgere, if any be subject to vice, or take ill-tsms, they are
reproved and censured. So, likewise, directionvsrgtouching marriages, and the courses of lifectviany of
them should take, with divers other the like orderd advices. The governor sitteth to the endutdrpexecution,
by his public authority, the decrees and ordeitheftirsan, if they should be disobeyed, though seldom needeth;
such reverence and obedience they give to the ofdeture.

The tirsan doth also then ever choose one mandirmong his sons, to live in house with him, whoatex ever
after the Son of the Vine. The reason will hereedfgpear. On the feast day, the father, or tirsameth forth after
divine service into a large room where the feaselgbrated; which room hath a half-pace at theeuppd. Against
the wall, in the middle of the half-pace, is a cldaced for him, with a table and carpet befor©iter the chair is a
state, made round or oval and it is of ivy; anseynewhat whiter than ours, like the leaf of a siasp, but more
shining; for it is green all winter. And the stéecuriously wrought with silver and silk of diveeslors, broiding or
binding in the ivy; and is ever of the work of soofeahe daughters of the family, and veiled ovethattop, with a
fine net of silk and silver. But the substancetads true ivy; whereof after it is taken down, fhiends of the family
are desirous to have some leaf or sprig to keep tiféan cometh forth with all his generation oekge, the males
before him, and the females following him; anchiéte be a mother, from whose body the whole linésage
descended, there is a traverse placed in a lofteabo the right hand of the chair, with a privy damnd a carved
window of glass, leaded with gold and blue; whére sitteth, but is not seen.

When the tirsan is come forth, he sitteth dowrhan¢hair; and all the lineage place themselvesagtie wall,
both at his back, and upon the return of the hatfepin order of their years) without differencesek, and stand
upon their feet. When he is set, the room beinggbaull of company, but well kept and without dider, after
some pause there cometh in from the lower endeofdbm a taratan (which is as much as a herald)pareither
side of him two young lads: whereof one carrieitill of their shining yellow parchment, and thker a cluster
of grapes of gold, with a long foot or stalk. Therddd and children are clothed with mantles of waser-green
satin; but the herald's mantle is streamed witll gahd hath a train. Then the herald with threatesies, or rather
inclinations, cometh up as far as the half-pacd,thare first taketh into his hand the scroll. T$isoll is the King's
charter, containing gift of revenue, and many jpeiyes, exemptions, and points of honor, grantetedather of the
family; and it is ever styled and directed, "Tolsan one, our well-beloved friend and creditor,'Ichhis a title
proper only to this case. For they say, the Kindegbtor to no man, but for propagation of his sciisjethe seal set
to the King's charter is the King's image, embossadoulded in gold; and though such charters Ipedxed of
course, and as of right, yet they are varied bgrdigon, according to the number and dignity of fdmaily. This
charter the herald readeth aloud; and while ie&r the father, or tirsan, standeth up, suppdayddio of his sons,
such as he chooseth.

Then the herald mounteth the half-pace, and delitaghe charter into his hand: and with that then
acclamation, by all that are present, in their tsge, which is thus much, "Happy are the peopResfsalem.”
Then the herald taketh into his hand from the othdd the cluster of grapes, which is of gold;tbtte stalk, and
the grapes. But the grapes are daintily enamedled:if the males of the family be the greater numtiee grapes
are enamelled purple, with a little sun set onttife if the females, then they are enamelled ingoenish yellow,
with a crescent on the top. The grapes are in nuageany as there are descendants of the fantilg.gblden
cluster the herald delivereth also to the tirsalng wresently delivereth it over to that son thahhd formerly
chosen, to be in house with him: who beareth ibteehis father, as an ensign of honor, when hehgogtublic
ever after; and is thereupon called the Son o¥ihe. After this ceremony ended the father, omiwsretireth, and
after some time cometh forth again to dinner, winersitteth alone under the state, as before; and of his
descendants sit with him, of what degree or digsityver, except he hap to be of Saloman's Houesés served
only by his own children, such as are male; whdqguar unto him all service of the table upon theérend the
women only stand about him, leaning against theé. Wak room below his half-pace hath tables orsites for the
guests that are bidden; who are served with grehtamely order; and toward the end of dinner (Whicthe
greatest feasts with them lasteth never above andm a half) there is a hymn sung, varied acogrth the



invention of him that composeth it (for they hawealent poesy), but the subject of it is always finaises of
Adam, and Noah, and Abraham; whereof the formergeapled the world, and the last was the fathé¢hef
faithful: concluding ever with a thanksgiving fdret nativity of our Saviour, in whose birth the bgtof all are only
blessed.

Dinner being done, the tirsan retireth again; aandrg withdrawn himself alone into a place, whesentaketh
some private prayers, he cometh forth the thire fita give the blessing; with all his descendantsy stand about
him as at the first. Then he calleth them forttobg and by one, by name as he pleaseth, thougtnseéte: order of
age be inverted. The person that is called (thie tading before removed) kneeleth down before haércand the
father layeth his hand upon his head, or her headl giveth the blessing in these words: "Son ofsBem (or
daughter of Bensalem), thy father saith it; the tmamvhom thou hast breath and life speaketh thelwtbe
blessing of the everlasting Father, the Princeeafde, and the Holy Dove be upon thee, and makeatyeof thy
pilgrimage good and many." This he saith to evéthem; and that done, if there be any of his sufresminent
merit and virtue, so they be not above two, hestiafor them again, and saith, laying his arm dkeir shoulders,
they standing: "Sons, it is well you are born, gied the praise, and persevere to the end;" ardiwdtlivereth to
either of them a jewel, made in the figure of anafavheat, which they ever after wear in the frofitheir turban,
or hat; this done, they fall to music and danced,@her recreations, after their manner, for 8w of the day. This
is the full order of that feast.

By that time six or seven days were spent, | whsrfanto straight acquaintance with a mercharthat city, whose
name was Joabin. He was a Jew and circumcisethdgrhave some few stirps of Jews yet remainingrantloem,
whom they leave to their own religion. Which thegynmhe better do, because they are of a far diffedisposition
from the Jews in other parts. For whereas theythat@ame of Christ, and have a secret inbred raagainst the
people among whom they live; these, contrariwises gnto our Saviour many high attributes, and Itheenation
of Bensalem extremely. Surely this man of whomdadpwould ever acknowledge that Christ was bora \éirgin;
and that he was more than a man; and he woulddellGod made him ruler of the seraphim, which gursd
throne; and they call him also the Milken Way, &mel Eliah of the Messiah, and many other high nambich
though they be inferior to his divine majesty, trety are far from the language of other Jews. AmdtHe country
of Bensalem, this man would make no end of commmenitj being desirous by tradition among the Jdwse to
have it believed that the people thereof were efgbnerations of Abraham, by another son, whom ¢h#ty
Nachoran; and that Moses by a secret cabala odifiedaws of Bensalem which they now use; andwiman the
Messias should come, and sit in his throne at lHeam, the King of Bensalem should sit at his febgreas other
kings should keep a great distance. But yet settiide these Jewish dreams, the man was a wisamddearned,
and of great policy, and excellently seen in thesland customs of that nation.

Among other discourses one day | told him, | wasimaffected with the relation | had from some & dompany
of their custom in holding the feast of the family; that, methought, | had never heard of a solgmvherein
nature did so much preside. And because propagatifamilies proceedeth from the nuptial copulatibdesired to
know of him what laws and customs they had conogrmarriage, and whether they kept marriage wed, a
whether they were tied to one wife? For that whmrgulation is so much affected, and such as wigmth seemed
to be, there is commonly permission of pluralityng¥es. To this he said:

"You have reason for to commend that excellenttintgtn of the feast of the family; and indeed vaé
experience, that those families that are partaddtize blessings of that feast, do flourish andspes ever after, in
an extraordinary manner. But hear me now, andlltalilyou what | know. You shall understand thare is not
under the heavens so chaste a nation as this aBBan, nor so free from all pollution or foulnel$ss the virgin of
the world; | remember, | have read in one of yourdpean books, of a holy hermit among you, thaireédo see
the spirit of fornication, and there appeared to hilittle foul ugly Ethiope; but if he had desirtedsee the spirit of
chastity of Bensalem, it would have appeared toihithe likeness of a fair beautiful cherub. Farthis nothing,
among mortal men, more fair and admirable tharchzste minds of this people.

"Know, therefore, that with them there are no stewsdissolute houses, no courtesans, nor anytfititat kind.
Nay, they wonder, with detestation, at you in Egsophich permit such things. They say ye have autiage out
of office; for marriage is ordained a remedy fotawful concupiscence; and natural concupiscencesteas a
spur to marriage. But when men have at hand a rgmeare agreeable to their corrupt will, marriag@lmost
expulsed. And therefore there are with you sednitafmen that marry not, but choose rather atiberand impure
single life, than to be yoked in marriage; and méray do marry, marry late, when the prime andnsiiie of their
years are past. And when they do marry, what isiage to them but a very bargain; wherein is soadjlgnce, or
portion, or reputation, with some desire (almosiffierent) of issue; and not the faithful nuptiadion of man and
wife, that was first instituted. Neither is it pdse that those that have cast away so basely st wiltheir strength,
should greatly esteem children (being of the sarattar) as chaste men do. So likewise during magrisghe case



much amended, as it ought to be if those thinge waerated only for necessity; no, but they renséilhas a very
affront to marriage.

"The haunting of those dissolute places, or rasocburtesans, are no more punished in marriedthamin
bachelors. And the depraved custom of change,lendelight in meretricious embracements (wheréssinrned
into art), maketh marriage a dull thing, and a kifidmposition or tax. They hear you defend thésegs, as done
to avoid greater evils; as advoutries, deflowenhgirgins, unnatural lust, and the like. But theay this is a
preposterous wisdom; and they call it Lot's offénp to save his guests from abusing, offered higjdgers; nay,
they say further, that there is little gained irstifior that the same vices and appetites dorstifiain and abound,
unlawful lust being like a furnace, that if you gtihe flames altogether it will quench, but if ygive it any vent it
will rage; as for masculine love, they have no toatit; and yet there are not so faithful and olate friendships in
the world again as are there, and to speak geyéaalll said before) | have not read of any suastity in any
people as theirs. And their usual saying is thaiselever is unchaste cannot reverence himself;raydsay that the
reverence of a man's self, is, next religion, thiefest bridle of all vices."

And when he had said this the good Jew pausetlea Vithereupon I, far more willing to hear him spea than to
speak myself; yet thinking it decent that upongdsse of speech | should not be altogether siaid, only this;
that | would say to him, as the widow of Sarepid sa Elias: "that he was come to bring to memauy sins; "and
that | confess the righteousness of Bensalem wesagrthan the righteousness of Europe. At whieleap he
bowed his head, and went on this manner:

"They have also many wise and excellent laws, tmgcmarriage. They allow no polygamy. They haveaimdd
that none do intermarry, or contract, until a mdm¢hpast from their first interview. Marriage witliaonsent of
parents they do not make void, but they mulct thie inheritors; for the children of such marriages not admitted
to inherit above a third part of their parents'aritance. | have read in a book of one of your noéma, feigned
commonwealth, where the married couple are pertitiefore they contract, to see one another nakad.they
dislike; for they think it a scorn to give a refuaéter so familiar knowledge; but because of mhitgen defects in
men and women's bodies, they have a more civil Yaaythey have near every town a couple of poolsi¢ivthey
call Adam and Eve's pools), where it is permitizdnie of the friends of the man, and another ofribads of the
woman, to see them severally bathe naked."

And as we were thus in conference, there camehateséemed to be a messenger, in a rich hukespghle with
the Jew; whereupon he turned to me, and said, Wibbypardon me, for | am commanded away in hasté&é next
morning he came to me again, joyful as it seemed said: "There is word come to the governor ofdityg that
one of the fathers of Salomon's House will be tigieday seven-night; we have seen none of thesrdibien
years. His coming is in state; but the cause aftbiming is secret. | will provide you and youldels of a good
standing to see his entry." | thanked him, and bahd | was most glad of the news.

The day being come he made his entry. He was aofaiddle stature and age, comely of person, aiidaina
aspect as if he pitied men. He was clothed in & aflfine black cloth and wide sleeves, and a chjgeunder-
garment was of excellent white linen down to thet fgirt with a girdle of the same; and a sindonigpet of the
same about his neck. He had gloves that were @yramd set with stone; and shoes of peach-colakety His
neck was bare to the shoulders. His hat was likelmet, or Spanish montero; and his locks curlddvibé
decently; they were of color brown. His heard waisround and of the same color with his hair, solmaighter.
He was carried in a rich chariot, without wheetsei-wise, with two horses at either end, richigpped in blue
velvet embroidered; and two footmen on each sidbarlike attire. The chariot was all of cedart gitd adorned
with crystal; save that the fore end had panelsapphires set in borders of gold, and the hindértlea like of
emeralds of the Peru color. There was also a sgoldf radiant upon the top, in the midst; andtentbp before a
small cherub of gold, with wings displayed. Therattawas covered with cloth-of-gold tissued uponélHe had
before him fifty attendants, young men all, in whsatin loose coats up to the mid-leg, and stoskaigvhite silk;
and shoes of blue velvet; and hats of blue velvith fine plumes of divers colors, set round liketands. Next
before the chariot went two men, bare-headednpamligarments down to the foot, girt, and shoesdux elvet,
who carried the one a crosier, the other a passtaffllike a sheep-hook; neither of them of mdtal, the crosier of
balm-wood, the pastoral staff of cedar. Horsemehattenone, neither before nor behind his char®it seemeth,
to avoid all tumult and trouble. Behind his charint all the officers and principals of the comiparof the city.
He sat alone, upon cushions, of a kind of excelpdugh, blue; and under his foot curious carpetslkfof divers
colors, like the Persian, but far finer. He heldnipbare hand, as he went, as blessing the pdmgl&) silence. The
street was wonderfully well kept; so that there wager any army had their men stand in betteresattlay than the
people stood. The windows likewise were not crowdbed everyone stood in them, as if they had bédscep.
When the show was passed, the Jew said to mealllrgit be able to attend you as | would, in regsfrdome
charge the city hath laid upon me for the enteingiof this great person." Three days after the dame to me



again, and said: "Ye are happy men; for the fadf&alomon's House taketh knowledge of your beerg hand
commanded me to tell you that he will admit all yoampany to his presence, and have private camferaith
one of you, that ye shall choose; and for this lagiointed the next day after to-morrow. And beeshes meaneth
to give you his blessing, he hath appointed ihmforenoon.” We came at our day and hour, andslaliasen by
my fellows for the private access. We found hinaifair chamber, richly hanged, and carpeted urat#r fvithout
any degrees to the state; he was set upon a lawahichly adorned, and a rich cloth of state duethead of blue
satin embroidered. He was alone, save that heviag@ages of honor, on either hand one, finelyedtin white.
His under-garments were the like that we saw himnirethe chariot; but instead of his gown, he badhim a
mantle with a cape, of the same fine black, fastetwut him. When we came in, as we were taughhomesd low
at our first entrance; and when we were come nisashair, he stood up, holding forth his hand uagth and in
posture of blessing; and we every one of us stodpeah and kissed the end of his tippet. That ddrerest
departed, and | remained. Then he warned the gaghsf the room, and caused me to sit down besiae and
spake to me thus in the Spanish tongue:

"God bless thee, my son; | will give thee the geeajewel | have. For | will impart unto thee, tbe love of God
and men, a relation of the true state of Salomidalsse. Son, to make you know the true state ofrSaiés House, |
will keep this order. First, | will set forth unimu the end of our foundation. Secondly, the praams and
instruments we have for our works. Thirdly, theesal employments and functions whereto our fellaves
assigned. And fourthly, the ordinances and riteElwive observe.

"The end of our foundation is the knowledge of emsnd secret motions of things; and the enlargjfitige
bounds of human empire, to the effecting of alhdisi possible.

"The preparations and instruments are these: We laage and deep caves of several depths; the stesmgesunk
600 fathoms; and some of them are digged and madier great hills and mountains; so that if you oectogether
the depth of the hill and the depth of the caveytiare, some of them, above three miles deep. Edind that the
depth of a hill and the depth of a cave from thé dire the same thing; both remote alike from threasd heaven's
beams, and from the open air. These caves wehedlbtver region. And we use them for all coagulatio
indurations, refrigerations, and conservationsagfies. We use them likewise for the imitation ofunal mines and
the producing also of new artificial metals, by gmsitions and materials which we use and lay tf@renany
years. We use them also sometimes (which may seange) for curing of some diseases, and for pgdton of
life, in some hermits that choose to live therel] aecommodated of all things necessary, and indigedrery long;
by whom also we learn many things.

"We have burials in several earths, where we prgrdicements, as the Chinese do their porcelainvBunave
them in greater variety, and some of them more fitle also have great variety of composts and Joilthe
making of the earth fruitful.

"We have high towers, the highest about half a mileeight, and some of them likewise set upon igluntains,
so that the vantage of the hill with the towemighie highest of them three miles at least. Anddhsaces we call
the upper region, account the air between the pligtes and the low as a middle region.

"We have great lakes, both salt and fresh, wheseadfiave use for the fish and fowl. We use them falsburials of
some natural bodies, for we find a difference ingh buried in earth, or in air below the earthd #rings buried in
water. We have also pools, of which some do sfragh water out of salt, and others by art do fresh water into
salt. We have also some rocks in the midst of & and some bays upon the shore for some worleseimhare
required the air and vapor of the sea. We havevige violent streams and cataracts, which senferumany
motions; and likewise engines for multiplying anmdagcing of winds to set also on divers motions.

"We have also a number of artificial wells and ftains, made in imitation of the natural sources laaiths, as
tincted upon vitriol, sulphur, steel, brass, leaitte, and other minerals; and again, we have lhitills for infusions
of many things, where the waters take the virtuelgu and better than in vessels or basins. Andrantioem we
have a water, which we call water of paradise, dpbinthat we do it made very sovereign for heattth a
prolongation of life.

"We have also great and spacious houses, whermitegd and demonstrate meteors -- as snow, hail,same
artificial rains of bodies and not of water, thurgjdightnings; also generations of bodies in aas frogs, flies, and
divers others.

"We have also certain chambers, which we call cleambf health, where we qualify the air as we tlgokd and
proper for the cure of divers diseases and preservaf health.

"We have also fair and large baths, of severaluned, for the cure of diseases, and the restofingao's body
from arefaction; and others for the confirmingtahistrength of sinews, vital parts, and the vjeige and
substance of the body.



"We have also large and various orchards and gayaérerein we do not so much respect beauty astyanf
ground and soil, proper for divers trees and hexbd,some very spacious, where trees and bergesegrwhereof
we make divers kinds of drinks, beside the vineyaha these we practise likewise all conclusiongrafting, and
inoculating, as well of wild-trees as fruit-treeghich produceth many effects. And we make by arthe same
orchards and gardens, trees and flowers, to contierea later than their seasons, and to comenapleear more
speedily than by their natural course they do. Ve&arthem also by art greater much than their natune their
fruit greater and sweeter, and of differing tasteell, color, and figure, from their nature. Andmpaf them we so
order as that they become of medicinal use.

"We have also means to make divers plants riseifturas of earths without seeds, and likewise t&erdivers
new plants, differing from the vulgar, and to make tree or plant turn into another.

"We have also parks, and enclosures of all sofiseasts and birds; which we use not only for viewareness, but
likewise for dissections and trials, that therelgyrtake light what may be wrought upon the bodgnah. Wherein
we find many strange effects: as continuing lif¢hiem, though divers parts, which you account viialperished
and taken forth; resuscitating of some that seeswl deappearance, and the like. We try also aliqqms, and other
medicines upon them, as well of chirurgery as phyBy art likewise we make them greater or smahan their
kind is, and contrariwise dwarf them and stay tigeawth; we make them more fruitful and bearingntttzeir kind
is, and contrariwise barren and not generativeo Ale make them differ in color, shape, activity,mavays. We
find means to make commixtures and copulationswafrd kinds, which have produced many new kindd,them
not barren, as the general opinion is. We makenabeu of kinds of serpents, worms, flies, fisheputfrefaction,
whereof some are advanced (in effect) to be pecfeettures, like beasts or birds, and have serdsj@ propagate.
Neither do we this by chance, but we know befordhafrwhat matter and commixture, what kind of thossatures
will arise.

"We have also particular pools where we make tralsn fishes, as we have said before of beastbiatisl

"We have also places for breed and generationosktikinds of worms and flies which are of specsal; such as
are with you your silkworms and bees.

"I will not hold you long with recounting of our éw-houses, bake-houses, and kitchens, where are dinaets
drinks, breads, and meats, rare and of speciattsffé/ines we have of grapes, and drinks of othieej of fruits, of
grains, and of roots, and of mixtures with honexgas, manna, and fruits dried and decocted; alsbeofears or
wounding of trees and of the pulp of canes. Andéhdrinks are of several ages, some to the ageof forty
years. We have drinks also brewed with severalshand roots and spices; yea, with several flesheshite
meats; whereof some of the drinks are such asatesin effect meat and drink both, so that divespecially in
age, do desire to live with them with little or meat or bread. And above all we strive to havekdriof extreme
thin parts, to insinuate into the body, and yetwiitt all biting, sharpness, or fretting; insomustsame of them put
upon the back of your hand, will with a little stpgss through to the palm, and yet taste mildeéatbuth. We have
also waters, which we ripen in that fashion, ay thecome nourishing, so that they are indeed estwadlrinks, and
many will use no other. Bread we have of severaihg: roots, and kernels; yea, and some of flesthfiah, dried;
with divers kinds of leavings and seasonings; sbsbme do extremely move appetites, some do Hosoigs
divers do live of them, without any other meat, viie very long. So for meats, we have some of tserbeaten,
and made tender, and mortified, yet without alfgpting, as a weak heat of the stomach will tuemtinto good
chilus, as well as a strong heat would meat otleErprepared. We have some meats also and breadriakesl
which, taken by men, enable them to fast long afted some other, that used make the very flesheofs bodies
sensibly more hard and tough, and their strengtgrizater than otherwise it would be.

"We have dispensatories or shops of medicines;@ithgou may easily think, if we have such varietplants, and
living creatures, more than you have in Europe \{ferknow what you have), the simples, drugs, agceisients of
medicines, must likewise be in so much the greagety. We have them likewise of divers ages, lang
fermentations. And for their preparations, we hagtonly all manner of exquisite distillations, aseparations, and
especially by gentle heats, and percolations thraligers strainers, yea, and substances; but aést torms of
composition, whereby they incorporate almost ag tere natural simples.

"We have also divers mechanical arts, which yolehsot; and stuffs made by them, as papers, links, fissues,
dainty works of feathers of wonderful lustre, e}@ef dyes, and many others, and shops likewiseefiday such as
are not brought into vulgar use among us, as fusetlihat are. For you must know, that of the thimgfere recited,
many of them are grown into use throughout the dimg, but yet, if they did flow from our inventiowe have of
them also for patterns and principals.

"We have also furnaces of great diversities, aatikbhep great diversity of heats; fierce and gutigng and
constant, soft and mild, blown, quiet, dry, mogstd the like. But above all we have heats, in itigitaof the sun's
and heavenly bodies' heats, that pass divers ilisgsiagand as it were orbs, progresses, and retutrereby we



produce admirable effects. Besides, we have héalisngs, and of bellies and maws of living creasuard of their
bloods and bodies, and of hays and herbs laid ugthad lime unquenched, and such like. Instrumatgs which
generate heat only by motion. And farther, placesfrong insulations; and, again, places undeed#nth, which by
nature or art yield heat. These divers heats wasiske nature of the operation which we intendireth.

"We have also perspective houses, where we makergstrations of all lights and radiations and ofcallors; and
out of things uncolored and transparent we caresgmt unto you all several colors, not in rainbaassit is in gems
and prisms, but of themselves single. We repreasatall multiplications of light, which we carry great distance,
and make so sharp as to discern small points aad.liAlso all colorations of light: all delusionsdadeceits of the
sight, in figures, magnitudes, motions, colorsgalinonstrations of shadows. We find also diversmaeget
unknown to you, of producing of light, originallyoin divers bodies. We procure means of seeing tsbgdar off,
as in the heaven and remote places; and représegs ihear as afar off, and things afar off as;neaking feigned
distances. We have also helps for the sight favelspectacles and glasses in use; we have alseglaad means
to see small and minute bodies, perfectly andrailyi; as the shapes and colors of small flies\aodns, grains,
and flaws in gems which cannot otherwise be sdeserwations in urine and blood not otherwise tedmn. We
make artificial rainbows, halos, and circles abigitt. We represent also all manner of reflectios;actions, and
multiplications of visual beams of objects.

"We have also precious stones, of all kinds, mdrjiem of great beauty and to you unknown, crydikéswise,
and glasses of divers kind; and among them someetdls vitrificated, and other materials, besitesé of which
you make glass. Also a number of fossils and ingménfinerals, which you have not. Likewise loadstaf
prodigious virtue, and other rare stones, bothrahtaind artificial.

"We have also sound-houses, where we practise emdrbktrate all sounds and their generation. We haraony
which you have not, of quarter-sounds and lesgesbf sounds. Divers instruments of music likewis you
unknown, some sweeter than any you have; with beltsrings that are dainty and sweet. We represeali
sounds as great and deep, likewise great sounesuate and sharp; we make divers tremblings andliwgs of
sounds, which in their original are entire. We esgnt and imitate all articulate sounds and lettard the voices
and notes of beasts and birds. We have certais mdich, set to the ear, do further the hearingttypwe have
also divers strange and artificial echoes, refhgcthe voice many times, and, as it were, tosdjrand some that
give back the voice louder than it came, somelehdind some deeper; yea, some rendering the \diféering in
the letters or articulate sound from that they ineeéNe have all means to convey sounds in trunkispapes, in
strange lines and distances.

"We have also perfume-houses, wherewith we joio ptactices of taste. We multiply smells which nsagm
strange: we imitate smells, making all smells teabie out of other mixtures than those that gieenthVe make
divers imitations of taste likewise, so that theill deceive any man's taste. And in this house am@ain also a
confiture-house, where we make all sweatmeatsaddymoist, and divers pleasant wines, milks, brathd salads,
far in greater variety than you have.

"We have also engine-houses, where are preparédgesrgnd instruments for all sorts of motions. €hee imitate
and practise to make swifter motions than any yaeheither out of your muskets or any engine ybathave; and
to make them and multiply them more easily and witfall force, by wheels and other means, and tcertizm
stronger and more violent than yours are, exceeybing greatest cannons and basilisks. We represembrdnance
and instruments of war and engines of all kinds; ldewise new mixtures and compositions of gunperyevild-
fires burning in water and unquenchable, alsoviceks of all variety, both for pleasure and use. Wiate also
flights of birds; we have some degrees of flyingha air. We have ships and boats for going undeemand
brooking of seas, also swimming-girdles and sugpsriWe have divers curious clocks and other likéians of
return, and some perpetual motions. We imitate mistions of living creatures by images of men, kedsrds,
fishes, and serpents; we have also a great nunfiloéner various motions, strange for equality, fiess, and
subtilty.

"We have also a mathematical-house, where aregepted all instruments, as well of geometry a®astny,
exquisitely made.

"We have also houses of deceits of the sensesewtrepresent all manner of feats of jugglingsdapparitions,
impostures and illusions, and their fallacies. Andely you will easily believe that we, that hawensany things
truly natural which induce admiration, could in and of particulars deceive the senses if we walidgjuise those
things, and labor to make them more miraculous.vi&uto hate all impostures and lies, insomuch akave
severely forbidden it to all our fellows, undermpaif ignominy and fines, that they do not show aatural work or
thing adorned or swelling, but only pure as itisd without all affectation of strangeness.

"These are, my son, the riches of Salomon's House.



"For the several employments and offices of olo¥es, we have twelve that sail into foreign cowrdrunder the
names of other nations (for our own we conceall Wing us the books and abstracts, and patterespariments
of all other parts. These we call merchants oftligh

"We have three that collect the experiments whiehimall books. These we call depredators.

"We have three that collect the experiments ofrethanical arts, and also of liberal sciences adswl of practices
which are not brought into arts. These we call enystnen.

"We have three that try new experiments, suchanselves think good. These we call pioneers ornsine

"We have three that draw the experiments of thenéorfour into titles and tables, to give the bélitgnt for the
drawing of observations and axioms out of them.s€hge call compilers. We have three that bend thkms,
looking into the experiments of their fellows, azast about how to draw out of them things of uskactice for
man's life and knowledge, as well for works aspii@in demonstration of causes, means of naturaations, and
the easy and clear discovery of the virtues ants pdibodies. These we call dowry-men or benefactor

"Then after divers meetings and consults of ourle/inomber, to consider of the former labors antectibns, we
have three that take care out of them to direct egveriments, of a higher light, more penetratintg nature than
the former. These we call lamps.

"We have three others that do execute the expetingendirected, and report them. These we calliiabars.
"Lastly, we have three that raise the former disc®s by experiments into greater observationgmasj and
aphorisms. These we call interpreters of nature.

"We have also, as you must think, novices and agpiges, that the succession of the former emplaoyed do not
fail; besides a great number of servants and atgsdmen and women. And this we do also: we have
consultations, which of the inventions and expex@snwhich we have discovered shall be publishediwdrich not;
and take all an oath of secrecy for the concealfrthose which we think fit to keep secret; thosgme of those
we do reveal sometime to the State, and some not.

"For our ordinances and rites we have two very lang fair galleries. In one of these we place pasgtand samples
of all manner of the more rare and excellent iniegst in the other we place the statues of allgypial inventors.
There we have the statue of your Columbus, thabdered the West Indies, also the inventor of shipar monk
that was the inventor of ordnance and of gunpowttierinventor of music, the inventor of letters thventor of
printing, the inventor of observations of astronomimeg inventor of works in metal, the inventor ¢dgg, the
inventor of silk of the worm, the inventor of wirthe inventor of corn and bread, the inventor gfesg; and all
these by more certain tradition than you have. ™erave divers inventors of our own, of excellwntks; which,
since you have not seen) it were too long to maseriptions of them; and besides, in the right ustdeding of
those descriptions you might easily err. For upeerginvention of value we erect a statue to thweirtor, and give
him a liberal and honorable reward. These stattees@ne of brass, some of marble and touchstonee sb cedar
and other special woods gilt and adorned; sommaof some of silver, some of gold.

"We have certain hymns and services, which we sdly,df laud and thanks to God for His marvellousrks. And
forms of prayers, imploring His aid and blessingtfee illumination of our labors; and turning thémo good and
holy uses.

"Lastly, we have circuits or visits, of divers mripal cities of the kingdom; where as it cometip&ss we do
publish such new profitable inventions as we thlgokd. And we do also declare natural divinationdiséases,
plagues, swarms of hurtful creatures, scarcityptest) earthquakes, great inundations, comets, tatope of the
year, and divers other things; and we give coutimegkeupon, what the people shall do for the preserand
remedy of them."

And when he had said this he stood up, and | hasl Ibeen taught, knelt down; and he laid his rgimd upon my
head, and said: "God bless thee, my son, and Gsa khis relation which | have made. | give thewédeto publish
it, for the good of other nations; for we here iar&od's bosom, a land unknown." And so he left haa/ing
assigned a value of about 2,000 ducats for a bdomntye and my fellows. For they give great largesadere they
come, upon all occasions.[THE REST WAS NOT PERFEQTE

Novalis

There is an interesting allegorical tale with didiralchemical undertones in the German romanticaNovalis'
novelHeinrich von Ofterdingemvhich has some parallels with GoetHegsry tale of the Green Snake and the
Beuatiful Lily.

Back to allegories



The long night had just commenced.

The aged Hero struck his shield so that it souridednd wide through the empty city streets. Thirees he did the
same, signalling: at which the lofty stained glassdows of the palace began to brighten from withind the
figures on them moved.

Their movements quickened as the fiery light grewstrength and spread onto the streets. The gitizais @nd
walls were also illumined gradually, standing forhthe last, in the purest milk-blue shimmer shodugh with
subtle colours.

The whole region was now visible, and the reflattd the figures... the melee of lances and swatiglds and
helmets, bowing down on every side to the crownglwhppeared here and there, and which in turdlfina
withdrew and retreated before a simple green wreéatftorm a wide circle around it... all this wagmored in the
frozen sea encircling the mountain on which the sibod.

The distant chain of mountains that enclosed theases also bathed to its roots in the soft glowthivig could be
discerned clearly, but a strange noise echoed ghrthe peaks as if from a far off mighty forge.

The city, by contrast, appeared bright and clebhe gorgeous rays reflected from its smooth gldesyialls and
discovered the laudable symmetry and noble dedigii the buildings and their pleasant allocatiBet before each
window stood a fine earthenware vase filled withslsbms of snow and ice which glittered enchantingly
Prominent above all else in splendour was the geirdéhe great square before the palace; a gardemght with
metal trees and crystal plants, and scatteredflgitver and fruit of jewel. The diversity and elegarof these
forms, and the richness of light and colour, créabe most sumptuous spectacle; its magnificenoereed by a
lofty fountain frozen to ice at the centre of tlerden. Slowly, the aged Hero passed in front optidace gate. A
voice from within called his name. He pushed agaimes gate, which opened with a gentle ringing shamd
stepped into the hall, holding his shield beforedyes.

"Have you discovered nothing yet?" said the bealuiiughter of Arcturus in an anguished voice. I8geagainst
silken cushions, upon a throne fashioned skilffriiyn one huge sulphur crystal, while her delicatgb, which
seemed as if they blended together the whitenessllofvith the crimson of roses, were massagedabghly by
several maids-in-waiting. A brilliance radiatedrfrdoeneath their hands, and a sweet-smelling breafted
through the hall.

The Hero was silent.

"Let me touch your shield," she said, softly.

He moved towards the throne and stood upon théyamstpet. She took his hand, pressed it tenderher
heavenly breast, and touched his shield. His armang, and a pervasive strength re-vitalised hit/bblis eyes
flashed, and his heart could be heard as it besnstghis breastplate. The beautiful Freya seerapgibr, and the
light streaming from her grew more intense.

"The King approaches!" cried a splendid bird, pettin a recess of the throne. The handmaidens aky-blue
coverlet around the princess, arranging it abovebheast. The Hero lowered his shield and look&dhtd the
dome, from which a broad staircase wound to eatshddi the hall. Soft music preceded the King, wppeared
soon after in the dome and descended with a nureestimue. The splendid bird spread its dazzlinggsij stirred
them gently, and sang to the King as if with a gand voices:

Soon will the noble stranger come, and Time

His endless reign begin: The warmth return!

The Queen will waken from the sway of Dream

When Earth and Sea, enjoined by Love, are one.

Once Fable has her ancient right reclaimed

The cold of Night from all this realm will leave:

In Freya's womb, the World awake enflamed,

And every lover chance upon his love.

The King embraced his daughter tenderly. The spafithe constellations grouped themselves arcumdhtrone,
and the Hero took his place among them. An infimtdtitude of stars filled the hall in decoratiesters. The
maids-in-waiting carried in a table and a caskddihg several cards which bore holy and profounalsgls formed
entirely from patterns of stars. The King kisseel ¢hrds with reverence, shuffled them carefullyl handed a part
of them to his daughter. The rest he withheld fordelf. The princess drew them forth, one aftertlaeio and laid
them on the table. Then the King studied his owd, made his selection with great care before adalivegto those
others. At times he seemed compelled to chooseateard: but often his delight was quite appavamen, by
virtue of some happy circumstance, he was ablerémge the signs and symbols in a beauteous harmony



As play began the spectators showed signs of aideefvement and, as if each one held some invsitBtrument
in his hand, wielding it excitedly, they made th@sgest movements and gesticulations. At the sameg a soft
but soul-stirring music carried on the air; thersig®y product of the stars interweaving wondrouslyhie hall and
the other strange activities. The stars flew byy sowly, now swiftly, in ever-changing patterngdam keeping
with the rhythms of the music, they conformed te tigures on the cards in the most skilful fashibime music, like
the symbols on the table, was in continual flux; ldiespite the frequently exotic and complex trémss, a simple
theme lent it the effect of unity. With astonishigigice the stars flew, echoing the patterns: Nay there all
together in a dense constellation: Now disposdibauteous clusters: Now the long processionalesealtlike a
beam of light, into countless sparks: Now, as tleesned into smaller groups and concentrations,sh @aer-all
design would suddenly emerge.

Throughout this time the figures in the stainedsgl&indows remained still. The bird displayed tliatoof dazzling
feathers with endless invention. Hitherto, the algedo had been busy with his own, unseen work, vaueldenly
the King cried out in joy:

‘All will be well! Iron, cast your sword into the ovld, that it may know where peace is to be fourid& Hero freed
the sword at his side, held it pointing toward $kg, then took and hurled it through the open windoeyond the
city and beyond the sea of ice. It sped throughathkke a comet, and seemed to shatter agaiestitble of
mountains, for it rang distantly and fell in a @litof sparks.

At this same time, the handsome boy Eros sleptgieliin his cradle while Ginnistan, his nursecked him and
gave the breast to his foster-sister Fable. Scatlieaglare of the brightly burning lamp which theiBe had set
before himself might not disturb the baby boy, khd spread her gaily coloured shawl over the crddie Scribe
wrote tirelessly, glancing sourly at the childrarce in a while, and scowling darkly at the nurdge Smiled back
pleasantly and kept silent.

The Father of the children came in and out contipulmoking over to the babes each time, and noegdimiably to
Ginnistan. He always had something to tell thel&cviho, listening with a keen attention, would notgown and
then hand the pages to a noble, almost divine, wonfe reclined against an altar. A dark bow! ofevagtood
there into which she dipped the pages every tilaacing down with a contented smile. If, upon dragvihem out,
she perceived that certain passages held fastame rightly, she would give the page back toSbebe to be
fastened in a large book. Often, should his labpupse fruitless and all be washed away, he woeddrs
disgruntled.

At times, the woman would turn to Ginnistan andc¢hgdren, dip her finger in the bowl, and sprinkkveral
droplets over them. As soon as they touched theentine baby, or the cradle, they dispelled irua bhist which
contained a thousand intriguing visions, alwaysdiag and hovering at hand. If a droplet chancehrittthe Scribe
a cascade of numbers and geometrical figures pdarém ground. Laboriously, he strung them onreatt and
hung them round his neck by way of adornment.

The boy's Mother, the very incarnation of grace emakm, came in frequently. She was invariably barsy always
left with some article of the household furnishinighe suspicious Scribe, who perused her withingr glances,
should chance to remark this, he started on ahgritirangue, to which no-one paid the slighteshéitin. They
were all, it appeared, quite accustomed to histfesis objections.

Once in a while the Mother took little Fable to beeast, but soon she would be called away onde agd
Ginnistan take back the child, who seemed to ptefeuck at the nurse's breast. Suddenly, the Fatbaght in a
slender rod of iron which he had found in the cgard. The Scribe examined it, turning it over ia hands with
great excitement, and soon discovered that if sudgmkby a thread at its point of balance, it pairterth of its
own accord. Ginnistan also took it in her hand tlieshaped it, breathed on it and, in a shorieylashioned it
like a snake surprised in the act of biting its daih The Scribe soon wearied of his investigatioumt recorded the
facts precisely and proposed in great detail tles tisis discovery might yield. How mortified he walsen his
entire script failed to stand the test and the pagerged blank from the bowl.

The nurse went on playing, sometimes touching thdle with the snake. The boy would waken thermwimg
back his covers, and reach with one hand for tite &ind with the other for the serpent. Once ablgrasp it, he
leapt vigorously from the cradle so that Ginnistas startled and the Scribe almost slipped fronstuisl in terror.
Covered only by long golden hair he stood therdnéroom and, delighted beyond words, gazed optilze as it
strained to the North in his hands and shook hinit seemed, to the core of his being.

He grew visibly.

"Sophia," he said to the woman in a touching vditet me drink from the bowl."

She handed it to him on the instant and he drattkowt halt while the bowl seemed to keep itselferizhed.
Finally he returned it and embraced the noble wofaarently. Hugging Ginnistan, he begged of herlitightly
coloured shawl and tied it modestly around his .hifestook up little Fable in his arms. She appe#oddke a great



delight in his company and began to prattle. Gams$ussed about him. She looked exceedingly cheyind
alluring, and drew him to her with the eagernesa bfide. With a whispered word she led him todhamber door,
but Sophia motioned urgently and pointed to thé&snAnd then his Mother entered and he ran to henee with
scalding tears of welcome. The Scribe had left furg.

The Father came in, and when he saw mother anthgbair silent embrace he passed behind them thuer
seductive Ginnistan and caressed her. Sophia diinfigestair. Little Fable took up the Scribe's pad began to
write. Mother and son were deep in whispered caatem, and the Father stole away to a chamber@iithistan,
to restore himself in her arms after the day's uabAt length Sophia returned, and the Scribe edteFhe Father
left the chamber and went back to his work. Giramistame in with flushed cheeks. In a torrent olsalthe Scribe
drove little Fable from the stool, and found thabbk some time to put his effects in order. Hade the leaves
that Fable had written to Sophia, thinking to detinh back quite clean, but flared at once into kigtigeon when
Sophia retrieved the pages from the bowl and leéant before him shining and unscathed. Fable hekkdo her
Mother, who comforted her and then swept out tliemcopened the windows, let in fresh air and beggrepare
an appetising meal.

Through the windows one could contemplate the finésiews, and a clear sky stretching over thehedn the
courtyard the Father worked busily. Whenever tegltlie looked up to the casement where Ginnistan sto
throwing all manner of sweetmeats down to him. Wtegher and son assisted everywhere, making their
preparations for the plan they had conceived. Tdr#& scratched away with his pen, grimacing sotiryer he
needed recourse to Ginnistan, whose memory wagtanal and retained all that had happened.

Presently Eros arrived, clad in superb armour, Withgaily coloured shawl tied round it like a sestd asked for
Sophia's advice concerning how and when he shouolihek upon his journey. The Scribe interposed ae@nd
hurriedly offered a detailed itinerary, but his posals were ignored.

"You may start your journey immediately, with Gistan for a companion,” said Sophia. "She is acdeeiwith
the road and well-known everywhere. She will assthieesemblance of your Mother, in order to keep fyom
temptation. If you find the King, think of me anavill come to help you."

Ginnistan and the Mother exchanged forms, thusgivit seemed, great pleasure to the Father. ThikeeSwzas
happy that the pair were leaving, especially asn{stan made him a farewell gift of her pocket-baokvhich the
history of the house was recorded in detail. Ottile|IFable remained as a thorn in his flesh; far $ake of peace
and quiet he could have wished for nothing beltantto number her among those departing. Sophleespo
blessing as they knelt before her and gave theassel filled with water from the bowl to carry dreir journey.
The Mother was extremely anxious. Little Fable widho go as well; but the Father, too involved iolgtshe house,
took little interest in the leave-taking. It wagini, and the moon was overhead, when they lefhein travels.
"Dear Eros," said Ginnistan, "we must hurry to reaty father; it is a long time since he saw me lastl he has
searched for me tirelessly across the face ofahth.eDo you see his pale face lined with griefuivestimony will
make me known to him in this unfamiliar body."

Eros took the paths of night

By the pallid Moon espied:

All'in rarest gem bedight

The realm of Shadow opened wide.

Covered with a mist of blue

Hemmed with a golden seam,

He followed Fancy as she drew

Him over land and stream.

Courage filled the panting breast;

The youthful heart, desire:

Future joy upon him pressed

And fed his growing fire.

Yearning wept, all unaware

That Love came on apace:

Lines of tearfulness and care

Deepened on her face.

The little snake was true and firm

And pointed to the North.

They followed, with no fear of harm,

The guide that led them forth.

Through desert and the clouds' demesne



The cheerless path of Eros ran,

'Til he before the Moon was seen,

Hand in hand with Ginnistan.

The Moon sat on his silver throne,

Torn by grief, and set apart:

But when his daughter's voice was known

He drew her to his heart.

Eros stood by, deeply touched at their affectioeatdraces. The old man, profoundly shaken, finaépllected
himself and welcomed his guest. He seized a gaatdnd blew upon it with all his might, soundingemendous
call throughout the primeval castle. The pointedleis, with their glistening gargoyles and steeghblaofs,
trembled. The castle came to rest; for it had pheser to the mountains beyond the sea. Servamptswfrom
every side. Their strange appearance and attiraatidnnerve brave Eros, and to Ginnistan they wesaurce of
great delight. She greeted her old acquaintanadshey assembled before her with fresh heart, éaatcord with
its nature, exulting.

The boisterous spirit of High Tide followed on derEbb. Ancient Hurricanes lay down on the throlghineasts of
fiery, passionate Earthquakes. Showers of fine Ba#mched for the many-coloured Rainbow who stheckt
paling, away from the Sun which holds a greateaetibn for him. Berating the foolishness of younghtnings,
Thunder growled from behind innumerable Clouds Whiovered in thousand fold charm and urged onidng f
youngsters. The two lovely sisters, Morning and,BEwek especial joy in the arrival of the two wisi& and wept
quietly as they embraced them. Words could not epnilte spectacle of this strange retinue. The iolg #id not
tire of gazing on his daughter. She felt a tenfad@piness in her father's castle, and never weafie@tching the
familiar marvels and rarities. When the king gaee the key to his Treasure House, and granteddrenigsion to
arrange an entertainment for Eros, to divert hitil tie signal was given to retire, her joy wasxpeessible.

The Treasure House was an extensive garden whictariety and wealth, defied description. Amongithposing
weather-trees stood countless fantastical castlaw@some design, each one surpassing the lastywvere there
roamed large flocks of sheep with silver-white,dgal and rose-coloured fleece, and the strangestiices peopled
the grove. Remarkable tableaux stood here and #met¢he attention was caught constantly by fegireeessions
and strange vehicles which appeared everywherefldiver-beds were full of the brightest blossoms] ¢he
buildings piled high with all manner of weaponrijletd with the richest of rugs and tapestries; aimg, drinking
bowls and every type of utensil and tool in an essdlarray. From a height they looked out upon anticcountry
studded with cities and castles, temples and skpmdcAll the charm of inhabited plains offeredragside the
fearful attraction of wastes and towering mountaiffee most beautiful colours were shown in the hegifblends.
The mountain peaks flared like beacons in theisadsnow and ice. The plains rejoiced in freskyesén. The
distance was clothed in every shade of blue, artti@dark face of the sea there fluttered multbuodéd pennants
from innumerable fleets. Here, in the backgrounshipwreck could be seen, and in the foregrounéjpeasants
intent on a rustic meal: There, the sublime eruptiba volcano and the ravages of an earthquakes, Hevers
caressing fondly in the shade of trees. On one siflarsome battle, and below it an arena fillét absurd
masqueraders: In another quarter of the foregroaméhconsolable lover gripping the corpse of atlyan a bier,
with the weeping parents close by: In the distandend mother with a baby at her breast and arsigtilsg at her
feet or gazing down from the branches overhead.

The scenes changed continually and finally tramséat into one vast mystic spectacle. Heaven andh Egate
reduced to Chaos. All horrors had broken loose.ighty voice gave the alarm. Ghastly multitudeslaflstons
with black banners came down like a storm fromdagk mountains and attacked Life which, in youthful
congregations, was involved in joyous festivitytha plain, foreseeing no attack. An awful confusiaged: The
Earth trembled: The storm roared, and the nightlivhy the glare of frightful meteors. With unimagble cruelty
the army of spectres tore the young limbs of thiadj apart. A funeral pyre was erected and, amédntiost fearful
lamentations, the children of Life were consumedHhgyflames. Suddenly, from the heap of black ashilky-blue
stream sprang forth in all directions. The speatnege to flee, but the flood grew visibly and effigdithe hideous
brood. Soon each horror was destroyed. Heaven artd Eommingled in sweet music. A beautiful, wondro
flower gleamed and floated on the gentle waveshiAisg bow arched over the waters, peopled on egite with
god-like beings seated on resplendent throneshédrénith sat Sophia holding the bowl in her hamd] Aeside her,
a forceful man with a wreath of oak-leaves in tag land a palm of peace carried in place of a seepthis right
hand. A lily leaf dipped over the calyx of the flimgy flower and upon it sat little Fable singing tbweetest songs to
the accompaniment of her harp. In the bowl of thevér lay Eros himself, bent over a beautiful, pieg maiden
who held him tightly in her arms. A smaller blossolmsed over them, so that below the waist theyapmgd
transformed into a flower.



The enraptured Eros thanked Ginnistan profuselytoldie her lovingly in his arms, and she returnegidairesses.
Exhausted by the rigours of the journey and thatgrariety of the scenes he had witnessed, he tbftgecomfort
and rest. Ginnistan, who felt warmly attractedhs handsome youth, was careful to make no menfitreavater
Sophia had given him to carry. She led him to #adisbathing place, took off his armour, and ardayerself in a
night-gown in which she looked mysterious and sedeicEros plunged into the stormy waves and enterge
exultant. Ginnistan dried him and rubbed his striiméys which were taut with youthful freshnessthe heat of
desire he recalled his beloved and, in sweet deusimbraced the alluring Ginnistan. Without furttr@ught he
succumbed to a heedless passion and at lasttfadterost voluptuous delights, he fell asleep orelmehanting
breast.

During this time a sad transformation had come ahbhome. The Scribe had enlisted the servaragisngerous
conspiracy. His hostile mind had long sought thpasfunity to take control of the household manag#naed to
relieve himself of his burdens. He had discoveteHiistly his underlings seized the Mother andmutin chains of
iron. The Father was held likewise, kept on breadieater. Little Fable heard the uproar in the ro8hme crept
behind the altar and, discovering a secret dods irear side, managed with great skill to opeand find a stairway
leading down inside. She pulled the door closednaeher and climbed down the steps in darkness.Snibe
burst violently into the chamber to revenge himselfittle Fable and to take Sophia captive. Neithas to be
found. The bowl was also missing. In his fury hatstred the altar in a thousand pieces without,evew
remarking the secret stairway.

Little Fable descended for quite some time. Fingllg emerged into an open courtyard enclosed bgj@stic
colonnade and shut off by a huge gate. Everythiag @ark here. The air was like a monstrous shaBtagk rays
beamed from a body in the sky. All the forms wdeady distinguishable, since each object preseatdifferent
shade of black and cast a faint radiance behirgkdimed that light and shade had reversed thes hare. Fable
was delighted to be in this novel world. She exadiaverything with childlike curiosity. At last shame to the
gate before which, on a massy pedestal, there teaatiful Sphinx.

"What is it you seek?" said the Sphinx.

"My own inheritance," replied Fable.

"Where do you come from?"

"From ancient times."

"You are still a child.”

"And shall stay a child forever."

"Who will stand by you?"

"l stand alone. Where are the Sisters?" asked Fable

"Everywhere and nowhere," answered the Sphinx.

"Do you know me?"

"Not yet."

"Where is Love?"

"In the imagination."

"And Sophia?"

The Sphinx muttered inaudibly to herself and ruastHer wings.

"Sophia and Love!" cried Fable triumphantly, andgea through the gate.

She stepped into an awesome cavern and went cteéofuards the ancient Sisters who plied at tinejysterious
labour by the miserly light of a lamp which gavetifiodarkness. They pretended ignorance of theitlsnsétor,
who moved busily from one to another with sweeteamthents. Finally one of them, eyeing her asqamiked in
a harsh voice:

"What do you want here, you n'er-do-well? Who i{gis in? Your childish prancing disturbs this stefldyne and
the oil is used up to no purpose. Can you not htedeand find some work?"

"Dear kinswoman," said Fable, " It matters litibenbe if || am idle. | really had to laugh at yowodkeeper. She
would have like to hug me to her breast, but shetrave eaten too much: She was unable to stahthé sit
beyond the door and give me something to spinnhotsee very well here and, what is more, | neadd to sing
and chatter, and that might disturb you in youfguad meditations."”

"You shall not go outside, but, in the side roonayof light from the upper world breaks througbrack in the
rocks. You may spin there if you have skill enoughere are great heaps of scraps and oddmentsTiveigt.them
together. But be wary; if you are lackadaisicalif ¢éhe thread snaps, then the twine will bind ymd strangle you.'
The old woman chuckled maliciously and continueddpénning. Fable gathered an armful of threadsk ebdistaff
and spindle, and skipped singing into the side rd8he looked through the crevice and saw the cliaiste of
Phoenix. Pleased with this good omen she begapingesy/fully and, with the door left ajar, sangarguiet voice:



Children of the past,

Within your cells awake:

Leave the beds of rest,

For soon the dawn will break.

| weave your threads of life

Into one web alone!

Farewell, the years of strife:

Your being shall be one!

Each in the other dwell

And, in the one, live all:

One heart within you swell:

One breath arise and fall.

Sorcery and Dream

And things of Spirit yet,

Into the cavern stream:

The holy Sisters fret!

The spindle whirled with unbelievable proficienagtiween her little feet while she twisted the slertieead with
both hands. As she sang, numerous tiny flames aggbatipping through the opening in the door andrsming
through the cavern in the semblance of hideoustisgsed he old crones meanwhile, had kept on wigr t5pinning
in a bad temper, waiting for the abject cries tieliFable; how terrified they were when, withowiming, a
monstrous nose peered over their shoulders andop&img around, they saw the entire cavern fillathwrotesque
beings bent on every kind of mischief. The Sistéugag to each other, wailing in fearful chorus, amslld have
turned to stone from sheer fright had not the ®ceibtered the cavern at this moment bearing a rakadoot. The
tiny flames withdrew into the cleft in the rock atbcause the black lamp had been overturned icothiision and
extinguished, the cavern itself became bright. dldehags were pleased when they heard the Scrim@aghing,
but filled with hatred for little Fable. They callder forth, snarled fiercely at her, and forbadeth spin anymore.
The Scribe sneered complacently because he ththagtittle Fable was now in his power and he said:

"It is fortunate that you are here and can be utdrk. | hope that there will be no lack of pumgnts. Your good
genius guided you here. | wish you long life aneagrsatisfaction.”

"l thank you for your good wishes," said Fable.s#ems apparent that the day is yours. All youiredsian
hourglass and scythe to look just like the brotifany kinswomen here. If you should ever have rafegbose-
quills, just pluck a handful of that soft down frgrour cheeks."

The Scribe seemed on the point of attacking hershe smiled and said:

"If you value that fine heads of hair and your btigyes, be careful and consider my nails; you Hitileelse to
lose."

Suppressing his rage he turned to the Sisters vene wiping their eyes and groping for their disafbr, since the
lamp had been extinguished, they could find notleind so heaped insults on Fable.

"Give her leave to catch Tarantulas for the prejmaraof your oil," he said cunningly. "I am happytell you, by
way of consolation, that Eros flies about ceasélemsd will keep your shears in good use. His Matkdo so
often forced you to spin the threads longer, vaill & prey to the flames tomorrow."

When he saw that Fable shed a few tears at this,featickled himself to induce laughter and, hagdiart of the
root to the old crones, he walked away with hiseniogthe air. With angry voices the Sisters orddtable to search
out Tarantulas, albeit they kept a store of oi ahe hurried away. She pretended to open thebgatenstead,
slammed it shut noisily and slipped silently to Haek of the cavern where a ladder hung down. Simbed it
rapidly and soon reached a trapdoor which opendti@nhamber of Arcturus.

The King sat surrounded by his counsellors whereFappeared. The Northern Crown graced his heatis|teft
hand he held the Lily, in his right hand the Scalédge Eagle and the Lion sat at his feet.

"Monarch," said Fable, as she bowed to him respkgtf'Hail to your well-founded throne! Glad nevigr your
suffering heart! A speedy return of Wisdom! An etdrawakening to peace! Rest to restless love!sfiguration
of the heart! Long life to antiquity and form taduty!"

The King touched her with the Lily on her guileléssw.

"Whatever you ask will be granted you."

"I will ask three times. When the fourth time comeasve will be at the door. Now, give me the Lyre."
"Eridanus! Bring it here!” cried the King.

Eridanus streamed from the ceiling with a rushiognel, and Fable drew the Lyre from his sparklingensa



Several times Fable sounded the Lyre propheticahg. King ordered a goblet to be passed to herd&mk a little
from it and then, with many expressions of thamlestened away. She glided across the sea of hrsaumiful
curves and sweeps, invoking a joyous music fronsttiegs. Beneath her feet the ice gave forth tbetrglorious
sounds. The Rock of Grief took them for the voigEhis returning children searching out their wag answered
with a thousand-fold echo.

Fable soon arrived at the shore. She met with leehen, who looked haggard and wan, and had becoimeand
solemn, revealing in her noble features trace®péless sorrow and touching faith.

"What has happened to you, dear mother?" said Fatdel appear to have changed completely. But fgr m
intuition | would not have recognised you. | hagh&éd to refresh myself once again at your bredsivé pined a
long time for you."

"l thought from the first," she said, "that the iBerwould not catch you. The sight of you restones My
circumstances are wretched and poor enough buatllston find consolation. Perhaps a moment ofwikfall to
me. Eros is close by: If he sees you and you dishian with idle conversation perhaps he will staya while. In
the meantime, you may come to my breast. | wilegreu what | have."

She took the little one upon her lap, gave hebtieast and, as she smiled down on the child ergdyan
refreshment, continued:

"It is | who am to blame for the wildness and instamcy of Eros. Yet | cannot regret it, for the tathat | spent in
his arms have made me immortal. | thought | wouddt mway beneath his fiery caresses. Like a gaslfiigand it
seemed as if he wished to destroy me cruelly amduimph proudly over his quivering prey. We awdée from
our forbidden frenzy in a state of curious transfation. Long silver-white wings covered his palewders and
hid the delicious fullness and curves of his bdldye power which had surged to speed his growth fsognto
youth seemed to have passed into those splendgswéis he had become a boy again. The constantrarfibis
face was transformed into the wayward fire of d-afitthe-wisp, his profound earnestness into antfiguery, his
thoughtful calm into childish whimsicality, his netpoise into clownish restlessness.

"l was drawn irresistibly to this wilful boy by aperful compulsion, and felt keenly his mocking Esiand
indifference to my pitiable entreaties. | saw mpexg change. My carefree contentment disappeaiddare way
to a sad affliction, a sensitive timidity. | wout@ve preferred to conceal myself with Eros frometies of the
world. | did not have the courage to meet his qu@zyaze and felt horribly shamed and humiliatetiought of
nothing but him and would have sacrificed my ldedeliver him from his hurtful ways. Yet | couldlgradore him,
however deeply he might wound my feelings.

"Since the time when he arose and deserted me Meowauchingly | called on him with burning teagsremain, |
have followed him everywhere. He seems fully deteenh to torment me. Hardly do | catch up with hitem
away he flies, maliciously. His bow plants confuseverywhere. Although in need of comfort mysetéh do
nothing but comfort the unhappy ones. The voiceglwbry to me point out his way and their woefuhkentation
when | am forced to leave them cuts me to the h&agd Scribe pursues us in a terrible fury and vérg spite on
the wretched stricken ones.

"The fruit of that strange night was a host of mayistus children who resemble their grandfatherwahd take their
name from him. Winged like their father they accamp him constantly and torment the poor creatutes ave
struck by his arrows.

"But here comes the procession of the happy onesst leave. Farewell, sweet child. His nearnass finy
passion. May you prosper in your undertaking."

Eros swept by without so much as a friendly glaiocesinnistan, who hastened towards him. But haddrto
Fable amiably and his small companions danced hapmund her. Fable was delighted to see her ifdstether
again and sang a merry song to the accomplishnfidrerd_yre. Eros seemed to verge upon reflectiahlanfall
his bow. The little ones fell asleep on the gr&isnistan was able to hold him, and he suffereddwder caresses.
Finally, Eros himself began to sway, nestled inr@&tan's lap, and drifted into slumber, coveringwiih his
wings. The weary Ginnistan was filled with joy amelver took her eyes away from the handsome sleeper.
During the singing, Tarantulas appeared on evelgy, sirawing a glittering net over the blades ofgrand moving
nimbly along their threads in time to the rhythnt.tidis point Fable comforted her mother and prochiser help
soon. The music echoed softly from the cliff: Aldhly for those who slept. Ginnistan sprinkled a tiaplets from
the closely guarded vessel and the sweetest drdesaended on them. Fable took the vial and procdeeadéer
journey. The strings of her Lyre were never stikedl the Tarantulas followed the enchanting soondsastily
spun thread.

Presently she saw the leaping flames of the funmra in the distance, towering above the greeestoiSadly, she
looked up to the sky and was heartened to catahaaf Sophia's blue veil which floated and swdrlever the
earth, covering the vast depths eternally. Thel&ung in the sky, fiery red with anger; but the pdwieflame



sucked at the light and stole it and, however hiaedSun tried to hold its own, it grew paler andentecked. The
conflagration became white and intense as the Sum into its decline. It drew off the light withdreasing power
and soon the glory of the daystar was consumedtaedhained merely as a faint glowing disc whosergv
convulsion of envy and rage hastened the flighhefescaping rays of light. Finally nothing wag t#fthe sun but a
black, burnt-out cinder, which fell into the se&eTflame had become brilliant beyond words. Thefahpyre was
consumed. The flame lifted slowly and moved towahdsNorth.

Fable went into the courtyard, which looked desoldhe house, also, was fallen into ruin. Briaegfrom the
cracks in the window ledges and all manner of versavarmed over the fallen stairways. In the charsherheard
a fearful uproar. The Scribe and his followers hadn gloating over the Mother's death in the flarhaswere now
in an awful panic witnessing the destruction of &uen.

They had striven in vain to quell the flame and hatlescaped without injury from their enterpriBain and fear
drew fearsome curses and lamentations from thewir Tdrror increased when Fable stepped into tberand
they rushed at her with cries of rage in orderdot\vtheir fury on her. Fable slipped behind thelkrand her
pursuers rushed blindly into the web of the Tarastuvhich took vengeance on them with countletesbiThe
whole assembly began at once to dance wildly; &whRable played a sprightly tune. Laughing rouratlyheir
ludicrous antics she walked to the altar and cté#re ruins to uncover the hidden stairway, dowittvishe passed
with her retinue of Tarantulas.

The Sphinx asked: "What strikes more suddenly tigdatning?"

"Vengeance," said Fable.

"What is most transitory?"

"Wrongful possession.”

"Who knows the world?"

"He who knows himself."

"What is the eternal mystery?"

"Love."

"With whom does it reside?"

"With Sophia.”

The Sphinx drew back abjectly and Fable entereddlern.

"l have brought Tarantulas for you ," she saichedld Sisters, who had lit their lamp again andewery busy at
their work. They started with fear, and one of thamto her to stab her with the shears. Inadviyteshe stepped
on a Tarantula which stung her in the foot. Sheamied piteously. The others attempted to helpriemere
likewise stung by the enraged Tarantulas. Heretftsr could not lay hands upon Fable, but spraogtaildly.
"Spin us light dancing clothes at once," they cfigibusly to the little girl. "We cannot move ihdse stiff skirts
and we are stifling in the heat. But be sure tdkgba thread in spider-juice so that it will noapn And weave into
it flowers that have grown in fire, otherwise ydife is forfeit."

"Gladly," said Fable, and stepped into the sidemoo

"I will bring you three choice flies," she saidttee garden spiders which had fastened their deliwabs all around
the ceiling and walls. "But first you must spin theee light and pretty dresses. | will fetch thenfers that are to be
woven into them at once."

The garden spiders were willing and began to weaplly. Fable stole across to the ladder and rhade way to
Arcturus.

"Monarch," she said. "The wicked are dancing aredgthod rest. Has the flame arrived?"

"It has arrived," said the King. "The night is pegd@nd the ice is melting. My consort can be se¢hd distance:
She who was my enemy is burned. Everything begifise¢. | may not show myself yet, for by mysetim no
King. Ask what you will."

"I need," said Fable, "flowers that have growniia.fl understand you have a skilful gardener whows how to
grow them."

"Zinc!" cried the King. "Give us flowers!"

The flower gardener same forward from the ranksught a pot full of fire, and sowed it with gleamipollen. In a
short while the flowers sprang up. Fable gatheleditin her apron and started back. The spidersvbakked hard
and nothing remained but to fasten on the flonetask which they undertook at once with tasteskiitl Fable
was careful not to snap the ends of the threadshgiill held to the weavers.

She carried the dresses through to the exhaustegida who had collapsed, dripping with perspirgtto recover
awhile from their novel exertions. With great deitteshe undressed the scrawny beauties, who wareithout
abuse for their little handmaid, and clothed tharthe new garments which were neatly made andi fiieefectly.
While thus occupied, she praised the charm andtsligeosition of her mistresses, and the crones weil



pleased with her flattery and the daintiness ofttesses. They had found their breath again, meénaind
inspired by a fresh desire to dance they whirlediad jauntily, artfully promising the young childang life and
great reward.

Fable went into the side room and addressed tlieegaspiders: "You may now feast on the flies | hpweinto
your webs."

The spiders were already impatience with the pgillind tugging, for the ends of the threads welldrsdide them
and the old crones leapt about wildly, so theyaanand fell upon the dancers. The old women lodkedEfend
themselves with their shears but Fable had silandge away with them. As a result, they succumbeheir
hungry fellow-craftsmen, who had not tasted sudltideis fare for a long time and sucked them towbey
marrow. Fable looked up through the cleft in thekrand caught sight of Perseus with his mighty sbield. The
shears flew to the shield of their own accord, Ballle requested him to clip Eros' wings with thand then to
immortalise the Sisters with his shield and sosfiriis great work. She then left the subterranealmrand
ascended joyously to the palace of Arcturus.

"The Flax is spun: The lifeless is again withouELiThe living will rule, shaping and using theeléss: The inward
will be revealed and the outward hidden: The cart@ill rise soon and the play commence. | shalitioet you once
more, and then spin days of eternity."

"Blessed child,"” said the Monarch, touched. "Yo& aur liberator.”

"I am merely the godchild of Sophia," said thadigirl. "Grant that Turmaline, the flower gardenand Gold may
accompany me. | must gather up the ashes of mgrfasbther, and the ancient Bearer must rise agseihat the
Earth may float and not lie upon Chaos."

The King summoned all three and commanded thertteéadon little Fable. The city was bright and stireets
were bustling. The sea broke with a roar agairesthtiilow crags and Fable travelled across in theg&ichariot
with her companions. Turmaline gathered the flyashes carefully. They circled the Earth until thegched the
old Giant, down whose shoulders they climbed. Hersa to be paralysed by a stroke and could not mdiveb.
Gold placed a coin in his mouth and the flower gasat thrust a bowl below his loins. Fable touchiscelges and
emptied her small jug on his brow. As soon as thtemhad flowed over his eyes, into his mouth, don his
body into the bowl, a spark of life quivered thrbwgl his muscles. He opened his eyes and drewdimg
vigorously. Fable sprang back to join her compasiom the rising Earth and bade him a friendly gomaning.
"Are you here once again, dear child?" said theGiltht. "I have dreamed of you time and again.d alavays
thought you would appear before the Earth any neg&yew too heavy for me. | must have been sledpmaglong
time."

"The Earth is light again, as it always has beernte good," said Fable. "The ancient times angrnirtg. Soon you
will be amongst old acquaintances. | shall spinplyaghays for you, and you will not be without a hexlpmoreover,
so that you may sometimes share in our joys, aedthe youth and strength in the arms of a lovere\&lare our
old, generous friends, the Hesperides?"

"At Sophia's side. Soon their garden will bloomiagad the golden fruits send forth their fragrarieeen now
they move about and gather the drooping plants."”

Fable departed and hurried to the house. It hdehfaito complete ruin. vy grew over the wallsgHibushes cast
their shade on the former courtyard and soft maskioned the ancient stairways. She entered tha.rSophia
was standing by the resurrected altar. Eros l&gafeet in full armour, looking grave and nobleart ever before.
A magnificent chandelier hung from the ceiling. Tlo®r was paved with a variety of stone, and aengitcle,
consisting entirely of noble and apposite figukeas inlaid around the altar. Ginnistan was bendiwey a bier on
which the Father lay, apparently in deep sleep.v&®eweeping. Her bloom of sweetness was infiniggllyanced
by this evidence of devotion and love. Fable offeitee urn, in which the ashes were collected, échttly Sophia
who took it tenderly in her arms.

"Sweet child," she said. "Your zeal and loyalty éavwon a place for you among the eternal stars.cfmse that
part of you which is immortal. The Phoenix belotggou. You will be the soul to our life. Rouse tivddegroom
now. The herald will call and Eros must seek oatyBrand awaken her."

Fable was indescribably happy to hear these w&ds.called her companions, Gold and Zinc, and agbexd the
bier. Ginnistan followed their actions expectan@®nld melted a coin and filled the hollow in whittte father lay
with a glittering flood. Zinc wound a chain arouBthnistan's breast. The body floated on the shinmgexaves.
"Bend down, dear mother," said Fable, "and lay ywamd on the heart of your beloved."

Ginnistan leant forward. She saw her reflectiontipli#gd many times. The chain touched the waveshhed his
heart. He awoke and drew the enraptured bridestbdgéom. The metal was becalmed and became a brigbt.
The Father rose, his eyes flashed and, handsomeeguldr as his form was, his whole body seemeathetess to
be an exquisite infinitely mobile liquid which realed each impression by the most sensitive movesnent



The happy pair approached Sophia who pronouncesibbe over them and admonished them to take duesebof
the mirror, which reflected everything in its trstate, destroyed all illusion and held fast etdyrtalthe primal
archetypes. She then took up the urn and emptedghes into the bowl on the altar. A gentle twheé signalled
their dissolution and a light breeze ruffled thengants and tresses of the bystanders.

Sophia handed the bowl to Eros, who passed itgathers. All partook of the divine drink and, witikeffable joy,
were inwardly aware of the Mother's friendly gragtiShe was there in all, and here mysterious pcesseemed to
transfigure everyone.

Their expectation was fulfilled and surpassed. Tjpegeived what hitherto they had lacked, and doenrbecame
an assembly of the blessed. Sophia said: "The grgstery has been revealed to all, and yet rensaraally
unfathomed. The new world is born from sufferingl éime ashes are dissolved in tears to become ittie afr
eternal life. The heavenly Mother dwells in evergpim order that each child be born eternally. Da feel the
sweet birth in the beating of your hearts?"

She poured the remnants in the bowl down into lfae. & he Earth quaked in its depths. Sophia s&tbs, hasten
with your sister to your beloved. You will see ngain presently."”

Fable and Eros hurried away with their companions.

A mighty springtime had spread across the Eartlerfhing rose up and stirred. The Earth floatedeldeneath
the veil. The moon and clouds moved Northwardeyful turmoil. The castle of the King shone witltliant
splendour over the sea, and the King stood atahepet with his retainers in all his magnificereeerywhere they
could see whirlwinds of dust in which familiar figas seemed to be forming. They met numerous bangsiths
and maidens who streamed to the castle and welctimedwith shouts of delight. On many a hill séappy,
newly-risen couple in a long-awaited embrace, tgkive new world for a dream and ceaslessly reassguri
themselves of the beautiful truth.

The flowers and trees grew, putting forth greemeith all their might Everything was renewed in #piEveryone
talked and sang. Fable greeted old acquaintanezgwelvere. Animals drew near to the awakened hunmans
friendly deference, and plants waited on them Witit and fragrance, adorning them most prettilp. $done lay
any longer on a human hearts, and very burdemaely to form a solid footing.

Fable and Eros came to the sea. A barque of pdlisteel was moored by the shore. They went on baraad
slipped the rope. The prow turned itself to thetNoand the vessel cut through the dallying wagei$ ia were
flying. Whispering reeds checked the headlong flighd it touched gently ashore.

They hurried up the broad steps. Eros marvelledeategal city and its treasures. The fountain,etarlife again,
played in the courtyard: The grove murmured with ¢slveetest music, and a wondrous life seemed te aadt
pulse through its ardent stems and leaves, itssfanid brilliant flowers. The aged Hero receivezhthat the gates of
the palace.

"Venerable ancient," said Fable. "Eros has negaof sword. Gold has given him a chain, one endhi€h
reaches down to the sea, whilst the other windsitathis heart. Take hold of it with me, and leadnis the hall
where the princess rests."

Eros took the sword from the Hero's hand, placedcth against his breast, and set the point fodw@he double
doors of the hall flew open and Eros approachedldeping Freya in ecstasy. Suddenly there waasih af
thunder. A glowing spark leapt from the princesth®m sword; the sword and chain grew bright. TheoHaught up
little Fable, who was close to fainting. The pluafé&Eros' helmet waved erect.

"Cast down the sword," cried Fable, "and awakerr yaloved."

Eros let the sword fall, flew to the princess, &isted her sweet lips passionately. She openeldfys, dark eyes
and recognised her beloved. A long kiss sealeétidmal union.

The King descended fro the dome, leading Sophita&yand. The constellations and the spirits ofiNatollowed
in glittering ranks. Inexpressibly bright dayligtited the hall, the palace, the city, and the skycountless throng
crowded into the wide, royal hall and in silentemnce watched the lovers kneel before the KingQuneken, who
blessed them solemnly. The King took from his heatihdem and set it on the golden locks of Eros. dded Hero
dismantled Eros' armour and the King wrapped lialchround him. Then he placed the Lily in his kefhd and
Sophia fastened a rich bracelet over the claspedshaf the lovers. At the same time, she set lmwrcto Freya's
brown hair.

"Hail to our sovereigns of old!" the people cri&dhey dwelt among us always, and we did not knoswrth
Blessings upon us! They will reign over us for é\Rless us also!"

Sophia said to the new Queen: "Cast the bracelgwfunion into the air so that the people andabdd may
remain united with you."

The bracelet dissolved on the air, and presenitiglets of light could be seen around every head,ashining
aureole formed over the city and the sea and thid Bahich celebrated an eternal festival of spring



Perseus entered, carrying a spindle and a smddébadde presented the basket to the new King. "HMéeesaid,
"are the remains of your enemies." Within it lagiab of stone, in squares of black and white, aside it a
number of figures of alabaster and black marble.

"It is a chess set," said Sophia. "All war is cagflionto this board and into these pieces. Itnemorial of the
past, fraught times."

Perseus turned to Fable and gave her the spindle.

"In your hands this spindle will delight us for evand from your own being you will spin an unbralle golden
thread for us."

The Phoenix flew with a melodious sound to her &t spread its wings before her, whereupon Fablmted and
it soared with her above the throne and hoveree ttfghe sang a heavenly song and began to spiead kvhich
seemingly unwound from her own breast. The peapdelsmbed to further ecstasy and all eyes fasteneheo
sweet child. A fresh shout of joy came from thogehe door. The old Moon entered with his strargaue, and
behind him the people bore Ginnistan and her britag in a triumphal entry.

They were garlanded with flowers. The regal familgeived them with the most heartfelt tendernesd tlhe new
royal couple proclaimed them their regents on Earth

"Grant me," said the Moon, "the realm of the Fatd®se strange dwellings are at this moment neisnrin the
courtyard of the palace. There | will delight yoithwfestivities, in which Fable shall aid me."

The King granted his request; Fable nodded hengssed the people looked forward with pleasurthioodd and
entertaining diversions.

The Hesperides congratulated the new monarchseimatcession and asked for protected in theiragegdThe
King made them welcome, and countless joyful amdmdms came likewise in their turn. At the same tithe
throne had changed imperceptibly into a magnifideittal bed, over whose canopy hovered the Phosithixlittle
Fable. Three caryatids of dark porphyry held uprdse, whilst the front was borne on a sphinx cfdita

The King embraced his blushing beloved, and the@leedollowing the King's example, embraced eadtent
Nothing could be heard but sweet endearments andhisper of kisses.

Finally Sophia said: "The Mother is among us. Haspnce will gladden us for ever. Follow us into dwelling:
There, in the temple, we shall dwell eternally gndrd the mystery of the world."

The empire of Eternity is founded;

In Love and Peace all opposition ended.

Gone forever is the woeful dream of pain:

Sophia, priestess of all hearts, will ever reign.

The Mystic Tower

This intricate allegory is included in Fairfax Garight'sThe Mystic Rose from the Garden of the King

In my wanderings in the Strange Land this did t see

A Temple built like a Tower, rising to a great haigsurrounded at its base by a circular colonnade.

Impelled by desire to learn, | knocked at the Gditdne Temple and prayed for admittance. A venerald man -
the Sage of that Temple - opened the Gate andsai@, 'What seekest thou?' | replied, 'Knowledge.5aid, 'Hast
thou the strength and determination to climb totdpmost chamber of the Tower!" | said, 'The dels@ree | if thou
wilt be my guide to show me the way.' Then he shedl out his hand and raised me up, saying: (Ihdart is stout,
cross the threshold of the Temple of Human Knowée'dgseized the proffered hand, and with the Sagssed
under the mighty Gateway of the Temple. When | ¢éxategred the precincts of the building, | saw thstizgely
colonnade ran in a circle round the triangular Tigwdich seemed to rise to a giddy height aboveand;presently
as | looked | perceived that the wall behind thimepade was covered with representations of hurngamefs, and
my Guide spoke: 'Behold, the Cycle of Human Lifee3an as he appeareth to the human eye!

Then | looked again, and | saw that the first pietiy the Entrance Gate, represented the Childbbdthn, and
the Angel of Life was drawing back the Veil, beyomdich lay the World with all its dangers and pbsgies, and
the children full of joyance were marching forwaodenter the Promised Land; but | saw that there avimok of
pity on the face of the Angel, for in the darknbgghe Veil crouched the figure of Satan, markinthvais claws
upon the sand the number of those whom he wouldwe¥nd as | gazed longer at the children, | beigan
perceive that each child represented some typeuofatity. There | saw the young King approaching\ta# with
firm step, but with awe upon his face, as he gagezh that unknown World which he would be calledmfo



govern, and by his side was a youth with vicioufand envy in his heart, seeking to Push asidgaheg King
that he might enter first into possession of theld/dviany children | saw bubbling over with the &enance of
youth, pleased with what lay around them, and logkiot far ahead into that mysterious World whiasweing
disclosed to them. One maiden | noticed gazinge=diynat the Star of Love, which from above shooed upon
the World of Youth, and another maiden - in whonswee Soul of the wanton - was bending down tgytioeind to
pluck a rose, and in her haste to seize it a thathpricked her finger.

| followed my Guide around the colonnade, and ahestep | saw the same children grown older - ltpanivanced
a little on the Journey of Life; and | saw many gt the way, and when | came to the last Pictisaw that few
were left-the ascetic Dervish, worn and emaciatéh@ ‘man who had sought for God through the Spaitd the
aged King, full of gravity - the man who had soufgitGod by striving to act according to his ligitshe World;
loneliness was around these two, but they heededt,iend behind the throne of the King stood, \Wigh arms
crossed and on her face a look of impenetrablettesg\ngel of Life, now changed into the Angel cdddh.
Saddened by what | had seen, | withdrew from thercade, and in the sunshine 'of the pleasant gaaiend the
base of the Tower | sat for a long while meditatimgthe vanity of human existence.

Then my Guide touched me upon the shoulder and 'Jdithe eye hath seen but the outer shell of Hutyaand
thou art depressed thereby. Seekest thou now w @t hath been revealed to the Soul of Man, analt\are the
limits of Human Knowledge!

| replied: 'l am willing, for my heart thirstethrf&nowledge.'

My Guide with his wand touched a small and hiddeardn the rugged walls of the triangular Tower jethopened
and admitted us; then he turned to me and said: Tbhwer is high and it containeth seven levels,@ndach level
are three Chambers, and above all lieth one Charabdrthe ascent thereto is long and wearisomeplied: 'My
Master, thy footsteps will | follow. Then we begdue ascent, and when we had reached the first teyebuide
turned to me and said: '‘Behold the First ChambBehiéavy veil closed the entrance; my Guide pushadide and
we entered within the Chamber. There we found dwgsen darkness, and awe seized me, so that egauy Soul
out in prayer, craving in humility of spirit fodumination. And when | had been there some tinield up my
eyes, and it seemed to me that my head was emtivglsoul-inspiring light, while my feet remainexst in the
darkness of Unreality; and my Intelligence was geireed by a message from above, and | knew th&dheof
Man - the reflection of the Unity - is suspendetigen the Light and the Darkness, and through pip®sition of
the Light and the Darkness the Soul of Man gaimscimusness of the Unknown which veils the Eteraty. And
the mystic symbol of the Unity shone forth upon wedls of this Chamber.

When | retired my Guide led me to the Second ChanTieere | saw a stately Woman deeply veiled, vigpoin
her head a crown with the crescent moon at topparter lap lay a great book closed. With deepeaeisp
prostrated myself before her, saying: ‘'Teach ma) tftoble woman, that | may learn.' She repliedmiithe
Recipient - the Passive; | am the complement dfuliéch thou hast seen in the First Chamber. | lzarLink
between the Unity and Man. | am the Holy Sanctubhpld the Book of Knowledge which he can onlydeeho
has the power to lift my veil." And as | contemplthther more steadfastly | saw that her veil grawndér and
dimmer, until for an instant | beheld the beauthef face; then she vanished from my sight.

My Guide then seized my hand and bade me followtbithe next Chamber. When | had penetrated throlgh
veil which closed the entrance, again | saw a tnguon which a Woman was seated, clothed in Majasty
wearing the Crown of Authority. By her side wasEagle, and above her was a canopy which seemealftorined
of the Wings of Angels.

When | had made obeisance to her, she openedharid said: ' | am the termination of the First #re Second;
in me is the Equilibrium completed. | am the Lawtleé World; with my Sceptre do | govern it. Witheohand do |
draw down the Spirit and with the other do | raigeits Negation, and in my Womb is Man conceived.'

When with my Guide | had issued from the last Chambe bade me for a while to meditate on whatll $een;
then he led me up a steep flight of steps to thweEE Level of the Tower. When we had reached &dié to me:'
We have now attained to another plane of thoughanbther aspect of things. Enter now the Fourtan@ier which
lies above the First Chamber below.

| did as | was bidden, and when | had penetratiedtie Chamber | beheld a King upon his throne, laafdre the
Majesty of his face | prostrated myself. Presehtigard him say: 'l am not the Absolute Absolutar for
Humanity the Realization of the Absolute; | am #i# of the Unity; my Sceptre is the sign of Powwiith it | rule
Mankind, for my Law shall be his Law; to me man trtusn for all that relateth to the World in whible moveth.'
Then | withdrew from the presence of the King, &mltbwed my Guide into the Fifth Chamber. Here likse |
beheld a man seated upon a throne, but he worennius head the crown of a King of this World budgstic Sign,
and he was arrayed in the white robes of Sanetitg these words he spoke to me: 'Kneel and woréhig,am not



a King of this World; my Sceptre is the Sign of Batity; with it | rule the Souls of Men. | am theo\e of the Law
of the Spirit. | am the bond of Reunion between m@ated and the Breath from which his creatiorcgeded.'
When he had ceased speaking, with awe in my hedthdirew, following my Guide to the Sixth Chambehich
lay in the third angle of the Second Level of ttevér. When | had entered it | found myself in dass) but
gradually a dim light seemed to descend from timersit of the Chamber, and it grew in intensity, aviten |
looked up | beheld with astonishment as it wereBhe of a Spiritual Being looking down upon me. itimy Guide
said unto me: 'Behold the Eye of the World! Throitghe mind realizes the Beauty of the Manifestatf the
Unity - through it Love reaches the Soul, bringMgn and Woman to the completion of their Destinie=arn and
understand the Mystery of this Sign. This is thexPipom which two Roads diverge; along the onecdesls the
Spirit of Light; along the other descends the $pifiDarkness.'

The Vision faded from my sight, and meditating dgem what | had seen, | followed my Guide, who ted out of
the Chamber.

With my Guide | began the ascent to the Third Lefe¢he Tower, and when we had reached it we estiergether
the Seventh Chamber, which lay above the FourthmBlea and the First Chamber below. Therein | sawkingtfor
a time; then | heard the whizz of an arrow, andeliéin the misty distance a noble stag struck dbwit. Looking
round, there appeared to me the majestic visiarofn, radiant like a conqueror, holding in hiseged hand the
bow of Power from which the arrow had been dischdrdie said to me: 'What seest thou' | said: 'l theemveak
overcome by the strong.' He said to me: 'Behoén ithe Man Conqueror; Man as the Emblem of thetGrelaam
more than Nature, | am Nature illuminated by th&iSpf the Eternal, and therefore do | overcomeendature.’
When this Vision had disappeared from my sighgdged with my Guide to the Eighth Chamber. Hersew a
Sword standing unsupported on the point of its aitid in astonishment | exclaimed: 'What meanaghSign!" My
Guide replied: 'Between Man and Nature a permastengigle exists; what man attaineth by labour ketloagain
if his labour should cease. This is the Sign ofilfgrium, the balance between opposing Forces, betwGood and
Evil in the Created World. This is the Sign of ®girit of Justice which with the Power of the Sweaparates the
opposing combatants.

When | had gazed for some time upon this symbmipteeded to the last Chamber on this Level offtheer,
which was the Ninth Chamber. When the veil by thieasnce had fallen behind me, | found myself factate with
an aged Dervish, whose countenance was serenadiadt; for him age seemed to have no afflictiams]
Wisdom shone forth from his eyes. In his right haedceld aloft a burning lamp, and in his left hwedheld a staff,
on which he leant. | saluted him with reverence ae addressed me thus: 'When | was young | sdl¢utePath of
Light, and my reward has been great. Wisdom hawgtisoned in the lamp which illuminates my PatbuRd my
Soul have | drawn the Mantle of Protection whichlktvard off Evil when it shall assail it. This #taf strength
have | found upon my path, and on it | can leatnwécurity in the ascent towards Truth.'

The serenity of this old man filled my Soul wittatbn, and the glow of Divine Love seemed to patetinto
myself like a precious gift from his presence.

When | issued from the last Chamber | followed myide up the ascent to the next Level of the Towkere with
him | entered the Tenth Chamber, which lay aboeeStventh and the Fourth and the First Chambewbélere |
beheld a Circle turning upon no visible axis, and@uide said to me: 'Behold the Symbol of Eterrityg Symbol
of the incessant action of Time. The Circle is awewving; it ascendeth and descendeth; so ascetige®pirit of
God to the summit, so descendeth the Spirit of 8vihe abyss; yet the Circle is unbroken: so f@ood the
descent to Evil is possible, so from Evil the as¢erGood is possible. This is a Chamber of Eqtiilim. Below in
the Seventh Chamber hast thou seen the Conquét®@iHolder of Power, the Symbol of Creative Fofnghe
Chamber above thou shalt see the Symbol of Degirudtiere thou seest the ascent and the descenhey€ircle
is one and unbroken; but a vaster Circle existdtithwvthe eye of man cannot see; it turneth andcetarthrough
Eternity without ceasing; the Spirit of Creatioeateth, and the Spirit of Destruction destroyetid the Circle is
the Equilibrium without which there would be no Nfastation of the Unity, and if there were no Masifation of
the Unity the Unity would be dead and Unconscidudimself.'

When my Guide had ceased speaking he led me ®l¢henth Chamber, and there | saw a Virgin stantifgre
me radiant in all the splendour of youth and sttleng/ith a voice which had the ring of silver wititdremor and
without fear she spoke to me thus : 'In me liesthé@germ of Vitality. To thee my hand seems wdait strength
lieth in the Spirit, and because my heart is pkmew | no fear, and with my foot do | curb the Doagbeneath me.'
It was so sweet a vision that it made my heart leiép joy, and when it vanished from my sight, pealy |
followed my Guide to the Twelfth Chamber, with mynih still full of the beautiful young Virgin who ldsappeared
to me.

In this Chamber | found myself in complete obsaguitut as | gazed into the darkness a sign appeanee by
degrees in the form of a Cross. My Guide said: dtthe Sign of the Revealed Law; out of the Dagsni¢



proceedeth, and Man must bow to it." As | gazedenmtently, the face of a man seemed to appeaetermlosed
by a triangle hanging downwards at the base o€ttess, and | marvelled and exclaimed: 'What meatiéth
transformation!" My Guide replied: 'Woe unto themveho filled with Pride presumeth to rebel agathst Revealed
Law, for on him waiteth destruction. Vain is itifan to seek to rebel against that which the Etenat revealed
unto him; by submission he will rise, by rebelliois face will be turned away from the Light, and Advancement
delayed.’

When my Guide had ceased speaking, we left the 6baand proceeded to ascend to the Fifth Levdieflower;
there we entered together the Thirteenth Chambdrthas Vision appeared to me. A luxuriant meadpvead out
before my eyes like the plain of the World; it Wiled with variety, and the luxuriant flowers noeidl to each other
in their joy of existence. Presently, however, ltheath of winter approached and its icy blast etiliny Soul; and
as | gazed | saw the Vision of Death looming upbeine; in one hand he held a scimitar, and irother an
empty basket; and he mowed down the flowers arehtiihem into the basket; and it seemed to me iegtturned
into dead men's heads; and some wore crowns aatsdtie humble hood of the Dervish; and some haddlden
hair of youth, and others the whitened locks ofade. And in my fear | cried aloud: 'O Terror of #World! what
art thou?' And a Voice replied: 'l am the Link beem the Known and the Unknown. That which seend ipahe
World | will turn it into base metal, and that whiseems base metal | will turn into gold. As the&rcdissolveth
and absorbeth the Salt of the World, so do |, famlthe Solvent of Humanity, and out of that whikko | make
that which shall be.'

When the Voice ceased, the Vision of Death depdrted me, and | saw again the green meadow fillétd w
flowers. Then my Guide said to me:

The Spirit of Life is the antagonist of the SpaftStagnation, for Stagnation is the Negation & Lin the Unity
nothing is created, nothing is destroyed. To thgeStherefore, Death hath no terrors, for he knbwlet without
Death there could be no Life, without Darkness ight, without the Negation no Manifestation of Reality.
Death is the Key which opens unto Man a furthegestan the Path of the Manifestation of the Unity.

From this Chamber my Guide led me to the Fourte€hidimber, where | saw before me an Angel who pooutd
of a pitcher into a receiver beneath the Waterife#f. IMy Guide said to me: 'The meaning is thistha World in
which thou livest, the mind perceiveth the existeatIndividuality, which is caused by the Watel d&
descending in varying degrees into Matter, its GjtpoNow the Angel, when fertilizing the World pguring upon
it the Water of Life, giveth unto Man the conceptiaf justice, which is to be the Light which isgaide him upon
the path through the Material World. The Angel whitvou seest is, therefore, the Emblem of Temperamcieh is
the principle which should govern the individuagature in the World.'

Then with my Guide | proceeded to the last Chanopethis level of the Tower, which was the FifteemtMNumber.
Here | found myself in complete darkness, but Rrdgeut of the profundity of the gloom glowed florthe Beast
of Evil, the Dragon biting his tail. Seized withafel clung to my Guide, who threw around me the Naof
Protection, and said: 'Behold the Sign! This is@irele of Evil. Woe unto the man who steppeth itite shadow of
the Light, for the gloom shall grow greater andagee, and against the fatal power of the Dragoirlg Ran's will
struggleth in vain. Who falleth into the Magic Ggdim no regrets can avail, for an Eternity seénetseparate
him from the Path of Reunion.’

Overcome with dread, | issued from the last Chamdoeat began the ascent to the next Level of theeFowhere
when | had reached it | entered with my Guide thx¢e®nth Chamber. Here | saw before me a Towerexitg
strength, and the Master of the Tower and his déets were enjoying their security behind the baténts of their
stronghold. And | said to myself: 'So cunning settnte have been the skill of the architect thas thower will not
perish but with the destruction of the World.' Buesently | heard a great roar, and | beheld acioolt
descending from a cloud, and it struck the mighaweér, and the battlements parted asunder, and #stelland his
attendants were hurled to the ground. In amazeheaimed: 'What meaneth this Sign?' My Guiddiegp
'‘Behold the Sign of the Fall! Man who was Spirithak entered the World and put on the burden ofdterial
body. Behold the Symbol of the Spirit of the Unityhich to thine eyes is invisible, incarnated ia #World which
lieth open unto thy senses.'

When the Vision had passed away | followed my Guidihe Seventeenth Chamber, and as | enterddlitthe
Breath of Spring upon me, and my heart, which heehtsaddened at the sight of the ruined Towert feajpy ;
and as | looked | saw before me the Vision o loveiden, and her golden tresses were crowned vdtadem of
seven stars; she sat in the midst of a green meadamelled with the glory of flowers, and by hetesias a
fountain from which poured forth the pure Watetlef Earth. Presently the lovely maiden openediperand
spoke, and my Soul was so stirred, that tears fioinem my eyes for joy of the softness of her voielich was
like the music of a harp in the stiliness of thghti And she said: 'l am the Voice of Hope in therl. | am the
Eternal Youth of Nature. In the depth of the MakeWorld lieth hid the Water which welleth up iretFountain of



Immortality. The Glory of the Sun have | absorbedny golden tresses: from my diadem of stars dawdiown
the Spirit into the Body of Man; into his fallen8a breathe the Hope of Redemption; through meetbrto man
the Courage to struggle against the bondage inhalécis placed.'

| tarried long in contemplation of this beautifuision, until my Guide with his wand of Power causigi vanish;
then | followed him to the last Chamber on this ¢lesf the Tower, which was the Eighteenth in Numlbbtare
again | found myself in utter darkness, but aftéeva moments | heard my Guide saying to me: "Wedald, thou
shalt see.' Then | gazed again into the gloomtlamie grew before me a Vision which filled my Swiith
despondency, for it seemed to me that | saw thddspread out before me, illuminated only by thie@and sickly
light of the Moon; and man was struggling againahpand wild beast against wild beast; and thelespf the
Earth came out of their hiding places to gatheir th@oil. And in my sorrow | exclaimed aloud: 'Whaeaneth this
Sign?' My Guide replied: 'This is the last TermisTils the ultimate descent of the Spirit of the tyito the depths
of the Abyss of Negation. This is the Realm of Ghan the World the Kingdom of the Passions leskdrThis is
the Triumph of Matter, Matter absorbing the Sgarid on the verge of throttling it.

The sight of this Vision inspired me with so graderror that my eyes had no tears to weep, aeld & if a
mountain of Matter were piled upon my Soul to critsho that beneath the strain my mind gave wal/ldell back
in a swoon into the arms of my Guide. When | recegighe use of my senses the Vision had depamedijle a
child 1 was led without this Chamber of Despairt tnen | sought to begin the ascent to the nexelLefithe
Tower, my Guide checked me and said: 'Ere we prbaag further pause and reflect. Thus far hast #smended
through Six Levels of the Tower, and thou hastetEighteen Chambers therein. Now this is the mgaof what
thou hast seen. In the first Six Chambers thou dgraisied Knowledge of the Principles of the Univeisehe next
Six Chambers thou hast moved in the World of Lad gained Knowledge of the Spirit of Preservationthe last
Six Chambers thou hast gained Knowledge of the @MafrFacts. The total which thou hast seen haththiador
meaning: the Breath of the Unity descending tow#ndsAbyss of Darkness; what thou shalt see ndteis
Yearning for Reunion raising the Spirit of the Etarback to the Unity from which it proceeded.’

When he had spoken thus my Guide led the way op@flight of steps, narrow and steep at the begqhbut
broadening out and more easy as we advanced, agl wid had reached the top of them we found ourselnea
higher Level of the Tower, and here we entered\lineteenth Chamber. Here at first | saw nothing, bu
surrounding me lay as it were a shapeless mistgmted by a vivifying luminosity. Presently in theiformity of
the mist | saw as it were a germ forming, a pofrdandensation; gradually it assumed a more defistiape, and
then it appeared to me like a pure crystal ofsadpended in the Ocean. Then the crystal vanishedlysand
through the spot where it had been | saw the tatiiing; then they became more distinct and | daavsthapes of
trees appearing, and flowers of every hue, withebflies and insects buzzing among them, and #e§ were
leaping in the rivers; and as | marvelled the glofrithe Light broke through the mist, and | sawdsth me a lovely
Garden in which the children of men, youths andde@as, played among the flowers, rejoicing in thedfiLife.
Then | heard my Guide exclaim: 'Behold, the Spifithe Eternal through the Chaos of the MateriakM/bath
reached to the Manifestation of Humanity!"

When the Mist began to close round me again | ¥ai my Guide to the Twentieth Chamber. Here | gangad
out before me the Field of Solitude-the Burial Rla¢ Humanity - and no living thing stirred therg@ind no noise
was known to be. And as | gazed upon the wastefefl heard the sound of a great trumpet, the voidsrafel
calling to Humanity. And | saw in the centre of ffield of Solitude Azrael - the Angel of Death ttisig in
meditation; and at the sound of the trumpet he aoskflapped his sable pinions like a tired birdwttio retire to
his rest, and then he drew his great wings aroismitbim, for the sleep of Eternity was upon him.dAn the Field
of Solitude | saw the graves open and the deaarisierefrom, and the rending of their grave-clstivas like the
roar of the sea seeking to break down the barfithreoland.

My Guide seizing my trembling hand, said to mealfeot; it is the Voice of the Eternal calling taitdanity.
Behold the Breath of the Unity rising to the SpWibrld and casting aside the shackles of the Maitgviorld!'
When the vision had faded away | followed my Guial¢he last Chamber on this elevated Level of thevdr, and
it was the Twenty-first in Number. Here there appdao me a young man riding on a fine horse, aitidl yes
burning with desire he gazed steadfastly at a Yairgvho danced before him glorious in her nakesdn@and her
hair was adorned with garlands of roses. By his aidl old hag hobbled along, holding his stirrughwihe hand,
while she held an hour-glass in the other, in whishw that the sand was fast running out. As kdéaobl saw of a
sudden a deep precipice ahead, and at that monmésht@us dog rushed forth and bit the legs of thradato urge
him on his career. As the rider grew closer toptexipice, the young girl who danced before hirngjeal in my
sight, and the colour in her cheek changed intamtéveen hue of Death, while the petals of the raseker head
shrivelled and fell to the ground, and | saw her fgreading out across the sky like the grey tilsez a spider's
web. Then the young man, having no power to chieekury of his steed, passed away and was losei@byss.



While my heart was heavy with pity for this youngm | heard my Guide saying to me: 'Watch and la#hol
Again a young man appeared to me, and he wasrtladriour, and in his hand was a goodly spear. fildl
dangerous beasts | saw striding across his patiheblooked neither to the right hand nor to thieHand, but with
the power of his spear he drove them away. Andavllsen begin the ascent of a steep mountain fuliledtacles, but
they seemed to cede before him, and as he reaohetdimmit the sun shone forth illuminating his anmand in
the glory of that light the vision faded from mylst.

Then my Guide said to me: 'In the First ChambethisiLevel of the Tower thou sawest the Divine Bpising
through Matter to the Human World. In the next Cbhanthou wast shown the rise of the Divine Spidhi the
Human World to the Spiritual World. Now this is theeaning of what thou hast seen in this ChambahdriWorld
in which thou livest an Equilibrium existeth betwedatter and the Divine Spirit. Now in the heartaich man a
point lieth hid on which this Equilibrium is poiseahd this point is the Mystery of his Individuglitvhich hath the
power of turning the balance to the right handoathe left hand, towards Matter which leadeth & Alfbbyss, or
towards the Divine Spirit which accelerates the ranhof Reunion with the Unity. Woe unto him therefevho in
the Human World letteth the idleness of one hoyraimthe power of his Individuality to turn the bate towards
the Light.'

Then my Guide led me without the Chamber, and teaide: 'All have | shown thee, yet one Chamber ireth.' |
said to him: 'Are my eyes worthy to see what iseh#' He replied: 'If thou desirest to see, thaisimise to it
alone.' Then he Pointed the way to a steep anabustflight of steps which led to the highest ptieaf the
Tower; these with toil and pain | began to ascdodes and when | had reached to a great heighw lb&dore me
the entrance to a Chamber closed by a heavy Vgilshed it aside and penetrated within, and whew#il had
fallen back behind me it seemed to me that theggtame had fallen upon the grave, and that | wasred for ever
from the World of Humanity. A feeling of solitudeept upon me and a desire to pray, and kneelinghdow
worshipped the Unknown, seeking for llluminationddy degrees the knowledge of-the things whichd seen
increased within me, and when | lifted up my eyesaw that the Chamber in which | was formed likeedipse,
and that in the centre thereof a Figure sat upbhrane, neither Man nor Woman, but- Humanity intfiemb of
Time - the Ellipse of the Absolute. And as | gaaed marvelled, | saw a Mystic Flower at the sunwhthe
Chamber open its four great petals, on each oflwhiSign was burnt in fire, and from the depththefFlower
three rays of light descended upon the Figure liknkaminating it with splendour, so that | savethverpowering
serenity of its face - ever youthful - on whichwonkle was writ. Then the Figure crossed its hasdsthat
forefinger was extended against forefinger, andh wie tips of the forefingers it touched its lipiacing thereon the
Seal of Silence. Then my soul grew bewildered Withbeauty of that face, and | covered myself withhands,
and when again | opened my eyes | felt the brefattawn upon my face, and | heard the lark singingva, and the
joy of calm was in my heart, and the morning sterre in all its glory above the Solitude of the &¢s



